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March 14, 2016

Marty Garrity, Executive Secretary
Arkansas Legislative Council
Arkansas State Capitol, Room 315
Little Rock, AR 72201

RE: State Park Property Acquisitions
Dear Ms. Garrity:

Arkansas State Parks (ASP) policy is to provide housing for park superintendents and
other uniform / park management staff, benefiting our department by having staff onsite
or nearby to respond to round-the-clock emergencies and increase security for protection
of park resources and facilities. Although specific housing has not yet been identified for
purchase, existing homes meeting ASP minimum standards (3 BR / 1.5 BA, 1,550 s.f. min.)
can be purchased adjacent to park property or within the surrounding areas for much less
than our department can generally contract and construct a new employee residence.
The following park locations have been identified as priority residence locations at this
time:

(e]

Arkansas Museum of Natural Resources State Park near Smackover;
o Arkansas Post Museum State Park near Gillette;

o Lower White River Museum State Park in Des Arc;

o Petit Jean State Park on Petit Jean Mountain;

o Pinnacle Mountain State Park in Pulaski County.

These acquisitions will protect and preserve the parks’ natural, cultural, and historic
resources. The enclosed maps provide illustrations of the acquisition areas. Grant funds
and/or Amendment 75 budget allocations are available to acquire these properties.



In accordance with A.C.A. § 22-4-106, | am respectfully requesting the Arkansas
Legislative Council’s (ALC) favorable advice to complete these property acquisitions. Initial
approval of the acquisitions for Arkansas Museum of Natural Resources State Park,
Arkansas Post Museum State Park, and Lower White River Museum State Park was granted
by the State Park, Recreation and Travel Commission at their August 21-22, 2015, meeting.
Initial approval of the acquisitions for Petit Jean State Park and Pinnacle Mountain State
Park were granted at the November 18-19, 2015, meeting. Governor Hutchinson’s office
has provided favorable advice and | ask that you place our request on the forthcoming April
ALC agenda. If you have any questions or need further information, please call me at 682-
2535, or Grady Spann at 682-7743. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

VY

Kane Webb
Executive Director

Enclosures

KW/JK

Cc: Grady Spann
Randy Roberson

Jeff King
Melinda Miller
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