
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES 

SUBJECT:  Arkansas Medicaid Procedure Code Linking Table Project 

DESCRIPTION: 

Statement of Necessity 

The purpose of the rule is to bring all procedure codes currently contained in designated 

Arkansas Medicaid Provider Manuals up to date. The codes will be replaced with  

hyperlinks to a consistently maintained list of codes. 

Procedure codes and the related billing requirements must be added, deleted, or modified 

often and under several circumstances. For example, procedure code conversions and 

updates are issued regularly by the Physician’s Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) 

and Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) oversight organizations. 

The procedure codes are being removed from the manual as codes are not Rules (see Ark. 

Code Ann. §25-15-202(9)(B)(iv)). The change will allow for contemporaneous and 

efficient updates when national procedure codes and billing criteria change. (In future 

updates, any necessary corrections to language will be made.) 

The proposed revision is necessary to: 

1) Bring components of the Division of Medical Services (DMS) payment policy

processes up to date with the fully-implemented interChange (iC) system (iC replaced 

MMIS (Medicaid Management Information System)); and 

2) Implement changes to the procedure code update process that can be leveraged to

ensure timely compliance with all mandatory updates. 

Rule Summary 

Effective January 1, 2022, procedure codes are being removed from the text of the 

following Provider Manuals: Adult Behavioral Health, ARKids First-B, Certified Nurse 

Midwife, Child Health Services/EPSDT, Children’s Services Targeted Case 

Management, Chiropractic, Dental, Federally-Qualified Health Center, Hearing, Home 

Health, Hospital, Hyperalimentation, Nurse Practitioner, Outpatient Behavioral Health, 

Physician, Podiatrist, Portable X-Ray, Private Duty Nursing, Prosthetics, Rehabilitative 

Hospital, Rural Health Clinic, School-Based Mental Health, Transportation, Ventilator 

Equipment, and Vision. 

Procedure codes in these manuals are being replaced with a hyperlink to a Procedure 

Code Linking Table or to another subsection of the manual that contains a hyperlink to a 

Table. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: A public hearing was held on this rule on October 21, 2021.  

The public comment period expired November 8, 2021.  The agency indicated that it 

received no public comments. 

 

The proposed effective date is January 1, 2022.  

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule does not have a financial 

impact. 

 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The Department of Human Services has the 

responsibility to administer assigned forms of public assistance and is specifically 

authorized to maintain an indigent medical care program (Arkansas Medicaid).  See Ark. 

Code Ann. §§ 20-76-201(1), 20-77-107(a)(1).  The Department has the authority to make 

rules that are necessary or desirable to carry out its public assistance duties.  Ark. Code 

Ann. § 20-76-201(12).  The Department and its divisions also have the authority to 

promulgate rules as necessary to conform their programs to federal law and receive 

federal funding.  Ark. Code Ann. § 25-10-129(b).  

 

“A medical code within the Arkansas Medicaid Program that is issued by the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services” is not considered a “rule” under the Arkansas 

Administrative Procedure Act.  See Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-202(9)(B)(iv). 
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