EXHIBIT C

JOINT PERFORMANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE
JUNE 14, 2016
DRAFT MINUTES

The Joint Performance Review Committee met at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 in Room 130, State
Capitol, Little Rock, Arkansas.

ce-Chair, Missy Irvin, Linda
Collins-Smith, Terry Rice, and Gary Stubblefield. Representatlves Kim Hamma Co-Chair, Micah Neal,
Vice-Chair, Lance Eads, Kenneth Ferguson, Mary Hickerson, Josh l\/[l\;fer Milt i
and John Walker.

Sorvillo.

Call to Order
Representative Hammer called the meeting to order.

PR Commm:ee m img was made by
tion carrgg.

ﬁycnologlcal : p&;ct on Children and Their

Families When GrandparenWWh Family Mélnbers Are Not Allowed to Foster or Adopt the
Children [Exhibits D ,D-; D-2]
Mr. Dale and Mrs. Téﬁ%m; ridges, G
Mr. and Mrs. Bridges sharedx com%?
of access to thelr g,rlandchlldrenﬁw fog:

Discussion of Grandparent’s-Rights and Also the

andparents, \f}'e ¢.sworn in under oath by Representative Hammer.
i g'tesumony reg’érdmg their lives as grandparents and their lack

@ng@ ,}W%LAT ansas’s current laws regarding grandparents rights
dparents. =

I @ounselor and I’sychotheraplst was sworn in under oath by
Representatlve Hammer Nﬁ rd stated YeiHas 45 years of experience working as a private and public
sector counsglor. In 2000, the aws in Arkansas regarding grandparents visitation rights came to a drastic
it United States S, %ﬁ%ﬁreme Court made a decision in the case of Troxel v. Granville. Asa
result of Troxelyand the cases that followed, Arkansas re-drafted its grandparent visitation statutes to allow a
' sitation unéer certain circumstances when they establish a 51gn1ﬁcant and viable
relationship with thelrg;@andc and when harm would result to the child if visitation is denied. When
considering amending leg 71512 ’ﬁon Mr. Heard encouraged the JPR Comumittee to review the definitions in the
current law to redefine the terms “harmful” and “reasonable visitation” or create some more clearly defined

parameters. Representative Walker asked the following questions:

1. Should the legislature impose a duty of care and financial support upon a non-
parent of a child?

2. Should the legislature better define the concept of “what is in the best interest of
the children™ ? _

3. Is there a legislative need to put some constrictions upon judicial decision making
when addressing this subject matter so far as to extend grandparents rights?
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Mr. Heard replied, I believe that all of these terms need to be more specifically defined.

Regarding allegations of abuse in custody cases, Senator Clark asked what has been done to change the
policy since last July. Ms. Keesa Smith, Interim Director, Division of Youth Services (DYS), DHS, replied,
at this time the statutes do not allow DHS the ability to treat those cases differently than any other cases.
DHS county administrators will attend a training session in July to address concerns involving issues that are
raised in custody battles and divorce cases when the child abuse hotline has been called and false allegations
made. Ms. Smith concluded by stating that DHS may have to investigate how the child welfare process
interfaces with custody and divorce proceedings.

Brief Update on the Department of Human Services Licensing Agreeme W1th?C0CENTRIX
Mr. Craig Cloud Director, Division of Aging and Adult Services, DHS, m vsworn in under oath by

s . in this agreement,
DHS has the option of exiting this agreement, which would redﬁtce its: llab111ty after t of the fiscal year,
and any new or additional work performed on this pI“O_] ect. 9

matched the direction for traditional Medicaid movmg forw -
licensing agreement and approval must be given by the ¢ Go It
Administration, and the Department of Information Systems be’ ’G)
response to a question by Representative Sorvﬂlo regarding the M

approximately $1.2 million.

Brief Update on the Rite of Passage Company:Recently:Contracted by« Hsﬁio Operate and Manage
the DYS Juvenile Treatment Centers “-9" s 4

Ms. Keesa Smith, Interim Director, Division of Youth Sels«.gacesﬂ@g : ) S was sworn in under oath by
Representative Hammer. Ms, ﬁm%th}gave a brief updateiregarding gtransmon from the G48S contract to the
Rite of Passage contract. ghe s%a?% s;? has re-proct red the Alexahder facility. In May, DHS reviewed the
submitted applications for the Reques Far Proposal (RER), and without any challenges the Rite of Passage
was awarded the contréc d as the new vendor/pLQv1der for the Alexander facility on August 1,
2016. At the request of Repres&e’htatlve:cgam;ner DHS andffhe Rite of Passage staff will update the
Committee regarding the transmo nipr ogres@ﬁﬁ*“ “te;:&dafe

Brief Dlsc(izmlon of Va‘ ) }Js’?Dlwsmh%g?at\the Arkansas Department of Human Services

Mr. Cl@%@dﬁi of: dult Services, DHS, Mr. Charlie Green, Director, Division of
Behav1oréLf He calth Serv1ces (DBHS), DHS. ; Ms. Mischa Martin, Director, Division of Children and Family
Services (DG ;S) DHS, Ms. Meliséa Stoné, Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities Services

(DDS), DHS, a% Ms Keesa Smith; Interim Director, Division of Youth Services (DYS), DIIS, and Mr.
Kelley L1nck Ch‘le;;t; Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs, DHS, were recognized by
Representative Hammér: He c arged the agency directors with providing responses to a list of questions that
Committee Staff will senditosthem via email. Committee members were encouraged to forward their
questions to add to the list 4

Representative Hammer announced two judges will be invited to attend the next committee meeting to
discuss issues regarding grandparents rights and grandchildren custody in DHS settings and non-DHS
settings.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:53 a.m.
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