
Arkansas Division of Higher Education 
423 Main Street, Suite 400 • Little Rock, Arkansas • 72201-3818 • (501) 371-2000 • Fax (501) 371-2001 

  Johnny Key   Maria Markham, Ph.D. 
  Secretary    Director 

October 15, 2021 

The Honorable David Wallace, Chair  
The Honorable David Hillman, Chair 
Arkansas Legislative Council – Personnel Subcommittee 
State Capitol Building 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Dear Senator Wallace and Representative Hillman: 

Arkansas State University-Jonesboro (ASUJ) – Arkansas Biosciences Institute (ABI) requests the 
establishment of five (5) non-classified positions from the Higher Education Central Pool authorized by Act 
763 of 2019, ACA §21-5-1415.  In accordance with the provisions of the act, we are forwarding our 
recommendation to you for consideration. 

We recommend that the following be established from the Higher Education Central Pool: 

Requested Recommendation 
Title:  Research Graduate Assistant Title:  Research Graduate Assistant  
LIM – FY22:  $47,658  LIM – FY22:  $47,658  
Salary – FY22:  $20,273 Salary – FY22:  $20,273 
Institution Match Rate % – FY22:  3% Institution Match Rate % – FY22:  3% 
Institution Match $ - FY22:  $608 Institution Match $ - FY22:  $608 
Total Compensation FY22:  $20,881 Total Compensation FY22:  $20,881 
Number of Positions:  5 Number of Positions:  5 

The positions are requested to maintain research due to ASUJ-ABI’s growth and there are currently no 
vacancies. This title is currently used at this entity. 

The Research Graduate Assistant positions will promote student’s successful completion of an academic 
program while providing experience working in an academic environment.  These positions will support the 
University’s teaching, research and service missions for the benefit of students in areas closely related to their 
chosen field of study. 

Sincerely, 

Maria Markham, Ph. D. 
Director 
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