JUSTICE BUILDING

625 MARSHALL ST.

SUITE 1118

LITTLE ROCK. AR 72201

TEL: 501-410-1938

FAX: 501-682-9410

EMAIL: pete.hollingsworth
@arcourts.gov

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

SUPREME COURT OF ARKANSAS
PETE HOLLINGSWORTH
Director of Security and Emergency Preparedness

To: Senator Cecile Bledsoe, Co-chair
Representative Jeff Wardlaw, Co-chair
Marty Garrity, Staff
Arkansas Legislative Council

Re:  Annual Report- Court Security Grant Program; Act 576 of 2007

Date: 7/1/19

Act 576, section 1 of 2007, codified as Ark. Code Ann. § 16-10-1006, provides as follows:

Court security grant program.

(a) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall administer a court security grant program for the
purpose of providing financial assistance from funds specifically appropriated for that purpose to city and
county governments to assist in the implementation of local security and emergency preparedness plans for
circuit courts and district courts.

The Act further states that on July 31 of every year the Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide an
annual report to the Legislative Council that shall include the number of grant requests received from counties
and the number and amount of grants approved.

Eligible applicants include any counties which previously completed all requirements for the submission and
approval of their comprehensive Local Court Security and Emergency Preparedness Plans, including the
Facility Assessment, Court Security Plan, Emergency Response Plan and Continuity of Operations Plan.

In FY19, the Committee received forty-seven eligible applications seeking $631,037.11 in funding. Act 576
appropriated $250,000.00 for grant funding and the Committee carried forward $120,675.00 in “rainy day
funds” released by Governor Hutchinson in FY18. The available total the Committee could award in FY19
totaled $370,675.00. After thorough review of each application, the Committee awarded thirty-one applications
for a total of $370,675.00.

The grants were disbursed to the counties on May 23, 2019 and must be expended by December 31, 2019.
Grant reports will be required of all successful applicants and due by January 15, 2020.

Enclosure: 2019 Grant Awards

Cc: Judge Gordon ‘Mack’ McCain, Chair
Supreme Court Committee on Security and Emergency Preparedness
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