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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to law asit existed prior tothe
82nd General Assembly.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/11/99 S2/26/99 S3/11/99
82nd General Assembly A B| Act 1081 of 1999
Regular Session, 1999 HOUSE BILL 1245

By: Representative Lynn

For An Act To Be Entitled
""AN ACT TO AMEND VARIOUS CODE SECTIONS PERTAINING TO
THE COSTS COLLECTED BY THE VARIOUS COURTS OF THIS
STATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."

Subtitle
"AMEND ARKANSAS CODE PERTAINING TO THE
COSTS COLLECTED BY THE VARIOUS COURTS OF
THIS STATE."

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 16-10-209 as amended by Act 788 of 1997 is

repealed.
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As Engrossed: $2/11/99 S2/26/99 S3/11/99 HB1245

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 16-10-209(5)(F)(i) as amended by Act 1341 of 1997 is
amended to read as follows:

“(F)(i) All time payments shall initially be deemed to be
collections of court costs until the costs have been collected in full, with
any remaining time payments representing collections of fines. The court clerk
shall prepare at least monthly a separate court report for all time payments
made on accounts. The monetary settlement for this separate court report shall

be made on or before the fifth day of the next-following month. No-settlement

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code 16-10-305(a), as amended by Act 1341 of 1997,

is amended to read as follows:

“(a) There shall be levied and collected from each defendant upon each
conviction, each plea of guilty or nolo contendere, or forfeiture of bond, the
following court costs:

(1) For misdemeanor or felony violation of state law, excluding
violation of the Omnibus DWI Act, beginning at 8§ 5-65-101 et-seg-, in circuit
court, $150;

(2) For offenses which are misdemeanor misdemeanors or violations of

state law, excluding violation of the Omnibus DWI Act, beginning at 8§ 5-65-101
et-seg-, In municipal ——Fsic} court, $75.00;

(3) For traffic offenses which are misdemeanors or violations under
state law or local ordinance, excluding violation of the Omnibus DWI Act,

beginning at § 5-65-101 et-seg-, in municipal ~——fsic} court, $75.00;
(4) For nontraffic offenses which are misdemeanors or violations under

local ordinance in municipal, city, or police court, $25.00;
(5) For violation of the Omnibus DWI Act, beginning at 8§ 5-65-101 et
seg-, In circuit, -—Fsic} municipal, -—fsic] city, or police court, $300-;
(6) For offenses which are misdemeanors or violations under state law
or—local ordinance, excluding violation of the Omnibus DWI Act, beginning at
§ 5-65-101 et-seg-, $50.00 in city and police courts—;

(7) For traffic offenses which are misdemeanors or violations under
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As Engrossed: $2/11/99 S2/26/99 S3/11/99 HB1245

state law or local ordinance, excluding violations of the Omnibus DWI Act,

beginning at 8 5-65-101, $50.00 in city and police courts.”

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code 21-6-403(b), circuit and chancery court filing
fees, is amended to add the following subdivision:

“(4) For any cause of action which by court order is transferred from

any municipal, circuit or chancery court to a circuit or chancery

court............50.00. This section does not apply to transfers between circuit

and chancery courts within the same county, for which there shall be no

additional filing fee.”

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code 16-14-105(d) is amended to read as follows:

“(d) The probate court may waive the filing fee in cases of involuntary

admission upon a finding that the petition is being brought for the benefit of

the respondent and it would be inequitable to require the petitioner to pay

the fee.
€d) (e) The fee provisions provided for in this section shall be in

lieu of any and all fees now established by law.”

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code 5-4-303(g) is amended to read as follows:

“(g) In _cases where the counsel has been appointed to represent a

defendant due to his indigency and 4f if the court suspends the imposition of

sentence on—a—defendant or places him a defendant on probation andifthe

14-20-102, then the money shall be placed backinthat fund- at the time of

disposition, the court may revisit the issue of the defendant’s indigency.

Where appropriate, and where the defendant is financially able to do so, the

court may assess an attorney’s fee to be paid by the defendant as part of his

suspended or probated sentence. The amount of the fee assessed should be

commensurate with the defendant’s ability to pay. The fee assessed shall be

paid to the state as a means of partial reimbursement for providing appointed
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counsel. In no event shall failure to pay the assessed attorney’s fees,

standing alone, be grounds for the revocation of the suspended sentence or

probated sentence. Any money collected pursuant to this subsection shall be

remitted on or before the tenth (10") day of the month following the month of

collection to the Department of Finance and Administration, Administration of

Justice Fund Section, for deposit in the State Administration of Justice

Fund.”

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code 21-6-402(8), circuit and chancery court
miscellaneous fees, is amended to read as follows:

“(8) For—entering—each—appealFrom—inferior—court

———————————=345-00— For Scire Facias ................15.00”

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code 16-17-603 is amended to read as follows:

“16-17-603. Referees - Appointment, qualifications, compensation.

(a) If in the judgment of the judge or judges of the municipal court it
is necessary for the prompt and efficient disposal of cases filed in the small
claims division to have a referee take the testimony, the judge or a majority
of the judges may appoint a referee to conduct hearings and take testimony in
small claims cases and make recommendations of law and fact to the judge.

(b) The referee shall have the same qualifications as are required of
the municipal judge.

(c) The referee shall serve at the pleasure of the judge or judges who
appointed him and shall receive as compensation the sum of seven dollars
($7.00) per case, to be paid out of the Uniform Filing Fee as provided in
A.C.A. 8§ 16-17-705.

€e) (d) Under no circumstances shall the municipal judge or judges of

the municipal court receive the compensation for the referee in those cases

heard by the court.”

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code 16-96-403(1), costs imposed by circuit court

on appeal, is amended to read as follows:
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As Engrossed: $2/11/99 S2/26/99 S3/11/99 HB1245

“(1) If the appeal proceeds to a de novo bench trial or jury trial, the
fines, penalties, forfeitures and costs imposed by the circuit court shall be
collected by—the-sheriff pursuant to A.C.A. § 16-13-709 and paid to the county

treasurer;”

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code 16-13-709(a)(1) is amended to read as
follows:

“(a)(1) The quorum court of each county of the state shall, on or
before January 1, 1996, and on or before January 1 of each subsequent year,
designate a county official, agency, department, or private contractor who
shall be primarily responsible for the collection of fines assessed upon
defendants in the circuit, state division municipal and chancery courts of

this state. In addition, the quorum court may delegate to the county

official, agency, department, or private contractor the primary responsibility

of collecting court costs, restitution, probation fees, or any other monetary

penalties assessed upon defendants in the circuit, state division municipal

and chancery courts of this state.”

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code 14-43-503 is repealed.

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code 16-10-305, as amended by Act 788 of 1997, is

repealed.
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SECTION 13. All provisions of this act of a general and permanent
nature are amendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revision Commission shall incorporate the same in the Code.

SECTION 14. 1Ff any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 15. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are
hereby repealed.

/s/ Lynn

APPROVED: 4/5/1999
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