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Supreme Qourt of Arkansas

HOWARD W. BRILL JUSTICE BUILDING PHONE (501) 882.68723
CHIEF JUSTICE FAX {(501) 6834006
625 MARSHALL STREET Emai. howard.bril@arcourts.gov

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201

April 14, 2016
Senator Bart Hester, Co-Chairman, Representative Doug House, Co-Chairman,
Personnel Subcommittee of the Personnel Subcommittee of the
Joint Budget Committee Joint Budget Committee
Arkansas State Capitol Arkansas State Capitol
Little Rock, AR 72201 Little Rock, AR 72201

Re: Arkansas Supreme Court Appropriation Request, FY 2017
Gentlemen:

This morning the Joint Budget Committee referred a letter from me dated March 31,
2016, to your committee for your review and recommendation. Since the time of my
original letter, the Arkansas Supreme Court received and approved an additional request
which requires a revision to our initial request. Please substitute this letter as the full
explanation of our request for an amendment to Senate Bill 69,

This revised request includes four revisions to the FY2017 appropriation for the
Arkansas Supreme Court being considered during the Fiscal Session of the Arkansas General
Assembly. None of these requests require a change to any of the agency’s funding or
appropriation levels. !

The first change is within Section 5 of SB69, which contains the positions which are
paid through the Bar of Arkansas account. These employees are paid with cash funds which
are generated as a result of the Supreme Court’s management and oversight of the practice of
law pursuant to Amendment 28 of the Arkansas Constitution. One of these programs, the
Judges and Lawyers Assistance Program, provides counseling and related services to Arkansas



judges, attorneys and law students who are impaired due to issues of drug and alcohol
addiction. The current staff consists of two licensed therapists. Due to an increase in the need
for their services, the JLAP program needs clerical and office assistance to support its work.
We need to add an additional position to this section of the appropriation as follows:

SUPREME COURT ADMIN ASSISTANT JLAP GRADE 115

The second change—also within Section 5 of SB69 and part of the Bar of Arkansas
account—will add a Program Coordinator position to the Arkansas Access to Justice
Commission. The Commission coordinates statewide efforts to ensure that all Arkansans have
equal access to the civil justice system. The Commission’s two staff oversee the work of the
Commission, as well as the court’s Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts (IOLTA) program.
Additional capacity is needed for the Commission to implement initiatives designed to make
legal representation more affordable for and accessible to the Arkansans who need them,
including Arkansans in rural and underserved areas of the state. We need to add another
position to this section of the appropriation as follows:

SUPREME COURT PROGRAM COORDINATOR OF AJC GRADE 126
No increases in the appropriation levels to support these additional positions are necessary.

The third change—also within Section 5 of SB69 and part of the Bar of Arkanses
Account—will add a staff attorney position for the Committee on Professional Conduct. The
wotk of the Committee is essential to ensure the proper discipline of attorneys who violate
ethical standards. We need to increase from one to two of the following positions within
Section 5 as follows:

SUPREME COURT STAFF ATTORNEY OPC GRADRE 126
No increase in the appropriation levels to support the position is necessary.

The final change involves an upgrade to a current position found in Section 1 of SB96
and is a result of a revision of job duties and responsibilities which has already taken place.
The position, “CODE Q123C ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT” isa grade C115 and has
previously functioned as clerical support. With recent changes to utilize technology to
automate our processing of claims, we have increased the responsibilities of the position and
the level of training and expertise required. The position now interacts directly with and
functions consistent with the duties of other employees within the Office of the Clerk. We
would, therefore, request that the position be re-titled as “Deputy Clerk” and re-classified
from a Grade C115 to a Grade C117.



No increase in the appropriation levels to support the increase in grade are necessary.

I respectfully request your review and approval of these four changes during the Fiscal
Session. Should you have a question or require further information, feel free to let me know.

Sincerely,
}}M W B
Howard W. Brill

cc: All Justices



ARKANSAS SENATE

90th General Assembly - Fiscal Session, 2016
Amendment Form DRAFT

Subtitle of Senate Bill No. 69
AN ACT FOR THE ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT APPROPRIATION FOR THE 2016-2017 FISCAL YEAR.

Amendment No. ___to Senate Bill No. 69

Amend Senate Bill No. 69 as originally introduced:

Page 2, delete line 17 in its entirety and insert the following:
“(24) Q228C DEPUTY CLERK 1 GRADE Cl117”®

And
Page 4, line 13, delete "1" and insert "2"
And

Page 4, immediately following Item No. (7) insert a new Item No. to read as
follows:

“(8) Q229C SUPREME COURT PROGRAM COOR OF AJC 1 GRADE C126”
And

Page 4, line 22, delete “__ 2” and insert “2”

And

Page 4, immediately following Item No. (16) insert a new Item No. to read as
follows:

“(17) Q230C SUPREME COURT ADMIN ASSISTANT JLAP 1 GRADE C11i5”
And

Page 4, line 23, delete “19” and insert “22"

And

Appropriately renumber the Item No. in Section 5.

DRAFT WLC154 -. 04-15-2016 08:21:11 Page 1 of 2



The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended and read the second time and
By: Joint Budget Committee

WLC/WLC - 04-15-2016 08:21:11
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Agency Request and Executive Recommendation for Position and Personnel Changes for FY17 Fiscal Session

Business Area Agency Name FY16 Authorized Positions FY17 Legislative Position Rec
32 Arkansas Supreme Court 67 70

Additional Positions Requested and Recommended

Class Code Title Grade| Number Requested (Agency) Number Recommended (Exec)
Q230C Supreme Court Admin Assistant JLAP C115 1 1
Q229C Supreme Court Program Coor of AJC C126 1 1
Q202C Supreme Court Staff Attorney OPC C126 1 1
Total Number of New Positions 3 3
Total Number of Authorized Positions including Additionals 70 70

Note: AR Supreme Court requesting 3 new positions and 1 reclassification of a position. None of these requests require a change to any of
the agency's funding or appropriation levels.

Position Reclassifications

From To

Class Code Title Grade Class Code Title Grade

Q123C Administrative Assistant C115 Q228C Deputy Clerk C117
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Stricken language will be deleted and underlined language will be added.

State of Arkansas 3
90th General Assembly A Blll

Fiscal Session, 2016 SENATE BILL 69

By: Joint Budget Committee

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO MAKE AN APPROPRIATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICES
AND OPERATING EXPENSES FOR THE ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2017; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
AN ACT FOR THE ARKANSAS SUPREME COURT
APPROPRIATION FOR THE 2016-2017 FISCAL
YEAR.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1. REGULAR SALARIES - OPERATIONS. There is hereby established
for the Arkansas Supreme Court for the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the following

maximum number of regular employees.

Maximum Annual

Maximum Salary Rate

Item Class No. of Fiscal Year
No. Code Title Employees 2016-2017

(1) QOO9N SUPREME COURT CLERK 1 GRADE N912

(2) QOll1C CRIMINAL COORDINATOR 1 GRADE C129

(3) QO10C LIBRARY DIRECTOR 1 GRADE C129

(4) QO12C SUPREME COURT REPORTER 1 GRADE Cl129

(5) QO021C APPELLATE REVIEW ATTORNEY 2 GRADE C128

(6) QO036C CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 1 GRADE C126

(7) QO83C COMMUNICATIONS COUNSEL 1 GRADE C126

LT SR
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(8)

(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)
(20)
(21)
(22)
(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)
(27)

Q217C DEPUTY CRIMINAL COORDINATOR
Q035C SUPREME COURT LAW CLERK

Q037C ASSISTANT CRIMINAL COORDINATOR

Q038C DEPUTY REPORTER

Q051C NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR

Q072C FISCAL OFFICER

Ql41C TECHNICAL ONLINE PUBLISHER
Q090C EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO CLERK

Q091C JUDICIAL CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIST

Ql07C ASSISTANT CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK
Q106C DATA POLICY MANAGER

Ql08C TFINANCIAL SPECIALIST

Q192C PUBLIC SERVICE LIBRARIAN
Q109C RECORDS SUPERVISOR

Q116C JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Q115C SUPREME COURT POLICE CHIEF
Q123C ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Q122C DATA RESEARCH ANALYST

Q124C LIBRARY TECHNICAL ASSISTANT
Q125C SUPREME COURT POLICE OFFICER
MAX. NO. OF EMPLOYEES

SECTION 2. EXTRA HELP - OPERATIONS.

—

GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE
GRADE

—
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There is hereby authorized,

SB69

C126
C126
C125
C125
Cl24
Cc122
Cl122
C119
C119
Cl118
C118
Cl118
Cil8
C118
Cl117
C117
C115
C1l15
Cll5
Cll5

for

the Arkansas Supreme Court for the 2016-2017 fiscal year, the following

maximum number of part-time or temporary employees, to be known as "Extra

Help", payable from funds appropriated herein for such purposes:

five (5)

temporary or part-time employees, when needed, at rates of pay not to exceed

those provided in the Uniform Classification and Compensation Act, or its

successor, or this act for the appropriate classification.

SECTION 3. APPROPRIATION - OPERATIONS.

There is hereby appropriated,

to the Arkansas Supreme Court, to be payable from the State Central Services

Fund, for personal services and operating expenses of the Arkansas Supreme

Court for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017, the following:

ITEM

FISCAL YEAR

09-29-2015 11:55:02 WLCO049
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SB69

NO. 2016-2017
(01) REGULAR SALARIES $2,697,896
(02) EXTRA HELP 30,000
(03) PERSONAL SERVICES MATCHING 845,665
(04) MAINT. & GEN. OPERATION
(A) OPER. EXPENSE 323,089
(B) CONF. & TRAVEL 30,000
(C) PROF. FEES 25,000
(D) CAP. OUTLAY 112,000
(E) DATA PROC. 0
(05) ARKANSAS REPORTS 229,477
(06) COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEYS 195,000
(07) COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 20,000
(08) SPECIAL JUSTICES 5,500
(09) JUDICIAL EDUCATION 100,000
TOTAL AMOUNT APPROPRIATED __ $4.613,627

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - APPELLATE MEDIATION - CASH. There is hereby
appropriated, to the Arkansas Supreme Court, to be payable from the cash fund

deposited in the State Treasury as determined by the Chief Fiscal Officer of

the State, for operating expenses of the Arkansas Supreme Court - Appellate

Mediation Pilot Program for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017, the

following:

ITEM FISCAL YEAR

NO. 2016-2017

(01) MAINT. & GEN. OPERATION
(A) OPER. EXPENSE $0
(B) CONF. & TRAVEL 0
(C) PROF. FEES 9,914
(D) CAP. OUTLAY 0
(E) DATA PROC. 0
TOTAL AMOUNT APPROPRIATED $9,914

SECTION 5. REGULAR SALARIES - SUPREME COURT BAR OF ARKANSAS. There is

hereby established for the Arkansas Supreme Court - Bar of Arkansas for the

3

09-29-2015 11:55:02 WLCO049
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SB69

2016-2017 fiscal year, the following maximum number of regular employees.

Maximum Annual

Maximum Salary Rate

Item Class No. of Fiscal Year
No. Code Title _Employees 2016-2017
(1) QO57N SUPREME COURT DIRECTOR OF OPC 1 GRADE N917
(2) QO058N SUPREME COURT DIRECTOR OF OPP 1 GRADE N916
(3) Q059N SUPREME COURT DEP DIRECTOR OF OPC 1 GRADE N906
(4) Q200C SUPREME COURT DIRECTOR OF AJC 1 GRADE (C128
(5) Q201C SUPREME COURT DIRECTOR OF JLAP 1 GRADE C128
(6) Q199C SUPREME COURT SENIOR STAFF ATTY OPC 1 GRADE (C128
(7) Q202C SUPREME COURT STAFF ATTORNEY OPC 1 GRADE C126
(8) Q204C SUPREME COURT DEPUTY DIRECTOR JLAP 1 GRADE C120
(9) Q203C SUPREME COURT PROGRAM COORDINATOR OPP 2 GRADE C120
(10) Q205C SUPREME COURT INVESTIGATOR OPC 1 GRADE C119
(11) Q207C SUPREME COURT DATABASE MANAGER 1 GRADE C118
(12) Q206C SUPREME COURT FINANCIAL SPECIALIST 1 GRADE C118
(13) Q208C SUPREME COURT PARALEGAL OPC 1 GRADE C118
(14) Q211C SUPREME COURT ADMIN ASSISTANT AJC 1 GRADE C115
(15) Q209C SUPREME COURT ADMIN ASSISTANT OPC 2 GRADE Cl15
(16) Q210C SUPREME COURT ADMIN ASSISTANT OPP 2 GRADE C115

MAX. NO. OF EMPLOYEES

—
A\ =]

SECTION 6. EXTRA HELP - SUPREME COURT BAR OF ARKANSAS. There is hereby

authorized, for the Arkansas Supreme Court - Bar of Arkansas for the 2016-

2017 fiscal year, the following maximum number of part-time or temporary

employees, to be known as "Extra Help", payable from funds appropriated

herein for such purposes:

five (5) temporary or part-time employees, when

needed, at rates of pay not to exceed those provided in the Uniform

Classification and Compensation Act, or its successor, or this act for the

appropriate classification.

SECTION 7. APPROPRIATION - SUPREME COURT BAR OF ARKANSAS. There is

hereby appropriated, to the Arkansas Supreme Court, to be payable from cash

funds as defined by Arkansas Code 19-4-801 of the Arkansas Supreme Court, for

4 09-29-2015 11:55:02 WLCO049



