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UNIVERSITY OF 

ARKANSAS. 
Office of the Chancellor 

July 6, 2022 

Secretary Larry W. Walther
Arkansas Department of Finance & Administration
Office of the Secretary 
1509 West 7th Street, Suite 401 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Secretary Walther: 

The University of Arkansas, Fayetteville is formally requesting the release of $1,000,000 from the 
Restricted Reserve Fund to provide support for the construction of the University's Multi-User Silicon 
Carbide Research and Fabrication Facility (MUSiC Lab). 

The University has been awarded $17.87 million from the National Science Foundation and $5.4 million 
from the Army Research Laboratory to assist with the overall funding needs of non-construction 
infrastructure, equipment, technology installation, enhancements to existing facilities and other 
program related expenses of the MUSiC Lab. When operational, the facility will enable the fabrication of 
circuits and devices on 6-inch semiconductor wafers for educational, commercial, and military entities. 

The facility has taken on an increased importance due to the worldwide semiconductor shortage and 
the University's MUSiC facility will be in the perfect position to help. The use of semiconductors is 
widespread across many industries and products that we use every day. Currently, only one in five 
semiconductors is produced in the United States. In addition, we have workforce challenges due to the 
current lack of electrical engineers. 

We understand that the request requires approval by the Arkansas Legislative Council - PEER 
committee. 

We appreciate your assistance and guidance on obtaining access to the requested funds. 

R
�� 

Charles F. Robinson, Ph.D. 
Interim Chancellor 

425 Administration Building• Fayetteville, AR 72701 • 479-575-4140 • Fax: 479-575-2361 • www.uark.edu 
The University of Arkansas is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. 
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Asa Hutchinson
Governor

Stacy Hurst
Secretary

July 13, 2022

Mr. Larry W. Walther
Secretary

Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration
1509 West Seventh Street, Suite 401

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3933

Re: Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism Restricted Reserve Funding Request for
the National Cold War Center

Dear Secretary Walther,

Pursuant to Arkansas Code Annotated §19-5-1263 (c), the purpose of this letter is to request a
funds transfer of $1.9 million from the Restricted Reserve Fund for FY2023 to the Arkansas

Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism. The Department is requesting this transfer of funds
and will direct the funds through the Division of Arkansas Heritage to the National Cold War
Center located on Eaker Air Force Base, in Blytheviile, Arkansas. The funds will be utilized to

provide assistance in establishing the National Cold War Center.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.

Sin

Stacy Hurst
Secretary
State Hist-ertic Preservation Officer
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