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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/21/97 H2/26/97 H2/27/97 S3/24/97 S3/26/97
81st General Assembly A Bill ACT 1342 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1288

By: Representatives Judy Smith and Wallis

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE & 6-18-704 TO ESTABLI SH A
MANDATORY NURSE TO STUDENT RATI O | N ARKANSAS; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO ESTABLI SH A MANDATORY NURSE TO
STUDENT RATI O | N ARKANSAS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Annotated 8 6-18-704 is anended to read as
fol | ows:

"6-18-704. School nurse.

(a) In order to inmprove the health status and educational achi evenent
of the children of this state, the General Assenbly hereby determ nes that an
appropriate school nurse-to-student ratio is needed-essential to effectively
nmeet the health care needs of these children

(b) Beginning with the 1994-95 1998-1999 school year, all schoo

districts should-shall have no less than the full-time equivalent of one (1)

school nurse per one thousand (1,000) students or the proportionate ratio

t her eof .

(c) School nurses may be enpl oyed or provided by contract or agreenent
with other agencies or individuals provided that the prescribed ratio and
equi val ency are maintained. Provided, however, no school nurse may be
enpl oyed by, or contract with, any public secondary or el enentary school of
this state except with the prior approval of the |local school board.

(d) For purposes of this section, a school nurse shall nmean the

eguivalent—oef—a |icensed nurse engaging in school nursing activities."
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 H2/26/97 H2/27/97 S3/24/97 S3/26/97 HB 1288

SECTION 2. (a) The provisions of this act shall only be effective upon

the availability of state funds.

(b) Available funds shall be distributed to school districts based on

the previous year's three-quarter average of the average daily nenbership.

SECTION 3. All provisions of this act of general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. |If any provisions of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are
her eby repeal ed.

/s/Rep. Judy Smith, et al

APPROVED: BECAME LAW W THOUT GOVERNOR' S SI GNATURE.
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