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ARKANSAS DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION RULES
GOVERNING NUTRITION AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STANDARDS AND BODY
MASS INDEX FOR AGE ASSESSMENT PROTOCOLS IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC

SCHOOLS
Effective Date: Oetober1;2020 RECEIVED
SEP 1-2 2022

1.00 PURPOSE BUREAU OF
LEGISL.% IVE RESEARCH

The purpose of these rules is to establish the requirements and procedures
governing nutrition and physical activity standards amﬁ body mass index for age
assessment protocols in Arkansas Public Schools. <
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2.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY

These Rules are enacted pursuant to*ﬂ)@/authorlty of the State Board@f ‘Education
under Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-16-102, 6 16 132, Q &’71 9, 20-7-134, and 20-7-135.
R
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3.00 DEFINITIONS A

\._ g \.‘_
For the purpose of these rules, thefgllgwiiigﬁcrﬁ?mgan:“'«.\

Eood-items-andfor-béve pdivd iced; lindividually
priced food Qr/Beveragg items p(owded by the non-proﬁt school food service
progragf. Fhese items may or may not be part of the reimbursable meal. A la carte
1tems\must meet fed*eral Smart ancks requirements.

\

3.02 Alllance\ﬁm a“If[ea"lthler Generat-lon Smart Snacks Calculator - A tool developed

. by thieAllianeg for a Healthier Generation to assist schools in identifying products
that mcet the fed@ral nutrition standards for ¢“Smart Snacks=).

3.01

N _3.03 Arkansas thld Health Adv1sory Committee - A state level committee that was
“_ . established by'Ark. Code Ann. § 20-7-133 to develop nutrition and physical
. activity staddards and make policy recommendations to the State Board of
Eﬂucatlon and the Arkansas Board of Health.

3.04 Body Mass Index (BMI) - Weight in pounds divided by height in inches squared
multlplled by 703 (Metric: Weight in kilograms divided by height in meters

squared).

3.05 BMI for Age Assessment - Calculating the height and weight as in the definition
for BMI and applying the CDC growth charts for age and gender.

3.06 BMI for Age Assessment Protocols - A detailed plan designed to describe
appropriate procedure for assessment.



3.07 Body Mass Index Percentile for Age - An indicator to assess the size and growth
patterns of individual children based on the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) BMI-for—age growth charts for boys and girls.

3.08 Breastfeeding Education and Practices — Age-appropriate education for students
regcarding the nutritional benefits of breastmilk. Breastfeeding practices include
the implementation of support and space made available in public schools
facilities for breastfeeding mothers.

Carpenter’s Square - An instrument for ensuring:a level reading of height.

%
=
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Child Nutrition Programs - The federal @i}’d nutritgon-programs operated
by Arkansas public schools, 1ncludmg public chartersghiaols, which
include the National School Lunghi Program, the Schoo Breakfast
Program, the After School Snaﬂ( JProgram, the Special M1k Program, and
the Summer Feeding Prografn, as establishéd: by the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (32 11S.C.§ 41751 et seq.) and the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. Q 17‘71 et seq.).
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Community Healﬁx Nyrse- Spec1ahst (&HNQ Arkansas Department of
Health (ADH) Numes located a%educa‘uonal cooperatives.
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—
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Competitive Foods - Foodsdnd bevemge;’ sold or made available to
studﬂﬁts thgt eompete wlth the school’s operation of the child nutrition
prﬁgmms 1n¢lud1ng, but net limited to, food and beverages sold or
‘provided in a ‘vending vemle\(machmes ice chests, cabinets) in school
"\_stores or as pm£ school ﬂm.dralsers to students on school premises

d&mhgthégehﬂﬂldax

Note ‘This.definition complies with the federal definition of “Competitive
J’obds . fqund in 7 CFR 210.11(a)(1).

3143 121@ Provided Competitive Food and/or Beverages—Smart Snacks-
compliant food and/or beverages that are provided free-of-charge
to a student or group of students by school administrators or school
non-licensed or licensed staff (principals, coaches, teachers, club

. sponsors, etc.), students or student groups, parents or parent
s groups, or any other person, company, or organization associated
with the school site.

3-4H-23.12.2 Sold Competitive Food and/or Beverages—Smart Snacks-
compliant food and/or beverages that are for sale to a student or
group of students by school administrators or school non-licensed
or licensed staff (principals, coaches, teachers, club sponsors, etc.),
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students or student groups, parents or parent groups, or another
person, company or organization associated with the school site.

Confidential - Information marked or intended for a specific person or
persons.

Designee - A person approved or designated by a school district.

DivisienDESE - tThe Division of Elementary and 8¢condary Education of
the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE). .

Digital Scale or Scale - A digital instrumcaﬁ forqneasuring weight.
Elementary School - A campus with® gesignated I;‘bc@l':\Education Agency

(LEA) number containing any coaﬁbjnation of grades kindérgarten through
six (K-6). 3

3.18 Health & Wellness School Ymprovement fi‘ﬁn«.— A sehool level plan that outlines

coals and objectives related to the pfltrition and physical activity environment for

students and/taff.

ND

3-183.1

<

_"ﬁ,ealthy Nutr.ﬁtio‘n Envird't\xﬁépt - A healthy school nutrition environment
- ‘g"i»ves studerts consistent, reliable health information and ample
opportunfty to wsedt.

Height.- A standing measurement in inches or meters.

I“ﬁgﬁ‘\SChOO\Lt' ERE0 REVHRESOH bination-of eradesnine
3 £ - A campus with a designated Leeal-Education
Agency (LEA) number containing any combination of grades nine through

twﬁvgfg 9-12).

_ ' Héalthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 - The federal law that updated the
. meal patterns and nutrition standards for the National School Lunch and

School Breakfast Programs, including access to drinking water, and
updated nutrition standards for all food products sold and marketed on
school grounds to align them with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.
The Act also updated policies regarding school wellness committees and
the content, implementation, evaluation, and public reporting of wellness

policies.
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Junior High School - Publie-sehools}-havingsome-combination-of grades
seven-threughnine-(7-9): A campus with a designated Loeal-Education

Ageney-{l EA) number containing any combination of grades seven
through nine (7-9).

Local School Wellness Pohcy A—peheyfequed-byfeder&l-}aw—fef

document that guldes a l:ee&L—Edaeat-}eﬂaJAgeﬂeﬁhéLEA) or school
district’s efforts to create supportive school Qﬁtﬂtlon and physical activity
environments.

Middle School -

through-eight (5-8) A campus w; h a desmnated LEA ngnber contammL
any combination of grades fivelthrough elaht (5-8).

Physical Activity - Any bodily\m\@yemeﬁt produced by skeletal muscles
that results in energy expenditure,

Physical and Bu111. Envitenment — Infrgg cture and spaces designed to

5

£

[\

promote physical aetivitv{i.e;walking trails. sidewalks. indoor and
outdoor fitness facﬂm__ ouen/recreathnal spaces such as playgrounds and

M&L@

Plfysical Edugation - A glanned sequentlal K-12 curriculum that provides

cognitive content and learqing experiences in a variety of activity areas
_ihcluding bésie movement skills; (physical fitness, thythms, and dance);
team;\game;&teaﬂ(dgal-i and individual sports); tumbling and gymnastics;
and-@quatics.

._\

[

Private -Wotopenly or in public.

Re&‘:ss{— sSupervised, unstructured social time during which public school
students may communicate with each other. Recess shall occur outdoors
whéen Weather and other relevant conditions permit and include. without
J__utatmn opportunities for free play and vigorous physical activity
;_g_ardless of whether it occurs indoors or outdoors.

Regular Basis - A regularly repeated or continuing occurrence at a specific
school site. For example: every day, or on a particular day each week, or
repeated on a defined schedule.

Reimbursable Meal - A meal which meets the U.S.D.A. criteria for
reimbursement for one of the Child Nutrition Programs in Arkansas.
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- The period from the midnight before to thirty

(30) minutes after the end of the day’s classes. during which federal Smart
Snacks requirements must be met.

3.303.33 School Day —

3313.34 School Events - Any occasion such 45 ﬁ;:id day, hoi'i'déy;«s‘chool
recognition activities, end of schafl events, etc. designated at the
discretion of the school admini§iration.

3:323.35 School Fundraisers - For purpqses.of thi§ rule, all food and beverage items
sold by school administrators or sgho6l non-licensed or licensed staff
(principals, coaches, teachers, club'sponsors, etc.), students or student
groups, parents of paggnt.groups, or any, other person, company or
organization direc&r"ass‘o@féﬂ\with the sghool programs.

3:333.36 School Health Index ~The Sféh,eol Health Index (SHI) is a self-assessment
and@img*gyide deé%gr‘iegl/ﬁy the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to
hefp, schoolsydentify strgngths and weaknesses of the school’s health
‘premotion policies and pregrams develop-an-action-planfor-improving

5 : =3 7 pPe s

proggams: for the purpose of supporting student achievement and

W cllﬁgg.

3343.37 Sebo\oj Nursq - Nurses employed by school districts.

3.363.38 School Site - Any and all locations associated with a Lecal-Edueation
Ageney-{LEA) number.
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3:373.3

:

Smart Snacks in School Program (“Smart Snacks?) - The program
established by amendments to the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010
which specify that nutrition standards apply to all foods sold:

3.39.1 Outside the school meal programs;

£
D
\O

i

.2 On the school campus; and

£

3-403.42

3-413.43

3.39.3 At any time from the midnight before to thiff}/{_ (30) minutes after

the end of the day’s classes.
Stadiometer - An instrument for measuring 's;and.iﬁg_height.

Student Health Report - A written nﬂﬁge to parents 'Wi\,tﬁ‘s\tudent’s health
screening information.

Testing Day - A school danyhar involves ofie of the state-wide programs
for education assessment, in wbléh every student attending an Arkansas
public school is required to partisipat€ as required in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-
15-2907, and as esta.blished by the Sgate. Board of Education.

Vending - Means ttp §ell orglv% away foods and beverages anywhere at a
school site on a regujar basis , Including but mot limited to a classroom,
school store or concesgion sténd; or equipment such as heated cabinets,
hot ef cold vénding maghings, ice chests, coolers, etc.

Weight -A rﬁea;Suremenf"in pounds or kilograms.

'ei: € C § j —5S X nutrition and physical activity advisory
group concerned with the health and wellbeing of students and staff. also

known gs "School Nutrition and Physical Advisory Committee.

W(lt%en Refugal- A-decument wWritten notice to school district
requestmg a child not be included in assessing BMI.

For the pﬁi‘p@S‘éS of any prbtgcols developed pursuant to these rules, the following terms mean:

Certificate of Completion - A document provided upon completion of

. BMI assessment training protocol.

Fried Food - Foods that are cooked by total or partial immersion into hot
oil or other fat, commonly referred to as “deep fat frying™ or “pan frying.

b

Recorder - A person who writes down student heights and weights or
enters measurements into a database.
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4.00 CHILD HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

4.01

4.02

There is created a Child Health Advisory Committee (“:Committee”) to consist of
twenty (20) members.

The Committee will consist of the following eleven (11) members appointed by

the Secretary of the-DepartmentofHeakhADH:
4.02.1 One (1) member to represent ﬂae—Dengméém-ef—Heé-lﬂ&_ADH;

4.02.2 One (1) member to represent the Arkansas Academy Sf‘Nlitnition and
Dietetics (previously known as’ih,e Arkansas Dietetic Assogiation);

4.02.3 One (1) member to represeni ‘thé Ameridﬁn,Academy of Pediatrics,
Arkansas Chapter; s

4.02.4 One (1) member tp représent xthe Arkangas-Academy of Family Practice;

4,02.5 One (1) member to""r@preseﬁt' the »S:o‘c”:iery ‘V(Jf‘ifl"e;alth and Physical Educators
(“SHAPE Arkansas®) (previ6usly knewn as Arkansas Association for
Healtl‘l,/},’&y_sfbal Educatioh, Recreation and Dance);

4.02.6- /O}a'é (1) member to repregenixjointly the Arkansas Heart Association, the
“_American @ancer-Society, gnd the American Lung Association;

4,02.7 One (1) member to fép?es’ent the Fay W. Boozman College of Public
Healﬁ\@f the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences;

4.02.8 .On_e\ (@) niém\bé‘r to represent the Arkansas Center for Health
Improvement;

s : 4.02.9 Oné (1) member to represent the Arkansas Advocates for Children and

4.03

~ Families;

4,0240 One (1) member to represent the University of Arkansas Cooperative
Extension Service; and

4.02.11 One (1) member to represent the Office of Minority Health and Health
Disparities of the-Department-of HealthADH.

The Committee will also consist of the following nine (9) members appointed by
the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education:
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4.04

4.05
4.06

407

4.08

4.09

4.03.1 One (1) member to represent the-Department-of Edueation; DESE;

4.03.2 One (1) member to represent the Arkansas School Feed-ServiceNutrition
Association (rew previously known as the Arkansas SchoolNutritienFood
Service Association);

4.03.3 One (1) member to represent the Arkansas School Nurses Association;

4.03.4 One (1) member to represent the Arkansas As_se€iz;1fon of Educational
Administrators;

4.03.5 One (1) member to represent the Arkqn%?areﬁt’\'{gﬁeher Association;
4.03.6 One (1) member to represent the Arkansas School Boards Association;

4.03.7 One (1) member to represenf the Arkansasfﬁ‘s,sociation of School Business
Officials; ' p

4.03.8 One (1) member to-represent the Arkarisas ASCD (fermerlypreviously
known as Arkansgs Agsoeiation for Supervision and Curriculum
Development)-; ang -

4.03.9 One (1) member whb\is a cldssrbomtegqﬁér.

Terms ofﬁgéomrﬁ?{teé membérs will be three (3) years.

If a ¥agancy occurs] the officer whe made the original appointment shall appoint a
person who représents-the_same Soristituency as the member being replaced.

The committee will elect one (1) of its members to act as chair for a term of one
(1) yeag,

A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business.

‘Q[‘Hﬁ.comﬁmi_tt”ee shall meet at least monthly and will make recommendations to the

State Board of Education and the Arkansas Board of Health consistent with the
intent.and purpose of these rules and with Ark. Code Ann. §§ 20-7-133, 20-7-134,
and 20-7-135.

The committee shall develop nutrition and physical activity standards and policy
recommendations with consideration of the following:

4.09.1 Foods sold individually in school cafeterias but outside the regulated
National School Lunch Program;
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4.09.2 Competitive foods. as-defined-by-the-U-S:D-A-as-the-definition-is-in

4.09.3 The continuing professional development of food service staff;

4.09.4 The expenditure of funds derived from competitive food and beverage
contracts;

4.09.5 Physical education and activity;

4.09.6 Systems to ensure the implementa{iqn” of nutrition and physical activity
standards; and ’ ) <

4.09.7 The monitoring and evaluating of results and reporting of outcomes.

4.10-4-09-8As the Smart Snacks standards publishsd by the U.S.D.A. will allow schools
to offer healthier snack fopdsochildren whileJimiting junk less nutritious food,
the committee shall promote Smaxt Shiaeks policieg and procedures for identifying
appropriate food and beverages for school campuses-during the school day. The
Smart Snacks regulation appligs'to fdods sold-a lacarte and in the school store,
and to vendin@ machines, etc.

411410 . "I‘/hé committee shall examine the progress of the Arkansas Coordinated
School Health Progfari-and make recommendations to the-Division-of Elementary
and-Secondiry Edusation DESE #nd the Department-of HealthADH concerning

Athe‘implemsgtsétion of the Arkansas Coordinated School Health Program.

orCCORG

5.00° IMPLEMENTATION OF NUTRITION AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
“ STANDARDS
5.01. After haviﬁg consulted the Child Health Advisory Committee and the Arkansas
“Board ij;l,ealth, the State Board of Education shall promulgate appropriate rules
and-regulations-to ensure that nutrition and physical activity standards and body
mass-index for age assessment protocols are implemented to provide students
with the skills, opportunities, and encouragement to adopt healthy lifestyles.

5.02  Every school district shall:

5.02.1 Prohibit for elementary school students in-school access to vending
machines offering food and beverages;
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5.03

5.02.2 If offering vending machine services. permit students in grades seven
through twelve (7-12) in-school access to vending machines offerine food
and beverages that meet the nutrition standards of the federal Smart
Snacks in School program throughout the school day according to the
school’s Wellness Policy:

5.02.3 Ensure that there is no restriction regarding the times that vending
machines under Subsection 5.02.2 of this Rule are powered on or powered

off;

5822 5.02.4 Require schools to include as part of the annual report to parents
and the community the amounts and spegific sources of funds
received and expenditures ma(je‘xﬁ‘plh conipetitive food and
beverage contracts; ' :

5:623 5.02.5 Beginning with kindergarten and then in even-numbered grades,
require schools to inﬁudje asa par&({f a student healthwreport to
parents a body mass inQeXpercefftile’ by age for each student; and

5024 5.02.6 Permit any.parent to refusé”tq have his or her child’s body mass
index perentile for age assessed and reported, by providing a
written refugal tothe s¢hool. ]

5:02:5 5.02.7 Students in gfade_s eléxl//en'and‘tyggli/e (11-12) are exempt from any
" policy-or requirgmient of a public school or the state for measuring
or reporting body mass index.

5.03.1 Bég{nxfhc‘iﬂmplementat‘ion of standards developed by the committee and

approved by the DivisienDESE; and

5.03.2 Annually mayitor and evaluate the implementation and effectiveness of
the nutrition and physical activity standards and Smart Snacks
requirements.

6.00 SGHOOL;N—@HHT«I@N#&ND—PH&—SI&%LAG’PHLHMMS% WELLNESS
COMMITTEE

6.01

Every school district shall convene a

advisory Wellness Ceommittee that shall include members from school district
governing boards, school administrators, food service personnel, teacher
organizations, parents, students, teachers of physical education, school health
professionals, and professional groups such as nurses and community members.

ADE 259-10



6.02

6.03

604

6.05

6.01.1 Each school district shall develop a health and wellness district priority
plan that identifies the district's School Nutrition-and-Physical-Aetivity Advisery

Wellness Committee members.

The seheel-nu;r-men-and-physieal—&e%mty—adwsew Wellness Ceommittee will

help raise awareness of the importance of nutrition and physical activity and assist
in the development of local policies that address issues and goals, including, but

not limited to the following:

6.02.1 Assist with the 1mplementat1on of nutrition andéhyswal activity standards
developed by the scheelnutrition-ane-p ory Wellness
Ceommittee with the approval of ﬂqe—Dwﬁen—e{—ElemeﬂmﬁLaﬂd

Secondary-Edueation DESE and the Ark@sas Bé‘agd of Health;

6.02.2 Integrate nutrition and physical w{l\;lty into the overa]lt\umqulum;

6.02.3 Ensure that professional de‘a‘élopment for sﬁff includes nutrition and
physical activity issues;

6.02.4 Ensure that students.receive nutrltloq educatlon and engage in healthy
levels of v1gorous ph*smal activity;

6.02.5 Improve the quality pf physicai egué'ation curricula and inereasing
increased. training of physical educatieq teachers;

6.02.6 E{ffor(:e eXi'stfin‘g physicétl education requirements; and

6.029 Pursue conifacts-that. both ancourage healthful eating by students and
re(duce s¢hool Men@ ph profits from the sale of competitive foods.

school ‘dgstrlct shall begin the implementation of standards developed by
the ild ‘Health s@dV1sory Committee with the approval of the Bivision DESE

and the A‘xkansas B‘Q@rd of Health.

Every schodl district shall require that goals and objectives for nutrition and

>phy31ca1 aoﬁwty be incorporated into the annual Health & Wellness School

Jgprovgment Plan. schoel-planning-and reperting-process:

The School Nutrition-and Physical-Activity Advisery Wellness Committee shall

be structured in a way as to ensure age-appropriate recommendations that are
correlated to the current grade configuration of the school district utilizing one of

the following options:

6.05.1 Establish a School Nutrition-and Physical-Activity Advisery Wellness

Committee at each school in addition to the district committee;
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6.05.2 Establish subcommittees of the District Committee, representing the

6.05.3

appropriate age and grade configuration for that school district; or

Include representatives from each appropriate grade level group
(elementary, middle, junior, and senior high) on the membership of the
district committee;

6.06 At a minimum, the Schoel Nutrition-and Physieal-Aetivity-Advisory Wellness

Committee will:

6.06.2

fe}lewmg—medu}es— Ensure cach school campus mcogporates the

Nutrition. Physical Activity. and Tolfaéco Use Healthy Temcs to annually
assess the following School Health Index Modules:

#1 - School Health Poligies and Env1roﬁment <
#2 - Health Education;

#3 - Physical Education and sgher P}tysical Activity Programs;
#4 - Nutrition Services;

#10-F amllyQE sement; and kb

#11 - Commumty Invglyement

Compare the ph_vsical-\.educ_:atlon and health education assessment from the
Sche6l Health Index tothé standards defined by the Bivisien-of

Elementary-and Secendary Edueation-DESE Physical Education and

. ‘Hea'lllh Currigulum Framéwork'

6.06.3

Qomplle ﬁ;zres"uits Qf the School Health Index and develop goals and
objsgtives that are mcluded in the Health & Wel]ness School Improvement
Plan hegitl : an; By the 2022-

g_% schgghfear aumuant—te—AﬂeGedeAma—S—é—l-S—?—}Q— the following

prigrity areas s}lall be included in the public school and open-enrollment
pul:ihc ‘charter” s school’s health and wellness priority-plan:

6.06.3.1 Physical and Built Environment

6:06.3.2 Nutrition Standards

- 6.06.3.3 Physical Education and Activity Standards; and

6.06.3.4 Breastfeeding Education and Practices

6.06.4

Provide the annual completed School Health Index assessment results and
the physical activity standards comparison to the principal of each school
in the district to be maintained and presented to the local school board;
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6.06.5 Review and make written recommendations to the district child nutrition
director regarding the district’s school meal menus.

6.06.6 Assist the schools in implementing the Arkansas Child Health Advisory
Committee recommendations for all foods and beverages sold or served
anywhere on the school campus, including all foods and beverages other
than those offered as part of reimbursable meals, including a la carte,
vending machines, snack bars, fund raisers, school4tores, class parties,
and other venues that compete with healthy schaol meals;

6.06.7 Maintain and update annually a written list bﬁﬂr@gcﬁm{nended locally
available, healthier options for food agdfkpveragé‘s\a\’fai‘lable for sale to

students;
6.06.8 Encourage the use of non-food‘alternatives for fund-raisers;

6.06.9 Review and make written reébmr’hqndgﬁ"dgs“’to the local school board
regarding the components to be B\clﬁﬂcg}'in food and beverage vending
contracts; and -y §

A

6.06.10 Include as part of &éﬁ_d‘l‘sﬁ:igt‘“s*annual répQr“t‘\tp parents and the
community the amoynt.of funds received and expenditures made from
competitive food and\be*v‘__qragg/contraa@&,‘“

2 Q Nati
I A

A 2 ) /" Lk ! '»"
6.07-+ -Not later than the first day of the school year, each lecal-educational-ageney LEA
S C§¥H o A’s;hall establish a ILocal sSchool wWellness pPolicy for
schools under‘the local-educational-ageney-LEA. that: The Local School Wellness

Policy shalllinclude goals for nutrition, physical activity. and other school-based
" activities that are designed to promote student wellness.
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6.08 The-Division DESE and %heBepafaﬂem—ef—Hea%ADH shall report annually on
progress in implementing nutptloma‘ngl physiea;yeducatlon standards to the chairs
of the HouseInterim Committee 6n Public Health, Welfare, and Labor and the
Senate Im‘énm Commlttee on Pq{bhc Health, Welfare, and Labor, the House
Interind Q@mmlttee on Education, and the Senate Interim Committee on
Educagion, \

6.09 _The State Beard.of Education shall submit to the House Interim Committee on
Edgcaﬁ@n and ¢he Senate Interim Committee on Education for the committees’
review-any: propoged-rules regarding physical education or physical activity
standards\foﬁ gradesj(mderganen through twelve (K-12).

700 I‘{{YSICAL EDUCAfTION AND RECESS REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS
\Ih& hy#xcal education eurrictlum-and physical activity requirements for
every pl.;bhc school studest=abe-isphysicallyfterndobletoparticinate

arc:

7.01.1 Except as provided in Section 7.01.2 of these rules, for students in
grades kindergarten through six (K-6):

7.01.1.1 At least forty (40) minutes, as determined by the
superintendent of the school district, of physical
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7.01.2

7.01.3

education training and instruction each calendar week
of the school year; and

7.01.1.2  Ninety (90) minutes of physical activity each calendar
week of the school year, which may include without
limitation daily recess, physical education instruction
in addition to the requirement of Section 7.01.1.1 of
these rules, or intramural sports;

For students in grades five through eight (5-8) who attend a
public school organized to teach grades 5-8 ef any combination
thereof, at least forty (40) minutes, as deteﬁn}n‘a@ by the
superintendent of the school district, of pgysmal education
training and instruction each calendaf “Week of the schpol.year or
an equivalent amount of time in eéich school year, with ng -
additional requirement for physﬁca] activity; and

For students in grades nine tthugh twe«lVe (9-12) one-half (1/2)
unit of physical education as requ{red for hlgh school graduation,
with no add1t10nalxequ1rement for prchal activity.

7.02 Nothing in these rules prohlb’lts"

7.02.1

7.02%

A public school studez‘at 'S ele’ctlve enmllmént or voluntary
parti¢ipation in physical activity or physical education as a part
of ubllc schpol cumculvm or extra-curricular activities; or

A-school d}étrmt s dec1s1on\to,requ1re physical education

'iQstrucu@ or physigal actiyity in excess of the amounts identified

in Secfion 7.01 of these rules.

403 The physical edu(:a\ﬁ(\m training and instruction shall be designed to:

7.03.1

70322

7.033

7.03.4

7.03.5

Imp{oﬁ{e the health of this state’s school children;

Increase knowledge about the health benefits of physical activity
afid exercise;

Develop behavioral and motor skills that promote a lifelong
commitment to healthy physical activity;

Promote health-focused activity among children and adolescents;
and

Encourage physical activity outside of physical education.
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7.04

7.05

7.06

7.07

7.08

Suitable modified courses shall be provided for students physically or
mentally unable or unfit to take the course or courses prescribed for other pupils.

A student may be exempted from physical education and physical activity
requirements by seeking a waiver from the local school board of directors. The
local school board of directors may grant such a waiver based upon the following
criteria:

7.05.1 The student must present a statement by the student’s attending physician
indicating that participation in physical educatiefi and physical activity
will jeopardize the student’s health or we]l-bé‘mg;’ or

7.05.2 The parent and student must show that é‘Qendmg ysical education
classes will violate the student’s religious beliefs an would not be merely
a matter of personal objection. THe parent or student must be members of
a recognized religious faith that objects to physwal educafiqn as part of its
official doctrine or creed. «

7.05.3 The local school board of directors shall encourage a student
granted a waiver under Section 7.05.0f these rules to take, as an
alternative to physieal éducation, appropriate instruction in health
education or other\nstruct;gn in lifestyle modification if an
exemption is granteﬂ

Each school/s‘ilanglevelop a physwal education program that fits effectively and
efficiently into the school’s existing organization and into the standards and
curriculum frameworks adopted ky the State Board of Education, while
mcoxporatmg the géalsef these ru es

The State Bpard of Education shall submit to the House Interim Committee on
Edugation and the Senate Interim Committee on Education for the committees’
reviewany- propesed rules regarding physical education or physical activity
standards-for gradesg kindergarten through twelve (K-12) developed pursuant to
Section 7.00 of these tules that exceed the maximums identified in Section 7.01 of
these rules

Ata mlmmum school districts will work with their local Seheol Nutrition-and
PhysaealAeﬂ*ﬁyAdwsefy Wellness Committee to:

7.08.1 Encourage participation in extracurricular programs that support physical
activity, such as walk-to-school programs, biking clubs, after-school
walking etc.;

7.08.2 Encourage the implementation of developmentally appropriate physical
activity in after-school childcare programs for participating children;
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7.08.3 Promote the reduction of time youth spend engaged in sedentary activities
such as watching television and playing video games; and

7.08.4 Encourage the development of and participation in family-oriented
community-based physical activity programs.

7.09 Physical Education Instruction in Grades Kindergarten Through Six (K-6):
For grades K-6, physical education classes will have a maximum student to adult

ratio of thirty to one (30:1).

7.09.1 At least one of the adults directly supervisintg/fhe?physical education
classes must be a licensed physical education teacher or, alternatively, a
licensed elementary teacher. The licensed physical education teacher or
licensed elementary teacher will be.résponsible for the delivery of physical
education instruction. A licensed-physical education teacbéfr will be
responsible for development of the physical education currigulum.

7.09.2 Non-licensed personnel may assist in filling the thirty to one (30:1)
student to adult ratio requirement if tﬁ‘eyifare trained and assigned to assist
licensed personnel-in supervising physical education classes.

7.10  Physical Education Instrdé\tién n-Grades Seven Through Twelve (7-12):
For grades 7-12, physical education instruction must be provided by a licensed
physical education teacher with a license that.corresponds to the grade levels
being taught.” :

7.11 At least forty (40) minutes of instructional time per school day shall be used for
recess for students-ttending publie elementary schools:

7.11.1 Forqurposes of Section 7.11, "elementary school” means the educational
mode]—&dn‘sistent with instructional grouping and scheduling used in
*Ggrades Kkindergarten through Ffour (K-4), but may include Ggrades
Fﬁ\vethrough‘&ix (5-6).

7.11.2 Minhtes provided under Section 7.11 may count towards the minimum
mfg‘fber of minutes required for physical activity by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-
16-132 and Section 7.01.1.2 of these Rules.

7.1133 Minutes provided under Section 7.11 shall not count towards the
minimum physical education requirements under Section 7.01.1.1.

734427.11.4 A public elementary school may seek a waiver from the
requirements of Section 7.11 only if the school:
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8.00

7.12

7.13

7.14

FH-247.11.4.1 Submits to the-Divisien DESE for approval of an
alternative plan for recess that meeting the
following criteria:

FH2317.114.1.1 Exceeds the required minimum amount
of minutes combined for physical activity
under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-16-132, and
Section 7.00 of these Rules, and recess
under Ark. Code Anif. § 6-16-102(a)(5), and
Section 7.11 of thése Rules; and

711-2.1.27.11.4.1.2  Provides forbothstructured and
unstructuﬁqgi social time; or

7-11-2.27.11.4.2 Is approved by theDivision DESE to operate as a virtual
school. '

The minutes of recess required by S"esgidh?.l ]’-§ha‘l]:

7.12.1 Consist of supervised, unstructured social time during which students may
communicate wi&\ eagﬁ“other;

7.12.2 Occur outdoors whep weather and other relevant conditions
permit; and

7.12.3 Inéiydé without limitation opportunities for free play and vigorous
“physical actiyity, regardlegs of whether recess occurs indoors or outdoors.

A publie schoolprincipal may usediscretion to adjust the recess time

required under Sections 7.11 and 7.12 due to special circumstances or

programs thatqnterrupt a regular school day.

There is n requirement that recess be supervised by a licensed teacher.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGES IN PUBLIC
SCHOQLS -

8.01

Access to Foods and Beverages in Public Schools

8.01.1 Elementary students will not have access to vending machines offering
food and beverages.

8.01.2 During the school day, all schools may serve or provide food or beverages

that are compliant with Smart Snacks regulations. This includes
competitive foods provided by school administrators or school non-
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licensed or licensed staff (principals, coaches, teachers, club sponsors,
etc.) students or student groups, parents or parent groups, or any other
person, company, or organization associated with the school site.

8.01.2.1 The school district shall maintain documentation that all food
and/or beverages comply by utilizing the Alliance for a
Healthier Generation Smart Snacks Calculator, including a
copy of the Smart Snacks Calculator product compliance
screen and a copy of the nutrition fact lébel of the product.

8.01.2.2 Outside of meal service, schools sﬁall{l‘imit the number of
servings per day to one per student. "
8.01.2.2.1 Food and bevérages provxded u,gder Section 8.01.2
shall not be' ayailable in the food S@rvu:e area during

meal serf/ice.

8.01.2.3  The school distri.'c%-»shél.l‘maintéin documentation that all
fundraisers to which "S.ec\ti’anS'.Ol .2 of these Rules applies are

anprovpd;bv district adﬁinf‘stration.

sell or nrov1de comncﬂﬂve Imd or beug;gg_s to students any Where on
schggl pgmlses thirty (30) minutes after the last lunch period has ended as
Qng as those faod and bevgrasze items meet the Smart Snacks

4 fcqulrements;and meet the f(’)l]OWll’lL limitations:

.. "&((_)1 3. 146 ~Beve gges shall be no larger than twelve (12) ounces.

8.01 '3"2 __Beverages shall not contain more than fifty-five (55)
b .\\xfiilliarams of caffeine per serving.

ADE 259-19



8.01.4 A la carte items sold in the £ood service area during meal times shall be
compliant with Smart Snacks'rggulations$. This includes entrees, side
dishes, second trays, and all competitive foods.

8.02 Exceptions to Limiting A‘cces.\s"t‘o-\Eoods and Beverages in All Schools

8.02.1 Parents’ Rights - Thi s peheyu does not restrict what parents may
provide for their own»phlld '8 lunch oras\gcks Parents may provide
compétitive foods and/or beverages or candy items for their own child’s
c@ﬁsumptlon but they may -not provide restricted items to other children at
“school.

8.02.2 Sghool Nurses -This gehey‘Rule does not apply to school nurses using
competmve foods and/orbeverages during the course of providing health
care tojndividual students.

8.02.3 Special Needs Students - This peliey Rule does not apply to special needs
students whose Individualized Education Program (IEP) plan or 504 plan
indigates the use of competitive foods and/or beverages for behavior
mo(fifiéation (or other suitable need).

8.02.4 School Events - Students may be given any food and/or beverage items
during the school day for up to nine (9) different events each school year
to be determined and approved by school officials. These items may not
be given during meal times in the areas where school meals are being
served or consumed.

8.02.5 Foods for Instructional Purposes - Foods integrated as a vital part of the

instructional program are allowed at any time. Examples include edible
manipulatives such as a square of cheese to teach fractions, a nutrition
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9.00 NUTRITIO

9,01

8.02.6

8.02.7

8.02.8

A

food experience, food production in family and consumer science units,
and food science units.

U.S.D.A. Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program - Fresh fruits and fresh
vegetables may be provided through this program, which is administered
by the-Divisien-o ementary-and-Secondary-Edueation DESE Child
Nutrition Unit and funded through the Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008 to provide all children in participating schools with a variety
of free, fresh fruits and fresh vegetables throughout'the school day.

0o = M. oy

Self-Sustaining Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Prégram - Fresh fruits and fresh
vegetables may be provided through this pfograql administered at the local
school level and funded through local Ghild Nutritior:Funds (when
exceeding an operating balance of thfeg (3) months),gcheol-sponsored
groups, and/or private entities wiﬂieig/t‘he community. Schools participating
in this program attest that the ifftent of the federal Fresh Frujt and
Vegetable Program will be fllowed, incl‘ud?iig, but not limited to the
requirements for only fresh frujts'and frésh-vegetables, nutrition
education, and community involvgniéent.

School Testing DstV\—:S‘chog} officials-uay, authorize students to

be provided any fopd-andéar Beverage items during the school day that
meet the Alliance fof 4 Healthier Generation-Smart Snacks Calculator

requirements on thosa days gtheduled.on the school calendar as testing
daysis defined in sSubgeétion 3.462 of these Rules.

..5 I\'\

A

N STANDARDS FOR FOODS AND BEVERAGES

LHa{ﬁi’kanst‘guﬁition standards will apply to all foods and beverages served,
provided, or soldo students on elementary, middle, junior high, and high school

campuses{except the reimbursable school meals, which are governed by

U.S.D.A. federal regulations). All schools will be required to meet federal Smart
_ Snacks regulations and document compliance using the Alliance for a Healthier

[ ‘Generationfs;,n‘art Snacks Calculator.

9.02

A\list"bf the maximum portion size restrictions and nutrition standards will be
provided to school districts. This list will apply to all foods and beverages served,

sold, or made available to students during the school day at any school site with

the exception of reimbursable school meals which have nutrition standards

governed by the federal law and regulations.

9.02.1

On or before April 1, the list of maximum portion sizes and nutrition
standards for foods and beverages for the upcoming school year will be
developed by the Arkansas Child Health Advisory Committee and
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distributed by the-Divisien DESE via Commissioner’s Memo.

9.02.2 Compliance will be monitored by the-D#visien DESE in addition to the

self-monitoring by the Elocal School Nutrition-and Physical- Activity
Advisery Wellness Committee.

9.02.3 A choice of two (2) fruits and/or 100% fruit juices must be offered for sale
at the same time and place whenever competitive foods are sold. Fruits
should be fresh whenever possible. Frozen and canfied fruits should be
packed in natural juice, water, or light syrup.

9.02.4 At the point of choice, at least 50% of bevérage§elections in
vending machines, school stores, and oﬁ@r/sales venues shall be
100% fruit juice, low-fat or fat-free;fulk and unflaveged.unsweetened

water.

9.02.5 Any modlﬁcatloh\om,gvmons of vendis{g gontracts in-existenee-prierto
Arpust-B2005- must\bem fuIl‘comphane@ with all sections of these

Rules.

%

9.02.6 Nothihg in these rules sheifl be construed to prohibit or limit the sale or
d;s‘tr)butlon af dny food 9r beverage item through fund raisers by students,
‘“eachers, or other groups When the items are sold off the school campus.

10.00 NUTRITIONEDUCATI,@N DAY \

10401 -

ier DESE shall promote grade-

appropnlat‘e nutrﬁ;oﬂeducatlon as part of a broad based integrated health
education rbgramtlgaj; 1is aligned with the Arkansas Physical Education and
Health Edugation Framework. The Child Nutrition Unit of the Division DESE
shall review mytrition standards prior to implementation. Examples of integration
‘into the curficulum include comprehensive health education courses and Career
Educatieh courses which are taught within Family and Consumer Sciences, such
asNufrltlon and Wellness and/or Foods and Nutrition.

jorr DESE and the Division of

10.03

Career and Techmcal Educatlon w111 prov1de techmcal assistance in helping
schools integrate health education curricula that will include the nutrition
components.

Implementation of grade-appropriate nutrition education through a comprehensive
education program will be included in the school improvement process.
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11.00 HEALTHY SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

11.01 No food or beverage shall be used as rewards or punishment for academic,
classroom, or sport performances and/or activities. For exceptions to this
requirement, see Section 8.02 of these rules.

11.02  All school cafeterias and dining areas should reflect healthy nutrition
environments.

11.03 Schools should ensure that all students have access 16 school meals.
11.03.1 A school shall not: € R

11.03.1.1 Provide a studentrééueéting a meal or .llé‘nack—.\qne that is
different from thie meal or snack being provided.to other
students in th§ school; v

11.03.1.2 Prevent a studentffon accessing the school's meal or snack
seryices; or b N
H‘ .'\ & T s ‘ : »
11.03.1.3 \ ".Estal;l_iﬁh«p.o_licies,‘cl_aﬁs.}schcdules, bus schedules, or
' other barriers that directly or indirectly restrict meal
\Bccess.

11.03.2 A schooi*ﬂléall develop and follow a local charge policy

) sfbcording the Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights.

\:

11023 &
TITOO 2 -

< ——A-SERC 051 abide-b e HuhReer-ree
- i . =
"

41,64 Drinkin Water"\'ré@”Water fountains or other service receptacle should be available
without charge to all students on campus according to Aceleonsas Departrnent-of
Hea-lthA_D_H_}i standards.

12.00 SCﬁEQNINGPRGbESS FOR BMI ASSESSMENT
12.01 All children in Kindergarten (K), grade two (2), grade four (4), grade six (6),
grade eight (8), and grade ten (10) shall have their height and weight assessed to
calculate body mass index for age percentile.

12.01.1 This requirement applies to public schools.

12.01.2 The responsibility for enforcement of this section rests equally
with each school district.
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12.02

12.03

12404

12.01.3 Nothing in these rules shall preclude voluntary screening of any
educational grade or preclude the referral of any child, regardless of
grade, whom the parent, teacher, or school nurse feels should be screened
or examined unless the school has received written refusal from the
student’s guardian.

12.01.4 Each school district shall follow the approved screening process as
outlined in the Height and Weight Measurement Ffaining Manual.

Screening equipment shall include but is not limited'fd:
12.02.1 Stadiometer;

12.02.2 Scales for measuring weight; and |

12.02.3 Carpenter’s square.

Training/Assurance:

12.03.1 TheDivision DESE in csnjunctlon W’iﬂl the-Arkansas-Department-of
HealthADH shall develop standards forn;alnmg school nurses or other

school designees to,perform body mitass index for age assessments.
12.03.2 %e—DepaFm&eﬂt—ef—Hea-lt-hADH in consultation with the Division DESE
stiall assign all; commumty health nurses under its supervision to work
 with schools to assure that body mass index for age assessment protocols
are followsd by.school emp]pyees or their designees who conduct body
mass index for age .assessments and other student health screenings.

B@ggnfimg w‘th kmdergarten and then in even numbered grades, schools will be

required to- includg, as a part of a student health report to parents, a body mass
index pergertile by a%@for each student in a private and confidential manner.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1070 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/31/21
93rd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2021 HOUSE BILL 1783

By: Representatives Tollett, Brooks

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO ALLOW STUDENTS IN CERTAIN GRADES IN-SCHOOL
ACCESS TO VENDING MACHINES OFFERING FOOD AND
BEVERAGES THAT MEET THE NUTRITION STANDARDS OF THE
FEDERAL SMART SNACKS IN SCHOOL PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ALLOW STUDENTS IN CERTAIN GRADES IN-
SCHOOL ACCESS TO VENDING MACHINES
OFFERING FOOD AND BEVERAGES THAT MEET THE
NUTRITION STANDARDS OF THE FEDERAL SMART
SNACKS IN SCHOOL PROGRAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 20-7-135(c), concerning nutrition and
physical activity standards for students, is amended to read as follows:
(¢) Every school district shall:
(1) Prohibit for elementary school students in-school access to
vending machines offering food and beverages;

(2)(A) Permit students in grades seven through twelve (7-12) in-

school access to vendiné‘ machines offering food and beverages that meet the

nutrition standards of the federal Smart Snacks in School program throughout

the school day according to the school’s health and wellness plan.

(B) A school district shall not restrict the times that

vending machines under subdivision (¢)(2)(A) of this section are powered on

or powered off.
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As Engrossed: H3/31/21 HB1783

(C) Subdivision (c)(2)(A) and (B) of this section only

apply to schools offering vending machine services:

{23(3) Require schools to include as part of the annual report
to parents and the community the amounts and specific sources of funds
received and expenditures made from competitive food and beverage contracts;

43)(4) Beginning with kindergarten and then in even-numbered
grades, require schools to include as a part of a student health report to
parents a body mass index percentile by age for each student; and

{4 A)(5) (A) Permit any parent to refuse to have his or her
child’s body mass index percentile for age assessed and reported, by
providing a written refusal to the school.

(B) Students in grades eleven (1l1) and twelve (12) are
exempt from any policy or requirement of a public school or the state for

measuring or reporting body mass index.

/s/Tollett

APPROVED: 4/30/21
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1074 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: K H4/12/21
93rd General Assembly D1
Regular Session, 2021 HOUSE BILL 1848

By: Representative Bentley

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO CREATE THE HEALTHY ACTIVE ARKANSAS SCHOOLS
ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CREATE THE HEALTHY ACTIVE ARKANSAS
SCHOOLS ACT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 7, is amended

to add an additional section to read as follows:

6-18-717. Healthy Active Arkansas Schools Act.

(a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Healthy

Active Arkansas Schools Act".

(b) By the 2022-2023 school year, the Division of Elementary and

Secondary Education shall, in consultation with the Department of Health,

develop guidance for public schools and open-enrollment public charter

schools to address the following priorities and require that the following

priorities be included in the public school’s or open-enrollment public

charter school’s health and wellness priority:

(1)(A) Physical and built environment.

(B) The physical and built environment priority may

include without limitation:

(i) The increase in the number of opportunities for

public school students to:

(a) Walk for more than five (5) minutes

between classes; or

IRVAR




W 00 N N

LW W W W W W W N R N N D BN NN NN - = === R e e
SN L W~ O W NSy LN~ O VW 0Ny W N O

As Engrossed: H4/12/21 HB1848

(b) Participate in activities that require the

public school students to be physically active during or between classes;

(ii)(a) The promotion of public school gardens.

(b) The promotion of public school gardens

shall include without limitation information regarding grant opportunities

for schools to start or maintain public school gardems; and

(iii) A public school challenge with an award for

the public school having the most minutes of physical activity amongst its

public school students;

(2)(A) Nutritional standards and access to healthy foods.

(B) The nutritional standards priority may address without

limitation the following:

(i) (a) -Funding for selection of healthier food

options.
(b) The Department of Agriculture may make

reimbursements to public school districts and open-enrollment public charter

schools in an amount not to exceed ten cents (10¢) for each school meal that:

(1) Uses local farm or food products, as

defined by § 6-18-2102; and

(2) 1Is served by a public school

district or open-enrollment public charter school that has implemented a

farm-to-school and earlv childhood. education program as described under § 6-

18-2101 et seq.;

(ii) The development of marketing education to

address the effects of obesity and promote better nutrition;

(iii)(a) Virtual nutrition education for students.

(b) The virtual nutrition education for

students required under this subdivision (b)(2)(B)(iii)(a) may include

without limitation:

(1) The encouragement of the

implementation of Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance’s interactive virtual

Cooking Matters programming; and

(2) Evidence-based nutrition education

for public school district and open-enrollment public charter school

personnel,
(c). The Arkansas Educational Television

2 04-12-2021 10:03:40 TNL245
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As Engrossed: H4/12/21 HB1848

Network may support the delivery of the virtual nutrition education for

students required under this subdivision (b)(2)(B)(iii);

(iv) Information regarding the United States

Department of Agriculture HealthierUS School Challenge criteria bonuses;

(v) The importance for public schools to implement

policies that promote healthy options, including without limitation access to

drinking water;

(vi) Information regarding barriers to accessing

nutrition;

(vii) Appropriate guidance with respect to access to

water stations in public schools;

(xiii) Means by which public schools may promote the

reduction in the consumption of sugar-sweetened beverages;

(ix) The requirement that public school districts

and open-enrollment public charter schools implement the nutrition and

physical activity standards that are required and developed by the Child

Health Advisory Committee under § 20-7-135;

(x) Information regarding the development and

implementation of a farm-to-school and early childhood education program as

described in § 6-18-2103; and

(xi) Information regarding breastfeeding as healthy

nutrition for all infants:

(3)(A) Physical education and activity.

(B) The physical education and activity priority may

include without limitation the following:

(i) A statewide standard for the minimum activity

per school day;

(ii) The implementation of best practices to

increase physical activity during the school day, which shall include without

limitation studying the implementation of offering recess for elementary

public school students before lunch during the school day;

(iii) The promotion and advertisement of joint-use

agreements for community resourcesj and

(iv) The development of age-appropriate marketing

education designed to promote better health and address the effects of

sedentary activity; and
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As Engrossed: H4/12/21 HB1848

(4)(A) Breastfeeding practices, as applicable.

(B) The health and wellness priority of each public school

and open-enrollment public charter school shall include without limitation:

(i) Initiatives and age-appropriate education for

primary school students on breastfeeding as healthy nutrition;

(ii) The development of support and space.in public

schools for nursing mother public school emplovees and public school

students; and

(iii) The recognition that public schools should

adopt an early culture of breastfeeding and an acknowledgement of its

influence on healthy nutrition.

(c) The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education may:

(1) Promulgate rules to implement this section; and

(2) Develop a system by which it shall recognize and reward

public schools and public school districts that are creatively implementing

this section.

/s/Bentley.

APPROVED: 4/30/21
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