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Scope of Rules

These rules will set forth the methods for coordinating training on early voting and election day
procedures for poll workers and county clerks in the 75 counties in the state. These rules are in
addition to, and not a substitute for, the laws of the State of Arkansas.

§ 200 Definitions

d
SRR

(a) Election Official — a person who is a member of the county board. 'of election commissioners,
a person who performs election coordinator duties, a persbn who i$-a poll worker designated
by a county board of election commissioners to be an election clerk, electlon judge, or electlon
sheriff, or a deputy county clerk or a person ass:gnéd bya county clerk to conduct early voting.'

(b) Polling Site — a location selected by the county board of electlon commnssnoners where votes
are cast.’ .

(c) Poll Worker — an election official deslgnated by the county board of election commissioners
to be an election clerk, election judge, ‘orelectlon sherlff ata po]lmg’snte

(d) Precinct — a geographlcal area the bounaarles of/whlch are determmed by a county board of
election commissioners -in order to facll{taté/ voting by the registered voters from that
geographical area. "f ¢

'\ :
\

(e) Primary Electlon any electloh held to select the nominees of a political party for election at

any genera] or speclal electlon mthls state

,"'v S ‘\
\

§ 201 Quahﬂcatlons of Electlon foiclals Designated as Poll Workers

The quallf'\;tlxons4 detennl\ned by the General Assembly” of an election official designated by the

county board-of election commissioners to serve as a poll worker are as follows:

1) Must be a qualified electdr of this state;

2) Must be able to. read and’ ‘write the English language;

3) Must be a resndeht of t-hea precinct_permitted to voter at the polling site in which he or she
serves at the time pf his or her appointment, unless the county board determines unanimously
that it is impossible to obtain qualified poll workers from the precinct, in which case, the poll
worker shall be a qualified county resident;

4) Must not have been found guilty or pled guilty or nolo contendere to the violation of any
election law of this state;

5) Must not be a paid employee of any political party;

6) Must not be a paid employee of any person running for any office on the county’s ballot;

'A.C.A. § 7-1-101 as amended by Act 1042 of 2015

2A.CA. § 7-1-101

3A.CA. § 7-1-101

*A.CA. §7-4-109

5 Art 3, § 10 of the Arkansas Constitution, as amended by Amendment 85
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7) Must not be a candidate for any office to be filled at an election while serving as a poll worker;
and

8) _Must not be married to or related within the second degree of consanguinity to any candidate
running for office in the current election if objection to the service is made to the county board
of election commissioners within ten (10) calendar days after the posting of the list of officials:;

&3—Must not be the spouse of a member of the county board of election commissioners if objection
to the service is made to the county board of election comm1551oners within ten (10) calendar

days after the posting of the list of officials:\
9) And Must not be the chairman or the spouse of a chairman ef a_county political party if

objection to the service is made to the county board of election’ commrssroners within ten (10)
calendar days after the posting of the list of officials.

§ 202 Required Training
Each county board of election commissioners shall: ~._ ’ -

1) Designate at least two (2) qualified electors of the county to attend training conducted by the
State Board of Election Commissiohgrs. before the regu arly scheduled preferential primary
election for the purpose of being cert\ﬁed by the State Board as.poll worker trainers for the
county. Each designee shall attend elther a comyrehensrve tram;ng program conducted by the
State Board of Election Commrssroners‘before\the regularly. scheduled preferential primary
election or an advanced. training program €onducted by the State Board of Election
Commissioners after- ¢ach regular legrslatlve session. Afy designee who has not served as a
certified poll wonker trainer’ during the previous two (2) preferential primary and general
elections and prévreusly attended the comprehensive training program conducted by the State
Board of Election Comrmssroners must attend the comprehensrve training program;

2) Ensure that all-poll workers at éach: p_referentla] primary election polling site for a regularly
scheduléd  election. attended election training conducted locally by State Board-certified
tra/né/rs and coordmated by the State Board prior to each regularly scheduled preferential
prlmary election; and:

3) For all.elections followmg the regrjlarly scheduled primary election. Ensure-ensure that-at-least

one-(1) edch poll worker\at—eaeh-pel-l-mg—sﬁehas attended election training coordinated by the
State Board. w1th1n twelve (12) months prior to the election in which they are serving eny

§ 203 Certification and Compensation of Poll Worker Trainers

Upon successful completion of training conducted by the State Board of Election
Commissioners:

6 A.C.A. §§7-4-107(b)2):-7-4-109(e)(1)
7 A.C.A. § 7-4-107(b)(2)(C) as amended by Act 966 of 2019.
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1) Certification, valid for a period of two (2) years, shall be issued by the State Board to each
designated trainee who successfully completes the training program;

2) A maximum of two (2) certified trainers per county are eligible to receive $100 each, plus
mileage reimbursement at the rate established for state employees by state travel regulations;

3) The two (2) certified trainers per county are eligible to receive an additional $50 each per
training session up to a maximum of two (2) sessions each for conducting poll worker training
locally before the preferential primary election; and

4) Certified trainers’ compensation will be paid by the State Board to the County Treasurer upon
receipt of the reporting form approved and provided by the State.Board to the county for that
purpose.

Certification and compensation of additional county trainers will be considered by the State Board
on a case by case basis based upon need and availability of sufficient resources and funding._The
compensation of the certified trainers for more than two training sessions will also be considered
by the State Board on a case by case basis based upori need and availability of sufficient resources

and funding. R )

Request for additional certified trainers or comp_ensation“for additional training sessions in excess

of the limitation established in this section must be made in.writing and must describe the facts

and circumstances that make the additional personnel and funding necessary for the effective
‘\ PR .. . ) \.\:\ v' -

training of county trainers.

\
1

3\
\

§ 204 Compensation for Poll Worker Traini\ng'%ftendahéé

A poll worker who{at’t%ﬁ_d__s trainiﬁgzconducted b)}\giStgte Board-certified poll worker trainer and
who works the prefere\ntii\‘alr primary election immediately following the training is eligible to
receive a maximum $25 additional one-time payment. ®

A county-is eligible to receive co\mpensatlon for poll worker training attendance up to a maximum
of six.(6) eligible poll workers per precinct per polling site per preferential primary election.

Poll workéi”t-.ébmpensation V\;lll be pai‘a by the State Board to the County Treasurer upon receipt of
suitable supporting document:'a_tion from the county, as determined by the State Board.

\‘,

N

§ 205 Required Tra’i'h'jiiig for County Clerks
A county clerk or his or her designee shall:

A attend training for poll worker trainers conducted by the State Board of Election Commissioners
before the regularly scheduled preferential primary election. Each county clerk or designee shall
attend either a comprehensive training program conducted by the State Board of Election
Commissioners before the regularly scheduled preferential primary election or an advanced

8A.CA. §7-4-109(e)(2)
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training program conducted by the State Board of Election Commissioners after-each-regulas
lesislat: ey

Advanced training will be made available if the Director of the State Board determines that, based

on the amount of changes in law and procedure from the previous election cycle. an advanced

training program is appropriate for experienced County Clerks: Advanced trainings are to only be

utilized for clerks or designees who are unable to attend the comprehensive training and may be
conducted remotely. Advanced trainings may not necessarily include a detailed review of all basic

laws and procedures which are unchanged from the previous two electlon-cycles but will address
all aspects of the duties of the county clerk’s office in conductmg an electlon

Any county clerk or designee who has not served as an election ofﬁmal during the previous two
(2) preferential primary and general elections and previously attended the. comprehensive training
program conducted by the State Board of Election Commlsswners must attend the comprehensive
training program. : .

County clerks or clerk designees who attend trammg\under this section are ellglble to receive
mileage reimbursement at the rate established for state employees by state travel regulations and

are not eligible to receive any additional, compensatlon and"

Any reimbursement will be paid by the Sta\te Board to the Coun\ty Treasurer upon receipt of the
reporting form approved and provided by the, State "Board to the codnty for that purpose.

§ 206 Noncompllance ‘

The State Board may wnthhold fundmg for poll wor cer and county clerk training attendance from
any county that fails to coﬁrply with the rules and guidelines developed by the State Board for the
admlmstratlo’h of péll worker trammg, until all:requirements are met to the satisfaction of the State
Board.” - ~.

- Ry
T .

e -,

4/, . : A

R a
N L e

\\
§ 207 Tralm'ilg Materlals \ 5

The State Board of Election, Commlssmners will provide training materials for local poll worker
training to each of the seyenty-five (75) counties.

Poll worker training x%hall be conducted only by State Board-certified trainers, Trainers are
required to use-using—materials provided by the State Board._ This requirement includes the

presentation of all multi-media provided by the State Board.

Any exception_to the requirements of this section must be by prior written request to the State
Board with prior written approval by the State Board. Approval by the State Board is not required
for materials related to voting system training or supplemental procedures not addressed by
materials provided by the State Board.

% A.C.A. § 7-7-201(b)3)
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 258 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas

92nd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1426

By: Representative M. Gray
By: Senator J. Sturch

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING SERVICE AS A POLL
WORKER; TO PREVENT CONFLICTS OF INTEREST IN
ELECTIONS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING SERVICE AS A
POLL WORKER; AND TO PREVENT CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST IN ELECTIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 7-5-202(a)(2), concerning service as an
election official, deputy county clerk, or additional deputy, is amended to
read as follows:

(2) A person shall not serve as an election officialy—deputy
countyelerk, or-additional deputy if:
(A) The person is married:

(i) Married to or related within the second degree

of consanguinity to a candidate running for office in the election; and

(ii) The spouse of a member of a county board of

election commissioners; or

(iii) A county party chairman or his or her spouse;

and
(B) Another person makes an objection to his or her
service to the county board of election commissioners within ten (10)

calendar days after posting the list of officials. APPROVED: 2/28/19

MR 1205 4915 AN 2109
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 966 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/28/19 H3/29/19
92nd General Assembly B 1
Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1666

By: Representative Brown

By: Senator T. Garner

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING ELECTION
ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES; TO AMEND THE LAW
CONCERNING DUAL OFFICE HOLDING; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING ELECTION
ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES; AND TO
AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING DUAL OFFICE
HOLDING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 7-4-102(a)(l), concerning the dates for
election of county boards of election commissioners, is amended to read as
follows:

(a)(1)(A) 1In January of each odd-numbered year following the election
of county committee officers, members of the county board of election
commissioners shall be elected by their respective county committees.

(B) A chair or secretary of a county political party shall

not serve as a member of the county board of election commissioners.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 7-4-107 is amended to read as follows:

7-4-107. Duties of county board of election commissioners —Ballet
1 Vot 1 1 A . £ o] . ces )

(a) The county board of election commissioners shall preeeed—teo
establish and alleeate:

NI S
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As Engrossed: H3/28/19 H3/29/19 HB1666

(1) Ensure compliance with all legal requirements relating to

the conduct of elections;

(2) Exercise its duties consistently with the training and

materials provided by the State Board of Election Commissioners;

(3) Allocate a sufficient number of secure ballot boxes im—eaech

preeinet—or if voting is conducted using pre-printed paper ballots for each

polling site+~—Theeounty beardeof elecetion commissioners—shall appoint based

on the number of votes cast at that polling site in the immediately

preceding:
(A) Preferential primary election or general election if

the election for which the secure ballot boxes are prepared is a preferential

primary election or general election; and

(B) Special election if the election for which the secure

ballot boxes are prepared is a special election;

(4) Allocate sufficient components of a voting system approved

for use under § 7-5-301 for each polling site based on the number of votes

cast at that polling site in the immediately preceding: (A)

Preferential primary election or general election if the election for which

the components are prepared is a preferential primary election or general

election; and

(B) Special election if the election for which the

components are prepared is a special election; and

(5) Appoint the requisite number of election officials at each

site where voters present themselves to vote to ensure that there is a
sufficient number of election officials at each site, based upon the votes in
the immediately preceding comparable election.

(b) (1) *t—-shall be the dutyof the The county board of election
commissioners £o shall select and appoint a sufficient number of election
officials for each polling site as provided by subsection (a) of this section
and to perform the other duties prescribed not less than twenty (20) days
preceding an election.

(2)(A) Each polling site shall have a minimum of two (2)
election clerks, one (l) election judge, and one (1) election sheriff. Fer—=a
regularly scheduled electiony ald

(B) The election judge shall serve as the poll supervisor.

(C)(i) All election officials at a polling site shall have

2 03-29-2019 13:11:12 JAWO73
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As Engrossed: H3/28/19 H3/29/19 HB1666

completed training under § 7-4-109y—andat leastone (1) electionoffieial at

eleetion within the twelve (12) months before the election.

(ii) The minority party election commissioner shall
have the option to designate a number of election officials equal to one (1)
less than the majority of election officials at each polling site, with a
minimum of two (2) election officials at each polling site.

(iii) 1In the event that the county party
representatives on the county board of election commissioners fail to agree
upon any election official to fill an election post allotted to the
respective party twenty (20) days before the election, the county board of
election commissioners shall appoint the remaining election officials.

(c) T 1 1 of el . s hall L £ 1
1 14 £ ol . fficinl 1 ] 11 £ ¢
1 . fficin] . ! 1 ] . s ,
e—f—f—]:ee—ﬁe—lLa—l—]:eW&Hee—' v
44)» The county board of election commissioners may permit election
officials to work half-day or split shifts at the polls at any election so

long as the requisite number of election officials is always present.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 7-4-108 is amended to read as follows:
7-4-108. Absence of election officials — Filling vacancy.

(a) If any election official shall-be is absent at the time fixed for
the opening of the polls, then—the other eleetion offieials shall appeint

.. hall ] i fied of . . 1 . . e
eleetion offieialss the election judge shall immediately notify the county

board of election commissioners of the wvacancy.

(b) If the county board of election commissioners does not timely

appoint a new election official, and less than three (3) election officials

are present at the opening of the polls, the election judge present shall

appoint one (1) or more qualified persons to act as an election official

3 03-29-2019 13:11:12 JAWO73
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As Engrossed: H3/28/19 H3/29/19 HB1666

until the county board of election commissioners appoints a new election

official.

(c) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2), upon notification of

the absent election official, at least one (1) member of the county board of

election commissioners shall respond to the polling site and assist with the

election until the new election official is appointed.

(2) If all three (3) of the members of the county board of

election commissioners are assisting at other polling sites and the election

judge does not timely appoint a qualified person, the other election

officials present at the polling site shall appoint a qualified person to act

as an election official until the county board of election commissioners

appoints a new election official.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 7-4-115 is amended to read as follows:

7-4-115. Legislative intent.

Due to the reeemt United States Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling
in Jones v. Conway County, Arkansas, 143 F.3d 417 (8th Cir. 1998), the status
of county election commissioners as either county officials or state
officials has become unclear. Because of this lack of clarity, there has been
much confusion as to whether or not county election commissioners should have
been or currently are immune from suit under the state’s policy of tort
immunity. It is the intent of the General Assembly to clarify the official
status of county election commissioners. Prior to July 30, 1999, county
election commissioners were state officials and, as such, were immune from
suit pursuant to Arkansas Constitution, Article 5, § 20, and § 19-10-305.
Upon July 30, 1999, county election commissioners are hereby deemed to be

county officials and are immune from suit pursuant to § 21-9-301.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 7-5-515(a), concerning preparation of
voting machines, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Immediately upon the proper certification of candidates and
questions, the county board of election commissioners shall oversee
programming of the election, proof the ballots, prepare the voting machines,

oversee—their programmingy and test and adjust the voting machines for the

election.

4 03-29-2019 13:11:12 JAWO73
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As Engrossed:

H3/28/19 H3/29/19

/s/Brown

APPROVED: 4/12/19

HB1666

03-29-2019 13:11:12 JAWO73
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