
ARKANSAS FORESTRY COMMISSION 

Juc Fox , R .F. 
State J'o£e$1el 

Februm-y 9, 2015 

The Honorable T .urry Teague 
Arkansa.~ Senate 
State Capitol 

3X21 Wcsl Rl>(>seveh Road Linlc Ruck, AR 72204-6396 

(501) ::!96·1940 fax: (501) 291\-1949 

1l1e Ilonorablc Lane Jean 
Arkansas House ofRepresentarivcs 
State Capitol 

Re: Arkansas Forestry Com•nission monthly activity report for January 2015 

Dear Senator Teague and Representative Jean: 

Per Ac:t 59 of the 89th Gener<~-1 Assembly, 2014 Fiscal Session, Secli~m 48, the Arkaosa.~ For~try 
Commission (AFC) is lo report monthly fiscal und agency activities to the )oint Budget 
Committee. Please find attached the report for January 201 S. 

One year ago nn Friday, January 31,2014, AFC pilot Jake Harrell was flying a regularly 
scheduled wildlire detection route in AFC District 2 (southwest Arkansas). Jake lost his life as 
the result '' I' a plane crash. 

On Friday, January 30, 20 J 5, AFC unveiled Jake·~ name on AFC's Fallen Firefighter Memorial. 
A FC has lo~t 5 firefighters in lhe line of duty. 

To better report location~ of AFC's detection plaoes, AFC installed a satellite tracking syst.ern in 
each AfC plane thai provides a position report every 2 minutes to AFC' s Dispatch Center. In 
addition, each AFC plane has au emergency locator transmitter with internal UPS. 

Respectfully yours, 

ARKANSAS FOREStRY COM~IISSION 

~(.4 ~r~ 
Joe S. Pox 

cc: Dfo A Director T .an-y Walther 
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Cynthia Edwards 



~'lRE :PROTii:CTlON 

ARKANSASFORESTRYCO~~ON 

January 2015 Activity and Fi:K:al ~port 

Wildfires: During Janual), a lotal of231 wildfires were suppressed for a total of3,200 at..'Tes burned. 
Ten year average for the month of Januacy is 155 wildfires for 2, 765 at..TCS burned. 

Rural Fire Protection: Rural Fire Protection (RFP) assists rur<~l volunteer fire depurtments with 
organization, training and equipment. RFP provides interest-free loans and administers federal grants to 
assist approximately 1,000 volunteer rural fire department~. The R.FP !lhop provides maintenance to AFC 
equipment. 

Tn January, 29 rural tire departments (93 firefighters) were provided wildland fire training. There were 4 
Department of Defenre (DOD) generators (valued at S102,J07.00) picked up from military posts. 16 
DOD Recycling Control Point (RCP) items (valued at $24,51 0.00) were received for redistribution to 
VFD's including lire nozzles and pumps. 

Rum! Fire provided 4 interest free lo1111S via the Rural Fire Revolving Loan Fund in January. 
o Stony Point- 1992 Freightliner w/2000 gal tank -$14,945.53- Perry Co. 
o Waldron-1973 Fire Truck w/2000 gal tank- $12,000.00- Scotl Co. 
o Gassville- 1992 Freightliner w/2000 g<~l umk- $13,691.37-Baxter Co. 
o Pyatt Rural Fire-1984 Ford Pierce C8000 Pumper- $7,000.00- Marion Co. 

The RFP shop completed maintenanco:: on twelve i\fC vehides and dozers. 

Firewise; Firewise staff and district personnel work \\oith fire department-. and civic organizations to make 
communitit:s safer from the threat ot"wildfLre through mitigation project~ am.! community education 
initiatives. Arkansas leads the n<~tion with 145 active Firewise comnnUlities. Recognized communities 
display Firewisc signs at the city limits. 

In January, fircwise stan· assisted 20 communities with firewise renewal efforts, a:ssisted one community 
with a Community Wildfire Protection l'lan, conducted nine initial presentations ahout the Firewisc 
program, and presented two risk assessment trainings. foircwise staff presented a program at the Petit Jean 
Mountain Properly Owners' Association meeting. 

Fircwise staff visited 17 AFC county and district offices to discuss Fircwise programs in their area and 
met wilh 25 tir.e chiefs to provide in formation on Hrewise. Firewisc staff met with three county Office 
of Emergency Management coordinators about Firewise. Firewisc stafT provided educational material for 
five Firewise events. 

Firewise staff worked with the Arkrulsas Fallen l"irefigbters Memorial, attended the annual Fire School in 
Joplin (AR), and worked with the Arkansas Fire Boat School committee. Pirc\vire stalf assisted Vvitb 



annual AFC fire shelter training. Firewise staff assi.<~ted with three media releases and updated F'acebook 
site and 'lvww.arkansasfirev.~se.com. 

Law Eofonement: AFC has the authority to enforce the laws oflhe State of Arkansas, but focuses 
primarily on unlawful dumping, timber theft, forest fires, and forestry equipment theft and vandalism. 
AFC aggrelisively seeks prosecution or violators to deter such crimes. In January, AFC lnvcstig.ators and 
di:.-trict law enforcement oflicer.s opened 5 dumping, 15 tire related and 8 timber theft cases. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT 

Forest Stewlu·dshlp!RuraJ Forestry Assistance Programs; AFC works wilh a diverse group of 
partners and professionals to conserve, protect, and enhance Arkansas's ton:sts. The Forest Stewardship 
Program (FSP) is an opportunity for non-industrial private f.i.)rest landowners who are interested in 
managing their property for wildlife, recreation, soil and water conservation, agro-forestry and'.or for 
limber production to get a comprehensive multiple use torest management plan that is prepared by private 
consulting or i\FC foresters, private consulting or AGFC private lands wildlife biologists, and USDA 
Natural Resource Conservation Service ~oil and water professionals. Arkansas has 4,696 landowners 
owning 865,000 acres that are enrolled in FSP. Landowners thai implement practices under their FSP 
management plans become Forest Stewards. Arkansas has l ,307 Forest Stewards owning 281 ,978 acres. 

For January, 20 FSP plans were prepared on 3,197 acres. Tn addition, J\1-'C pen;onnel provide technical 
assistance through the rural forestry program to landovm.ers that arc enrolled in USDA tree planting and 
forest management programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program, Wetland Reserve .Program, and AFC Southern Pin!.' Beetle Prevention and 
Restoration Program. AFC foresters prepared 53 rural forestry management plans on 3,950 acres. AFC 
personnel constructed 128,972 feet of fire lane. AFC personnel conducted 28 pre~cribed burns on I, 71 8 
acres. 

AFC assb1s lando~ncrs with reforestation projects. ln January, 13 tracts totaling 572 acres were planted 
in trees. 

Urbao Forestry Assi~tJlnte: Urban Forestry Program :.1aff provides assis1lll!ce and training to 
communities, educational institutions, non-proli.t organizations, developers and homeowners on urban tree 
care, inventory and manllj,'elllenl 

Trees have been proven to dramatically reduce the exposure of chtlllllging sunrays and therefore increasit1g 
the amount of time one can spend ~lulside without getting sunburned. Many playgrounds around the state 
are found in very sunny locations wi th linle to no shade. Sun damage to the ~kin during childhOild is the 
lealling cause of skin cancer in adults. S.T.O . .P. is the acronym for Shade Trees on Playground~. The 
STOP program '1.\-115 established eleven years ago. 

Through STOP the teachers are provided information to help teach the kids about trees and tu help them 
put together program~ to present to parents and members of the community. The children !emu about 
how shade can hd p stop skin cancer as well as how tree:; provide clean air and water, buffering I'Or wind 
and noise, wildlife habitat, fo(•d, wood for homes and provide places to enjoy the outdoors. 

AFC provides five hardwood shade trees such as oak and maple for the children to planL A FC personnel 
assist v.ith the tree planting ceremonies. 
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Over 2,000 students at nine schools participated in the STOP program. Tree planting ceremonies were 
held at: Hermitage, Mansfield, McCrory, Jonesboro, Poyen, Hector, Greers FelT)', Midland and Yellville. 

Baucum Nursery: AFC's Baucwu Nursery produc~s hardwood and pine seedlings for reforestation and 
afforestation efforts. 

Seedling sal~ lor FY15 began on July 15. Sales through the end of January are 1,334,175 pine; I ,741 ,175 
oak and 840,875 other hardwood. In addition to regular sales listed above, the nursery also grew 1.2 
n1illion hardwood seedlings on contract for a forest seedling nursery in Mississippi. 

The AFC RcforcsUltion Manager presented an update of the recently completed cone harvest anrl the 
seedling sales by cooler report to i\FC staff at the Januruy meeting. This report lists by species all 
seedlings that w~.re picked up at all remote cooler locations as well as those picked up at Baucum 
Nursery. 

Tn:e Improvemeot: AFC's tree improvement program provides Jandownm; with the highest possible 
genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed. One of AFC's objcctjvcs in tree improvement is establishing the 
highest genetic gain material in ou.r newest pine and hardwood seed orchards. AFC Baucum Nursery 
makes available to landowners the improved vari~ties of pine and hardwood, which h the result of the tree 
improvement program. 

The Tree Improvement staffproce~sed controlled cross cones and counted se~:d for storage. These seed 
will be used to plant the nex1 progeny tests. General O(l;b.ard maintenance is also done this time of year, 
which this year primarily involved pruning top grafb. These top grafls were made in the top of 5 year old 
trees to replace previous clones selected for orchard production. In order to take advantage of new 
progeny test data and a more aggressive orchard design; some clones were dropped from the newest 
orchards and the best clones are replicated many more times in the new design as compared with the old 
design. '11lese top grafts provide the desired clone for orchard produc-tion with a 5 year jump start to their 
production of cones. TI1at is the reason lhe old tree is not cut d0\1-n and a newly gral\ed seedling planted 
in its place. The limbs below the top grnft will gradually be removed which will leave only the newly 
desired done for cone production. 

Best :Management Praetilleli: AFC provides BMP lr.1ining to Joggers and timber companies, conducts 
courtesy exams prior or during timber harvest oper.1tions and addresses logging comp]ajnts. 

The BMP Coordinator received two tim her harvesting complaint. After field inspection neither complaint 
""11s found valid. 

'!be RMP Coordinmor provided reports at the Arkansa.~ Forestry Association (AFA) BMP Task Force 
Commiuee meeting. 

'nlc BJvlJ> Coordinator atten<l~d Arkansas Timber Producers A~soeiatiun In-Woods Expo planning 
meeting. The In-Woods Expo will be held JW\e 1 8-20, 201 S. 

The BMP Coordinator applied for a federal gr.1nt that, if approved, will allow the AFC to provide specific 
BMP technical and non-technical training and conduct a ~tate wide BMP implementation survey which 
uses satellite imagery to locate harvest sites for potential tracts to survey. 

Forest Inventory and Analysis: i\FC in cooperution with the USDA Forest Service Southern Research 
Station is respon~ible for collecting scientific daUI from permanently established plots located all over the 
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state. The plots, each representing 5,937 acres, are strategically located on a three-mile by three-mile grid. 
The inventory plots have been generating data since they were established in the I 950' s. Natw:al m;ource 
managers tt'\e the data to make management d~t~ioos and follow ArkanSIIS' oatu.r31 resource trends 
through lime. 

For January, F[A personnel have measured and submitted data on 87 plots. 

COMMlJNICATJONS 

The Public lnfoun.ation Cooidinator (PIC) C<Jordinated the Smokey Bear Birthday Celehrution at a 
birthday event in ElDorado. Winning poster l>"tudents were in attendance, as ·was Smokey Bear. 

PIC coordinated events for the Jake Harrell Memorial Service at the AFC headquarters, <:Qmmemorating 
the addition ofhis name to the Al-"C Fallen Firefighter's Memorial. 

o Coordinated fuJI media presence ut the event. Provided full support, briefings, and event 
interviews; coordinated additional irrtervicws with State Forester and A FC Law 
Enforcement. 

PJC distributed release covering total Wtldfin: activity over Martin Luther King Weekend. 

o Providtxl two radio interviews a~ lbllow-up to relca~e. 
o Coordinated with media for 2 televi~ion interviews during the hlgh wildfire activtty 
o Coordinoted with several countie~ for specific county-level information for these releases 

(Benton, Miller, and Grant County). 
o Social media response was excellent through that weekend with around 14,000 unique 

views per post in some cases. 

PIC worked with Central Arkansas Water (CAW) lO develop forestry talk in~ points to promote forest 
munugement in watcrshod. areas. 

AFC hosted Southem Group State Fon:ster (SGSF) Communicotions meeting for :."trutegy and plaru1ing. 

o Attendees from variott'\ Southern States attended, including: Texas, Louisiana, tvfississippi, 
Kentucky, florida, Georgia, and Oklahoma. 

PIC participated in A FC I 0 I Class for new hires. 

PIC attended annual Fire School (hosted for U.S. Forest Service crews in wel>t Arkansas, local AFC 
crews, local VJ:iDs, and AF'C Executive Staff). Guesl cooperators included Corps of Engineers, National 
Weather Service, Office or Rmergency Management C\•ordinators, and olheni. 

AFC Social Media Update: 

o Facebook- 12.272 Followers 
o Tv.itter - 4,591 

AFC districts reported participating in 19 news article$, 15 presentations t\• ~chool and civic groups, and I 
festival or event exhibit. 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

4020014000 nmber Severance -
•• SR (3.0) -Taxes ~ 

4030002000 AQeage Tax 
" SR (1 5) -Taxes 

4034001000 Rents 
•• SR (1 5) - Rents. Royalties, Leas 

4037001000 Miscellaneous Income 
" SR (1 5)- Miscenaneous 

4038001000 Tunber sates 
4038003000 5eedtlng Sales 

~ SR (1 5)- Sales of AQency Produce 
4040017000 NBR - Other iaxes 

•• OR- Taxes 
4042001000 ~lnes 

•• OR - F1nes and Penalties 
4043002100 NBR License & Perm1t 

.. OR - Licenses and Permits 
4044004000 NBR- Rent 

" OR· Rents 
4047002000 other Sales 
4047001200 NBR Misc. Rev. 
404 7003000 Contnbutions/Donate 
4047099000 Mise Revenue 
4047099600 NBR- Other 
6200003000 -~DonatiOnS 

" OR - Miscellaneous 
4048019000 R.esales 

" OR - Sales of Goods and ServiCes 
4049003000 Interest D!stnb 

" OR - Investment Revenue 
4050003000 Oth Refund&!Re!mb 
4050003999 NBR-Oih Grants/Reimb 
40S700SOOO Utdity Re1mbur 

-
' 

-

' 

•• OR - Grants and Reimbursements _ 
4050004000 Fed Grants/Ril1mburse 
4050004100 NBR- Grant Rev 

" Federal Grants and Reimbursements 
4090010000 3% Spedal Rev Fees 
o4090020000 1 5% Spl Rev Fees 
409003000() Mdltl,onal SR Fees _ 

- Treasury Charges _ 
501000,000 0.0 Regular Salanes 
5010001100 NBR ·Personal SII'S 
5010001600 NBR - Emp Benefits 
5010002000 01 Exua Help sat 
501000SOOO 06 Overume salarieS 
5010005000 03 RCA & Medic Exp 
5010006000 03 Ben Ins Exp HAL 
5010006500 Agency Cost of ARCAP 

January 31,2015 

Balance 
(316, 776.30) 
(316,776.30} 
(495,510.25) 
(495,510.25) 

(200.00) Rental of State Owned Housing 
(200.00) 

0.00 
0.00 

(147,542.00) 
(64,795.75) 

(212,337.75) 
0.00 
0.00 

(357.50) 
(357.50) 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

(6,219.62) Trees of AR books, Prescribe Bum, Fire Lane 
0.00 
0.00 

(6,219.62) 
(7,996.49) 
{7,996.49) Flr&fi!Jhling Equ1pment of Volunteer Fire Depts 

(0.09) 
(0.09) Interests 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

(1,489,247.66) 
0.00 

(1,469,247.68) 
9,503.35 

10,537.66 
1,336.08 

21,377.29 Spec1al Revenue Treasury Charges 
798,589.36 

0.00 
0.00 

2,172.18 
0.00 

56,719.27 
118,080.00 

4,567.29 
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5010007000 03 Retiremttnt Exp 
5010008000 03 UnempiOy Comp Exp 
5010009000 03 Wo~erComp Exp 
5010011000 16 Fbced Uf'loform All 

~ SaJaty Expense 
5020001000 PProslage...mt.., 
5020002000 Telecomm Wired 
5020003000 Telecomm Wireless 
5020004000 Netwo~ Services Exp 
5020004200 lnlemet Serv-Tech 
5020005000 Freigllt 
50"20006000 NBR Com & Trans Com 

·• Communocatton & Transp. of Commod 
5030001000 Printing 
5030001100 02-Print-AgenPub 
5030002000 Bind Copy Collate 

5030003000 Ad¥ertise Clip Svc 
5030004000 Film Processing 

~ Printing & Advertising 
50300(Y.l()00 02-Bidg & Grde Maint 
50300051 00 Pest Control Cl 02 
5030008000 Office Equip Matnl 
5030010000 Pub Safely Eq Maint 
5030011000 lnd lnst Equtp Maint 
5030012000 02 ·Vehicle Msint 
503001"1000 Mar Av1 Equip Maint 
5030015000 Reseacch Equip Maint 
5030016000 DP EqUip Maillt 
5030017000 Soltwwe PM!nlenanoe 
5030021000 NBR- Repa;~l,r ~ Serv. 

- Repairing & Servicing 
504000 t 000 Electricity 
5040003000 water & seo:;aw•"'II9E'"' 
5040003100 02 W8l.ef 
5040004000 Natural Gas Propan& 
5040005000 Rent of FaolliUe5 
5040006000 Lease Private Land 
5040007000 Rent of Ot'rlce Equip 
5040011000 01toer Rent & Leases 
5040012000 NBR .utilmes & Ren 
5040013000 Satellite/cable~ 

•• Utilities & Rent 
5050001000 02 Mileage 
5050002000 09 Mileage 
5050003100 02- Meals 
5050003200 02 - Lodging 
5050004100 09- Meals 
5050004200 09- Lodgtng 
5050005000 02 Common Carrier 
6050009000 02 Ground Transport 
5050011000 02 P001g Feee Tnwel 
5050013000 02 other Travel Exp 
5050017000 02 Coni Semonar Fees 
5050018000 09 Conf Seminar Fees 

117,988.75 
0.00 

16,626.99 
400.00 

1,115.143.84 
1,123.53 

14,823.95 
370.31 

1,546.73 
222.64 

0.00 
0.00 

18,086.16 
(1 ,039.82) Sales Tax Refund, Trees of AR 

0.00 
0.00 

Camden News 
228.66 Publishing 

0.00 
(81 1.16) 
9,443.54 

329.18 
0.00 

3,425.06 
9,023.25 
9,839.52 
4,603.80 Aircraft Maintenance 
7,095.90 Axiom Datalogger 

484.50 
0.00 
0.00 

44.244.75 
12,426.19 
1,490.68 

45.14 
8,548.92 
6,311.15 

0.00 
1,184.25 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

30,005.33 
31 3.05 

0.00 
230.37 
921 .81 

0.00 
0.00 

838.77 
0.00 

34.88 
0.00 

2.ns.oo 
35.00 
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50500191 00 Bo8l'd Member Expel tee 669.56 
5050021000 02 NonStateEmp Trav 0.00 
5050023000 NBR Travel/Sub Cl 02 0.00 
6050024000 NBR Travel/Sub Cl 09 0.00 

" Travel & Subs1stence 5,819.44 
5060001000 Profeas1onal Adm Fee 4, 100.00 Stewardship Plans 
5060001400 02 we Admlll Fee Exp 799.06 
5060016000 NBR Prosvs & Fees 0.00 
5080015000 Mile .. Technical Slt!V 1,169.75 

.. Professional Services & Fees 6,068.81 
5070001000 Surety Perform Bonds 0.00 
5070002000 Vehicle Insurance 0.00 
5070003000 Bid Contents Ins 0.00 
5070007000 Other Insurance 19,717.00 Aircraft Insurance for 1 year 
5070010000 NBR -Ins. & Bonds 0.00 

•• Insurance & Bonds 19,717.00 
5080006000 Aaaoc Member Dues 0.00 
5080007000 Tuition & Course Mat 0.00 
5080009000 Jamtonal Servrce 0.00 
5080010000 Laundry Uniform Svc (185.53) Refund 
5080011000 02·Contract Food 5ef 1,811 .02 
5080014000 Trash Pickup Service 982.46 
5080016000 Temp Employ Svc 8,469.89 
5080019000 Veh Lie Tille Fees 113.00 
5080020000 Enforce Invest Exp 154.00 
5080029000 NBR - Other Exp, Svs 0.00 
5120011000 Loans to Individuals 37,412.47 Loans to RFDs 

•• Other Expen~ & Services 48,757.31 
5090002000 Natural Res Suws 3,973.05 Seed1ng Bags 
5090003000 Speaal Purpose Supp 370.57 Plaques 
5090004000 Tlrvs 1,500.64 
5090005000 02 Gasoline Purchase 15,169.01 
5090005100 02 Diesel Fuel Purchase 3,610.70 
5090005200 02 Aviation Fuel 469.21 
5090006000 Office Supplies 6,191.87 
5090007000 Educ SupJllies Mats 839.69 
5090011000 Photo Supps Mats 97.42 
5090013000 02-Pub Safe,MH Sups 798.75 
5090014000 Drugs & Medic•nes 0.00 
5090015000 Health Lab Supps 0.00 
5090016000 Shoplndus1Supps 6,801 .87 
5090018000 Subacriptions Pubs 0.00 
!50900 19000 Food Purchi!$85 257.73 
5090020000 02..Ciolhing,Relltem 0.00 
5090022000 02-K!t,Jan,House SUp 1,608.24 
5090023000 Seed Fert Coni Agent 62,099.60 
5090025000 Agrl Holt WL Supps 26,457.86 
5090026000 DP Supps 2,023.88 
5090027000 Software/Licenses 185.30 
5090030000 Other Comm Mat SUpp 0.00 
5090036000 NBR - Comm, Mat. Sup 0.00 
5900004000 LVA Exp (Modified) 39,362.29 Rad'10s, Smokey Bear Swls 
5901070000 LVA Elcp Full 39,362.29 

•• Commodities, Materials & Supplies 211 '179.97 
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5100001000 04 Assist Grant& Aid 
5100005000 02 AssiSI Grants Aid 

•• AsstSiance. Grants & Aids 
5110002000 02 Other Refiiiu:ta 
511 !)015000 NBR Ref T8l(es Cla1111s 

•• Refunds, Taxes & Claims 
6080001300 RefExpS!esTaxRebate 

•• Refunds 
5900003000 capital outlay 

.. capital Outlay 
5901020000 0epr Expense {FUH) 

.. Oeprec!aboll/Amortizatlon 
6100002000 Ga tnloss FA(Full) 

•• Ga1n/Loss on Fixed Assets 
6060003000 lnter-Agy Xfers In 
6080004500 lntraAgy GR Tran-ln 
6060006800 FS Adj Op Trans In 
6060006850 FA Transt.rs In 
8060007200 M & R Transfers In 
6060008000 PY RB'VIFen Xlr In 
6061003000 lnler-Agy XM Out 
8061004100 GR RECLAAM XFER 

OUT 
6081006800 FS Adj Op Trans Out 
6061006850 FA Transfers Out 
6061008000 PY Rev/Fees )(trOut 

H Transfers In/Out 
6990001000 Prior Yr warr Outlaw 
6990002000 Prior Yr Warr Cancel 
69Q0003000 Prior Yr Ref lo ~ 

•• Prior Year Adjustment 
"'BALANCE = '--

63,902.42 Grants lo RFOs, Landowners for SPB 
0.00 

63,902.42 
2,120.00 

0.00 
2,120.00 

0.00 
0.00 

522,760.94 Digital 100w Repeaters; Land Acquisition 
522,760.94 
132,292.83 
132.292.83 

0.00 
0.00 

(200,000.00) 
(832,344.84) 

0.00 
2,592.82 

(45,422.01) 
0.00 
0.00 

0.00 
000 

(2,592.82) 
0.00 

(1 ,071, 766.85) 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
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