EXHIBIT B-2

DRAFT MINUTES

SENATE & HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON
STATE AGENCIES AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS; JOINT PERFORMANCE REVIEW
COMMITTEE; CHARITABLE, PENAL AND CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Meeting Jointly

August 27,2013

The Senate and House Interim Committees on State Agencies and G

Members in Attendance
The followmg commIttee members attended Senator:

to determine if an
from physwal €

interviews an inmate wh has served time up to, or at least six months frorn his transfer-eligibility date.
The APB member and inmate discuss the inmate’s reason for incarceration, program completion(s),
parole plan, and hear advocates for or against his parole. After the hearing, the APB interviewer reports
to other board members, where a three-out-of-five vote grants or denies the inmate’s parole. APB has
an option to require programming for non-violent offenders, extending beyond the inmate’s transfer-
eligibility date. In these cases, ORU must release the inmate to DCC upon program completion.

The committees recessed to observe parole hearings; tour the Quachita River Unit; and travel to the
Omega Technical Violator Center (Omega).
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Overview and Tour of the Omega Technical Violator Center

[EXHIBIT D, ATTACHMENT 1, HANDOUTS 2 & 3]

Mr. Rick Hart, Deputy Director, Residential Services, DCC; Ms. Kathy Brown, Center Supervisor,
Omega; Major Robert Wiley, Lieutenant Walter White, and Macy Bishop presented a PowerPoint
(Attachment 1) and explained, Omega’s inmates are a diverse group of repeat offenders. The Center’s
average inmate population is 280; and nearly 100% have substance abuse and addiction issues.

Inmate treatment at Omega focuses on teaching, promoting, and encouragin%}ggsitive cognitive and
behavioral changes; placing specific emphasis on avoiding addiction and ¢ "mi-naglifestyles. New
Freedom Curriculum is an important residential treatment program admifiiStered to Omega’s inmates;
that targets substance abuse, anger management, relationships, cog%ﬁi;i} eiraining, job readiness, life

skills and re-entry. Inmates without high school diplomas (or equifzalent) misgattend General
Equivalency Diploma (GED) class every day. Since Omega o enﬁs{p 2005,%69%0f its inmates have
successfully completed the GED program. Faith-based pro ﬁgr%%%pla key rolestitSinmate rehabilitation
and recovery at Omega. '

Mr. Hart explained, safety at Omega is critical, and ASsalf; fof any I}d are extremely rate®During its
existence, the center’s incident reports include only three assay escape. He noted Omega’s
correctional professionals undergo extensive and continuing edugation programs to maintain a safe

environment. 16




