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Memorandum 

TO:  Members, ALC – Executive Subcommittee 

 

CC: Marty Garrity, Director, Bureau of Legislative Research; 

 Jessica Sutton, Administrator, Administrative Rules Review Section, Legal Services 

Division    

 

FROM:  Rebecca Miller-Rice, Legislative Attorney, Administrative Rules Review Section, 

Legal Services Division 

 
DATE:  July 16, 2018 

 
SUBJECT:  Legal Authorization for Emergency Promulgation of the Rules and Regulations 

Governing the Application for, Issuance, and Renewal of Licenses for Medical 

Marijuana Cultivation Facilities and Dispensaries in Arkansas 
 

 

 The Medical Marijuana Commission (“Commission”) was created within the Department 

of Finance and Administration to determine the qualifications for receiving a license to operate 

a dispensary or a license to operate a cultivation facility and the awarding of licenses.  See Ark. 

Const. amend. 98, § 19(a)(1).  Dispensaries and cultivation facilities shall be licensed by the 

Commission.  See Ark. Const. amend. 98, § 8(a)(1).  The Commission shall administer and 

regulate the licensing of dispensaries and cultivation facilities, including the issuance of a license 

to operate a dispensary and a license to operate a cultivation facility.  See Ark. Const. amend. 98, 

§ 8(a)(2).  The Alcoholic Beverage Control Division (“Division”) shall administer and enforce the 

provisions of Amendment 98 concerning dispensaries and cultivation facilities.  See Ark. Const. 

amend. 98, § 8(a)(3).  Pursuant to Amendment 98, § 8(b)(1) of the Arkansas Constitution, the 

Commission and the Division shall each adopt rules necessary to carry out the purposes of the 

amendment and perform its duties under the amendment.  The Commission shall further adopt 

rules governing: (1) the manner in which the Commission considers applications for and 

renewals of licenses for dispensaries and cultivation facilities; (2) the form and content of 

registration and renewal applications for dispensaries and cultivation facilities; and (3) any other 
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matters necessary for the Commission’s fair, impartial, stringent, and comprehensive 

administration of the amendment.1  See Ark. Const. amend. 98, § 8(d). 

                                                 
1 The rules were to be adopted not later than one hundred eighty (180) days after the effective date of the 
amendment; the instant proposed rules are an amendment to those rules already adopted and in effect. 




