ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

1 Natural Resources Drive, Little Rock, AR 72205
agriculture.arkansas.gov

Asa Hutchi
SaGogeCrngfon (501) 225-1598 Secretary of Agriculture
February 7, 2020
The Honorable Cecile Bledsoe The Honorable Jeff Wardlaw
Arkansas Senate Arkansas House of Representatives
State Capitol State Capitol

Re: Arkansas Department of Agriculture, Forestry Division’s monthly activity report for
January 2020

Dear Senator Bledsoe and Representative Wardlaw:

Per Section 33 of Act 544 of the 2019 General Session, the Arkansas Forestry Commission
(AFC) is to report monthly fiscal and agency activities to the Arkansas Legislative Council.
Please find attached the report for January 2020.

In January, the Forestry Division met to set priorities for 2020. Our leadership team agreed
that the priorities for 2020 are as follows:

Recruitment and Retention

Quality Training

IT advances, both hardware and software

In January, the division recognized the retirement of six veteran employees. Those
employees represent a total of 185 years of forestry experience walking out the door.
Therefore, our priority is recruitment and retention of new staff. Our next priority is to
provide quality training to employees, so they have all needed skills to perform their jobs.
Lastly, we will open the door for employees to obtain state-of-the-art tools and technology
that allows them to perform job duties safely and quickly.

Arkansas Department of Agriculture
Forestry Division
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Joe S. Fox
State Forester

cc: DFA Director Larry Walther
Secretary of Agriculture Wes Ward



FORESTRY DIVISION

Arkansas Department of Agriculture
Forestry Division
January 2020 Activity and Fiscal Report

Emergency Services

Wildfires: During January a total of 32 wildfires were suppressed for a total of 920 acres
burned. Ten-year average for the month of January is 127 wildfires with 1,954 acres burned.

Rural Fire Protection: Rural Fire Protection (RFP) assists fire departments (FDs) with
organization, training and equipment. RFP provides interest-free loans, secures firefighting and
emergency service equipment from the federal government and administers a federal grant to
assist approximately 925 fire departments. The RFP shop provides maintenance to property
destined for FDs and repairs Department equipment as well.

January 2020

e Six Wildland Fire Suppression training classes were conducted with fifty-seven FDs
represented (156 firefighters), including seven Forestry personnel in attendance.

e RFP received the following through the Fire Fighter Program/Federal Excess Property
Program (FFP/FEPP) programs: four hydraulic cutters (extrication/forcible entry tools —
valued at $22,698.21).

e The following equipment was issued this month: one drill extinguisher (valued at $32,500),
four generators (valued at $182,262.50) and four tankers (valued at $556,123.00).

e Received 42 items in Department of Defense (DOD) Recycling Control Point (RCP) (valued at
$2,171.60) for redistribution to FDs this month to include reflector sets and a ventilation
fan.

e The RFP shop completed maintenance on two Forestry vehicles (labor savings of $255.00).

e RFP provided one interest-free loan via the Rural Fire Revolving Loan Fund to Calhoun VFD
in the amount of $15,738.14 to purchase a 2500-gallon poly-tank installed, truck & tank
painted red and truck parts.

e Completed several reports for Legislative Research, Transformation Team and internal
report on FD laws, etc.

e Completed audit of FEPP and FFP files in preparation for United States Forest Service (USFS)

review early 2020.



¢ Continued our training for the Health & Safety Plan: Pipeline Awareness, Chemical Storage
& Awareness, and Fire Extinguisher Training.

e Seventy-four counties have turned in and cleared FFP/FEPP inventory.

s Met with Marketing Division team {Amy & Anna) discussing RFP, the upcoming Fire Show
and other marketing events. They are working to combine new Ag logo with old RFP logo.
Have also asked for Marketing’s assistance in designing a flyer for this year’s Fire Show.

Firewise: Firewise staff and district personnel work with fire departments and civic
organizations to make communities safer from the threat of wildfire through mitigation
projects and community education initiatives. Arkansas is one of the top states with 103 active
Firewise communities. Recognized communities display Firewise signs at the city limits.

Firewise achieved the following in January:
. Conducted one risk assessment training session.
Delivered two initial program presentations at two fire chiefs’ meetings.
Personnel attended training on Pipeline Safety, Hazardous Materials, and Fire
Extinguishers.
. Coordinator attended Wildland Instructor Adjunct Training.

Law Enforcement: The department has the authority to enforce the laws of the State of
Arkansas, but primarily on unlawful dumping, timber theft, forest fires, and forestry equipment
theft and focuses vandalism. The department aggressively seeks prosecution of violators to
deter such crimes. Department investigators and district law enforcement officers opened two
fire related and six timber theft cases. They closed three timber theft and two dumping cases.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest Stewardship/Rural Forestry Assistance Programs: The Forestry Division works with a
diverse group of partners and professionals to conserve, protect, and enhance Arkansas’s
forests. The Forest Stewardship Program (FSP) is an opportunity for non-industrial private
forest landowners who are interested in managing their property for wildlife, recreation, soil
and water conservation, agro-forestry, and\or for timber production to get a comprehensive
multiple use forest management plan that is prepared by private consulting or Division
foresters, private consulting or AGFC private lands wildlife biologists, and USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service soil and water professionals. Arkansas has 379,615 acres of
private land actively enrolled in the Forest Stewardship Program. Landowners that implement
practices under their FSP management plans become Certified Forest Stewards. There are
1,268 Certified Forest Stewards owning 285,666 acres in the State.

During the month of January, six Forest Stewardship management plans were prepared for 433
acres. In addition, Forestry Division personnel provide technical assistance through the rural
forestry program to landowners that are enrolled in United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) tree planting and forest management programs such as the Conservation Reserve



Program, Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Wetland Reserve Program, and the
Southern Pine Beetle Prevention and Restoration Program. Forestry Division personnel
prepared 75 forest management practice plans on 3,857 acres and conducted nine prescribed
burns on 274 acres.

Urban & Community Forestry Assistance: Urban & Community Forestry Program staff provide
assistance and training to communities, educational institutions, non-profit organizations,
developers, and homeowners on urban tree care, inventory and management.

e Five trees were planted at Quachita Elementary School to complete the 2019 Shade
Trees on Playgrounds {STOP) tree plantings.

e Harold Fisher, Urban & Community Forestry Partnership Coordinator, approved ten Tree
City USA applications for 2019 recertification, assisted five communities with working
toward completion of their 2019 recertifications, and began discussions with one
additional city about becoming a new Tree City USA for 2020.

e Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator Krissy Thomason began serving on a
nationwide committee tasked with providing information to the NASF on updating Tree
City USA Growth Award requirements.

e Harold Fisher gave a tree care and maintenance talk to the city of Greenbrier.

e Krissy Thomason participated in a preliminary meeting with representatives from
Audubon Arkansas, Little Rock Parks and Recreation, and Arkansas Forestry Association
to draft public messaging promoting forestry activities in the Fourche Bottoms.

Forest Health: The Forest Health Specialist assists Forestry Division personnel statewide in
efforts to maintain healthy, productive forest ecosystems by preventing, detecting, monitoring,
and suppressing damaging insects and diseases. AR Department of Agriculture — Forestry
Division offers technical assistance to landowners who encounter forest health issues.

s Ips pine engraver beetles have contributed to tree mortality in southeastern Arkansas,
particularly around Monticello. An aerial survey revealed that the damage was limited
only to susceptible stands, most of which were affected by windthrow and saturated
soils. Damage in some stands may warrant an early harvesting decision.

e The Forest Health Specialist attended a meeting with the Arkansas Forestry Association
Forest Protection Committee to discuss current forest health trends.

Reforestation: The Forestry Division’s tree improvement program strives to provide
fandowners with the highest possible genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed. One method
The Forestry Division employs to achieve this objective is by establishing the highest genetic
gain material in our newest pine and hardwood seed orchards. The Forestry Division’s Baucum
Nursery then makes available to landowners the improved varieties of pine and hardwood,
which are the net result of the tree improvement program.



Baucum Nursery: The Forestry Division’s Baucum Nursery produces hardwood and pine
seedlings for reforestation and afforestation efforts.

Regular season seedling sales began on July 16.

Year to date through January 31, there were 508 orders. Total sales of 897,575 pine and
6,643,800 hardwood. Comparatively, during the same period in FY 19, there were 718 orders.
Total sales of 1,067,275 pine and 5,861,675 hardwood.

During the month of January, Baucum Nursery staff completed the following:

e Lifted and packed the following:
o 262,000 pine
o 2,541,950 hardwood
o 44,790 Containerized 3-star loblolly pine
o 77,200 Containerized Advanced Gen shortleaf pine
o Total seedlings packed = 2,925,940
o Shipped the following:
o 146,050 pine
o 2,679,325 hardwood
o 6,300 Containerized 3-star loblolly pine
o 43,975 Containerized Advanced Gen shortleaf pine
e Collected the following pounds of seed:
o 37 Improved Cherrybark Oak
o 65 Improved Nuttall oak
o 559 Pecan
e Received the following pounds of seed:

Bitter Pecan 1,544
Cherrybark Oak 3,850
Cow Qak 736
Nuttal Oak 11,975
Overcup Oak 2,169
Pecan 3,631
Pin Oak 1,700
Shumard Oak 2,367
Southern Red Oak 500
Water Oak 3,105
Willow Oak 1,313

Tree Improvement: The Forestry Division’s tree improvement program provides landowners
with the highest possible genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed.



During the month of January, the Bluff City Tree Improvement staff completed the following:
e Bush-hogged new hardwood orchard site north of orchard 1713.

Delivered seedlings to Baucum from ArborGen.

Pruned limbs in orchard 1715.

Cut bigger rootstock out of orchard 1718 and 1719.

Began removing trees missed by loggers in orchards 1715 and 1716.

Began applying gopher bait in all orchards.

Inventoried orchards 1718 and 1719 for grafting.

e ®© o o o

Best Management Practices (BMP): Forestry Division provides BMP training to loggers and
timber companies, conducts courtesy exams prior or during timber harvest operations and
addresses logging complaints.

BMP achieved the following in January:

Checked four complaints within White, Hot Spring, Cleveland, and Pike Counties.
e Checked Lincoln County complaint.
e Attended Southern Group of State Foresters (S.G.S.F) Water Resource meeting in
Auburn, AL.
e Assisted timber contractor with possible use of bridge timbers.
Worked on 319(h) grant application.
Closed out Pike County complaint.

Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA): Forestry Division in cooperation with the USDA Forest
Service Southern Research Station is responsible for collecting scientific data from permanently
established plots located all over the state. The plots, each representing 5,937 acres, are
strategically located on a three-mile by three-mile grid. The inventory plots have been
generating data since they were established in the 1950’s. Natural resource managers use the
data to make management decisions and follow Arkansas’s natural resource trends through
time.

FIA completed 95 plots for the month of January. We are 99.5% complete with the 2019
inventory and plan to complete the remaining 2019 plots within a week.
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