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December 8, 2011

The Honorable Mike Beebe
Governor
State Capitol Building
Little Rock. AR 72201

The Honorable Mary Anne Salmon
Senator

The Flonorable Tommy Lee Baker
Representative

Arkansas Legislative Council
Room 315. State Capitol Building
Little Rock. AR 72201

Dear Governor Beebe. Senator Salmon and Representative Baker:

The enclosed CD contains this year’s progress report on the assistance provided through the
Solid Waste Management and Recycling Grants Program. This report provides inlbrmalion about
the grants distributed between 2006 and 2010.

The files on the CD include:

1. An overview of recycling activities and results during the 2011 fiscal year.
2. An introduction to the recycling grants program and the data files.
3. Files for each of the 18 regional solid waste management districts detailing recycling

grants received and progress made. See the following page for a graphic to better
understand report layout.

Should you or your staff wish to discuss the enclosed report, or discuss recycling issues more
broadly, please contact me at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Teresa Marks
ADEQ Director

Enclosures (2): State of Recycling —2011 CD: How to Read the Recycling Grants Report

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
5301 NORTHSHORE DRIVE / NORTH LITTLE ROCK / ARKANSAS 721 18-531 7 / TELEPHONE 501 -682-0744 / FAX 501 -682-0880

www.adeqsiate.ar.us
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2011 Annual Report

2011 in the
report title
refers to Ar-
kansass fis
cal year
Ci e, July 1,
2010, to June
30, 2011)
However, in
the grant re—
ports the same
period would
be the 2010
reporting pe—
nod (ie
reporting pe—
nods run from
July 1 of the
year listed to
June 30 of the
next year or
one year be—
hind the state
fiscal year)

Section 8-6-609 of Arkansas code describes “a grant program of assis
tance for districts and focal governments .. to develop solid waste
management plans, programs and facilities that integrate recycling as
a functional part of the solid waste management system...” This sec
tion also requires the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality to
prepare an annual progress report on the grant assistance made under
this section. The files on this CD are submitted as the recycling grants
program annual report for 2011.

Recycling grant funds are allocated to each of the state’s 1 8 regional
solid waste management districts (see next page for a district map)
based on a formula in the above statute. At the beginning of the grant
round, districts submit information about potential projects. While
ADEQ determines which of the potential projects are eligible for fund

ing, district boards decide which of the eligible projects will be funded
and the amount of funding for each. District boards are also responsi
ble for reporting on the grants as required by statute and regulation.

Because of this, the report is divided into a separate file for each dis
trict. When you open a district file, the first grants shown are those to
the district. Because district projects can cover multiple counties, dis
tricts do not have a county associated with them. Other grant recipi
ents are grouped by county and are listed in alphabetical order within

the county group. Each recipient starts a new page in the report. Book
marks within the documents will take you to a specific recipient.

The first time a grant recipient is listed, the name is underscored by a
double line. The tons recycled by the grant recipient and revenue from
selling these recyclables is listed, by year, just below this line. If there
is a facility listed in the “Processed By” column, some or all of the mate
rials collected are reported by the listed facility instead of the grant
recipient.

After the tonnage and revenue data, information about individual
grants to the recipient is listed, with grants separated by a single line.
Basic information about the grant—including grant number, purpose,
grant amount, and balance remaining—is below this line. Information
about expenditures is shown, by year, below the dotted lines.



Regional Solid Waste Management Districts
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State of Recycling
in Arkansas—2011

December 2011

Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality

Economic Impact of Recycling

As used in

this report,
“2011” means
the period
from July 1,
2010, to June

30, 2011,

Inside this
issue:

Recycling Grants 2
Program Update

Recycling Grants 2
Statistics

Materials Recy- 3
cled

Apples to Orang- 4
es Numbers

Computer and 4
Electronic Recy
cling Grants

The economy seems
to be on everyone’s
mind these days. Did
you ever stop to think
about the economic
impact of recycling?

The Institute of
Scrap Recycling
industries (ISRI),
the national trade
association repre—
senting scrap re
cycling facilities,
has, ISRI commis
sioned a study
to quantify the
impact recycling
has on the Unit
ed States’ economy.
The report, produced
by John Durham and
Associates, also in
cludes state-specific
information.

In 2010, Arkansans
recycled a total of
1,479,088 tons. The
total was 1,601,015
in 2011, a 8% in
crease.

The recycling rate in
2010 was 32.1%; in
2011 itis 31.4% How
can the recycling rate

According to the re
port, Arkansas sup
ports 1,270 jobs di
rectly related to the
scrap recycling indus
try. An additional

J
Recycling industries contribute to the
state’s economy in many ways.

2,030 jobs in Arkan
sas are related to re
cycling through sup
pliers and industry
expenditures. In addi
tion, the industry

decrease when the
tons recycled in
creased? The answer
lies in the landfill.

While the tons of ma
terial recycled in
creased, the tons of
material landfilled
increased faster
(1 2%). An increase is

generates $19.7 mil
lion in tax revenues
for state and local
governments.

Another report, from
the Southeast Re
cycling Develop
ment Council
(SERDC), also
looked at the eco
nomic impacts of
recycling in Ar
kansas. According
to SERDC, if the
state recycled
just 1 0% more
municipal solid
waste each year,

620 new jobs would
be created. This
would result in an
additional $1 .3 mil
lion in annual state
tax revenue.

the right direction for
recycling, but the
wrong direction for
land filling -

To increase the recy
cling rate, all Arkan
sans need to put
more in the recycling
bin and less in the
trash can.

:5.

Right Direction/Wrong Direction



Recycling Grants Progra. Update
ft’s been an exciting
year for the Arkansas
Recycling Grants Pro
gram. The ADEQ Recy
cling/Market Develop
ment Branch staff has
worked to clarify pro
gram requirements and
to increase ease of ac
cess to the program
information.

Major projects during
the year included:

• Setting specific
dates for various
program deadlines

• Developing new
forms and guidance
for the program

• GMng the public
access to forms and
guidance through
the ADEQ web site

More than $4.1 million
was allocated to the 18
regional solid waste
management districts
for the 2010 grant
round. (Grant round
year runs a year behind
the state fiscal year.) Of
thIs, $3.6 million has
been distributed
through 127 grants to
districts, cities, coun
ties and recycling faclli

• Providing training
about the grants
program, Including
its history and re
quirements

• Working on a new
database for the
grants program,
Including entering
Information and
designing reports
that compile this
information in a
variety of ways

• GMng the public
access to infor
mation from this
database through
the ADEQ web site
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ties statewide. This In
vestment will support
projects with total costs
projected at neariy $10
million. Grant recipi
ents provide the bal
ance of funds for these
projects, $6.4 million in
this case.

During the past five
grant rounds (2006
2010), nearly $18.4
million has been dis

While all of these pro
jects enhance the pro
gram, we are especially
proud of the new data
base. ft currently con
tains information about
all grants since 2004.

Having this information
In a database allows us
to easily track the ac
complishments of the
Recycling Grants Pro
gram, It also provides
reports that branch
staff and regional wild
waste management dis
tricts can use to audit
equipment and expend
itures, as well as keep
track of Items required
by statute or regula
tion.

ft’s been a busy year,
but the results are
worth It, We’re looking
forward to continuing
the progress In 2012.

tributed through 686
grants. Projected total
cost of the supported
projects Is nearly $53.3
million.

Grant recipients report
ed recyclIng 866,674.5
tons of materials in
2011. The sale of these
materials provided
nearly $8.4 million to
support community re
cycling programs.

Stat. of Ucycliag in Arlcanas 2011

S

an
• • Owwwwmd

‘—c—nir
a—

a
•O ADEQ

S
All now forms and gnldaaco
documonts follow a similar

rhe $1.6

million

disbursed from

2010 grant

funds supports

recycling

projects with

total costs

estimated at

nearly $10

million.

Recycling Grants Statistics
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Materials Recycled 2011

Material Weight in Tons

Batteries 8,713
Electronic Waste 7,265

18,406

Household Hazardous Waste 969
Metals 1,079,011

Aluminum Cans/Non-ferrous—-Aluminum, Brass, Copper 1 38,967

Ferrous—Steel and Iron 849,193

White Goods (Ferrous) 86,193

Other 4,658

Oil (motor, cooking) 27,541

Paper 211,989
Cardboard 126,086

Magazines/Mixed Paper 1 2,354

Newsprint 20,990

Sorted Office Paper 43,020

Sorted White Ledger 1,385

Other 8,1 54

Plastic 68,317
HDPE (High Density Polyethylene) 4,308

LDPE (Low Density Polyethylene) 916

PET (Polyethylene Terephthalate) 6,488

Poly Pipe 39,994

Other 16,611

Textiles & Leather 707
Tires & Rubber 12,569
Wood Waste 60,104

Yard Wastes 105,424

Total 1,601,015

Tons Landfilled = 3,504,957

Tons Recycled 1,601,015

Total Waste Stream (Tons) = Tons Landfilled + Tons Recycled = 5,105,972

Tons Recycled/Total Waste Stream x 1 00 = Recyci I ng Rate = 31 . 4%

Arkansas also reclaimed 4727O tons of Tire Derived Fuel, 59,944 tons of asphalt and 355,468 tons of road mate
rial (not included in above totals).

State of Recycling in Arkansaa 2011 Page 3
1.
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Computer and Electronic Equipment Recycling

The use and disposal of
electronic items has
increased exponentially
during the last decade,
and used electronic
equipment is now the
most rapidly growing
segment of the munici
pal solid waste stream.
To help build the infra
structure needed to
handle used electron
ics, Arkansas legisla
tors have enacted two
key pieces of legisla
tion for funding.

Both the E-Waste
Grants Program and
the Arkansas Computer
and Electronic Equip
ment Recycling Pro
gram (formerly E-WEN)
are administered by the

Recycling Branch of
ADEQ’s Solid Waste
Management Division.
The first, the E-Waste
Grants Program, is
open to both public
and private programs
while the second, the
Arkansas Computer
and Electronic Equip
ment Recycling Pro
gram, is open only to
public programs.

E-Waste grants were
first awarded in 2006 to
find ways to properly
manage computers and
other used electronics
statewide. In 2010, al
most $1 13,000 was
awarded to eight recipi
ents.

Economic conditions in
recent years prompted
legislators to enact a
second grants program
to assist public pro
grams with transporta
tion costs associated
with recycling used elec
tronics. This “eminent
need” funding was au
thorized on a temporary
basis, while a long-term
solution is planned.

Now in its third year,
the Arkansas Computer
and Electronic Equip
ment Recycling Pro
gram awarded almost
$625,000 in 2010. This
fiscal year, $2.5 million
is available for awards,
and project categories
have expanded.

Brian Pugh helps Un
load a TV at an e-waste
recycling event in
northwest Arkansas.


