STATE OF ARKANSAS
ASA HUTCHINSON
GOVERNOR

November 10, 2022

Senator Terry Rice, Co-Chair
Representative Jeffrey Wardlaw, Co-Chair
Arkansas Legislative Council

Arkansas General Assembly

Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Co-Chairs:

Over the last eight years, my Administration has worked diligently to improve the
lives of Arkansans, and I am pleased with the advances we have made. While my term as
Governor may be coming to an end, the state’s commitment to improving the well-being
of all its residents remains the same. The attached budget is consistent with the goals
and priorities my Administration has established and reflects our ongoing commitment
to education, law enforcement, and families in Arkansas.

A good education is impossible without the presence of qualified and experienced
teachers. An increase to Education totaling $200 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 2024, along
with a $350 million increase in FY 2025. These increases are more than sufficient to
raise starting teacher pay to a level that is competitive and will attract more highly
qualified teachers into the profession. This will also help Arkansas remain competitive
with surrounding states, thereby providing our students with the skills necessary to
succeed in the workplace. Regarding Higher Education, a total of $4 million has been
designated to ensure the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff receives its federal match
as a land grant university for the next two fiscal years.

The wellbeing of our communities would not be possible without the tireless
efforts of our law enforcement officers (LEOs). Together, we have displayed our
appreciation for these brave and selfless individuals earlier this year through Acts 223
and 224, and we will continue to show our support by increasing the State Police Budget
by $1.5 million for each of the next two years.
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As we continue to prioritize our LEOs, we must also ensure we have the facilities
and tools to effectively manage inmates and parolees. That is why we are providing the
Department of Correction an additional $5.4 million in FY 2024 and $7.3 million in FY
2025. Additionally, Community Correction will see an increase of $5.5 million for each
of the next two years. Together, these efforts illustrate Arkansas’s commitment to
supporting law enforcement and protecting citizens.

Over the course of my tenure as Governor, we have worked together to support
veterans and Arkansans currently serving in the military. Thanks to Act 141 of the 915t
General Assembly, military retirement is no longer taxed at the state level, thereby
providing much needed relief to those who have served our nation. The Department of
the Military will receive an increase of $4.2 million.

Finally, Arkansas prides itself on being a place where children and families can
thrive, so it is imperative we create an environment where youth can succeed. Across the
nation, Americans have dealt with the rising costs of food, gas, and other essential items,
and foster families are no exception. This is why the attached budget includes an
increase in payments for foster families and offers monthly payments to provisional
foster parents. Additionally, my budget includes funding for our juvenile justice system,
providing the treatment and resources for at-risk teens and children, thereby building a
brighter future for all Arkansans.

Thank you.

incerely,
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