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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES 

SUBJECT:  Pharmacy Manual Update 3-21 and SPA 2022-0001 

DESCRIPTION: 

Statement of Necessity 

The 93rd General Assembly enacted Acts 406, 407, 408, and 503, which give pharmacists 

a new scope of practice to prescribe certain vaccines, immunizations, and certain 

prescriptions.  They also allow for prescription of over the counter (OTC) drugs and 

testing for certain infections and viruses per protocol.  These Acts were put into place 

officially in compliance with the Prep Act due to COVID-19 U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services (HHS) regulation, but also expand other prescribing and testing 

allowances for pharmacists individually.  Legislation did not address reimbursement to 

pharmacists for these services but rather allows pharmacists to be the prescriber on the 

pharmacy and medical claims in the pharmacy.  The Division of Medical Services is 

revising Section 201.100 of the Pharmacy Manual to comply with the Acts.  The 

Medicaid State Plan Amendment (SPA) has been updated to reflect the changes in the 

Acts. 

Rule Summary 

Pharmacy Manual Section II, Section 201.100 

- Renamed the section title 

- Added, “The Arkansas Medicaid Program will allow pharmacists to enroll 

individually as atypical providers to prescribe and administer specified drugs and 

test and screen for certain health conditions, per current allowable protocols.  

Pharmacists are not billing providers, but they may be rendering providers on 

medical claims.  Pharmacists will be allowed as prescribing providers on 

pharmacy claims for drugs identified in current protocol.” 

- Changed seven (7) to three (3) 

- Deleted “…to eighteen (18) years of age under a general written…” 

- Added “…and older under current…” 

- Deleted “The Arkansas Medicaid Program will continue to reimburse pharmacies 

the cost and administration fee of selected vaccines for Medicaid beneficiaries 

nineteen (19) years of age and older.” 

State Plan Amendment (SPA) 

- Page 3.1-A, page 3b: Added “(7) Pharmacists. Pharmacists may enroll 

individually as atypical providers to prescribe and administer specified drugs and 

test and screen for certain health conditions, per current allowable protocols.  

Pharmacists are not billing providers, but they may be rendering providers on 

medical claims.  Pharmacists will be allowed as prescribing providers on 

pharmacy claims for drugs identified in current protocol.” 
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- Page 3.1-B, page 3d: Added “(7) Pharmacists. Pharmacists may enroll 

individually as atypical providers to prescribe and administer specified drugs and 

test and screen for certain health conditions, per current allowable protocols.  

Pharmacists are not billing providers, but they may be rendering providers on 

medical claims.  Pharmacists will be allowed as prescribing providers on 

pharmacy claims for drugs identified in current protocol.” 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  A public hearing was held on this rule on March 24, 2022.  The 

public comment period expired on April 11, 2022.  The agency indicated that it received 

no public comments. 

 

The proposed effective date is June 1, 2022. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule has a financial impact. 

 

Per the agency, the total cost to implement this rule is $9,167 for the current fiscal year 

($2,602 in general revenue and $6,565 in federal funds) and $110,000 for the next fiscal 

year ($31,218 in general revenue and $78,782 in federal funds).  The total estimated cost 

by fiscal year to state, county, and municipal government as a result of this rule is $2,602 

for the current fiscal year and $31,218 for the next fiscal year. 

 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The Department of Human Services has the 

responsibility to administer assigned forms of public assistance and is specifically 

authorized to maintain an indigent medical care program (Arkansas Medicaid).  See Ark. 

Code Ann. §§ 20-76-201(1), 20-77-107(a)(1).  The Department has the authority to make 

rules that are necessary or desirable to carry out its public assistance duties.  Ark. Code 

Ann. § 20-76-201(12).  The Department and its divisions also have the authority to 

promulgate rules as necessary to conform their programs to federal law and receive 

federal funding.  Ark. Code Ann. § 25-10-129(b).  This rule implements Acts 406, 407, 

408, and 503 of 2021. 

 

Act 406, sponsored by Representative Justin Boyd, allowed pharmacists to prescribe, 

administer, deliver, distribute, or dispense vaccines, immunizations, and medications to 

treat adverse reactions to administered vaccines. 

 

Act 407, also sponsored by Representative Boyd, authorized pharmacy technicians to 

administer vaccines and immunizations. 

 

Act 408, sponsored by Representative Aaron Pilkington, amended the provisions of the 

Arkansas Code concerning the practice of pharmacy and authorized pharmacists to 

provide access to and administration of oral contraceptives. 

 

Act 503, sponsored by Representative Lee Johnson, allowed pharmacists to treat certain 

health conditions, modified physician dispensing and allowed delegation of physician 

dispensing. 
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