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Public Comment Summary 
 

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204, Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System 
(APERS) published public notice of its intention to amend APERS Board Rules 24 CAR § 1-213, 
312-2011(5), 410 – 2005 (5) and 411 – 2009 (5) (repeal), and Arkansas State Police Retirement 
System (ASPRS) Board Rule 14.  The public notices and accompanying information were 
published in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette for three (3) consecutive days and were posted on the 
Secretary of State’s for thirty (30) days.  The public comment period expired on September 6, 
2023.  APERS received one (1) public comment. 
 
Commenter:  Chris Villines, Executive Director, Association of Arkansas Counties 
 
Comment:  Director Villines submitted a comment on the proposed amendments to APERS Board 
Rule 312 – 2011 (5).  Director Villines suggested additional language be added to further clarify 
how this rule applies to contributory and noncontributory members of APERS who are employed 
as local elected officials.  Specifically, Director Villines requested that APERS add language to 
the rule to state that the enhanced service credit accrual limitation under Ark. Code Ann. 24-4-
101(15)(B) does not apply to noncontributory members.  Director Villines also requested that 
APERS add language to clarify to which members of APERS the additional contribution required 
under Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-521(b)(5) for enhanced service credit applies.  
 
APERS Response:  APERS has added additional language to the proposed amendment to APERS 
Board Rule 312 – 2011 (5) to address Director Villines’ comments and concerns.  APERS has 
added subsection (c)(2) to state that the enhanced service credit accrual limitation under Ark. Code 
Ann. 24-4-101(15)(B) does not apply to noncontributory members.  APERS has also inserted a 
chart showing the members required to make additional contributions for the enhanced service 
credit. 
 



MARK-UP 
 

312 – 2011 (5) – Contributions Required of New County and Elected Officials Who 
Are Elected for the First Time after July 1, 2001 Crediting of service and additional 
contributions required of local elected officials. 

In compliance with Act 563 of 2011, any county or municipal elected official who (1) has 
never served in an elected position covered by this system; (2) who is elected or 
appointed to office on or after July 1, 2011; and (3) who is entitled to receive enhanced 
service credit under A.C.A. 24-4-521(b)(5), shall contribute 2.5% of his or her gross 
salary for the additional service credit that exceeds the regular rate of service credit in 
order to be entitled to any service credit whatsoever accruing as a result of serving in 
the elected office.  Any such official who requests a refund of these contributions shall 
forfeit all service credit for the period represented by the refund. 

(a) In compliance with Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-521(b)(5), a person who is 
employed as a local elected official covered by Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement 
System is eligible to receive enhanced service credit at two (2) times the regular rate of 
crediting service. 

(b)(1) Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-521(b)(5), a person who is employed as 
a local elected official covered by the system must contribute an additional percentage 
of his or her compensation for the additional service credit that exceeds the regular rate 
of crediting service if that person based on the following chart: 

(1) Has never served in a noncontributory elected position covered by 
Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System before July 1, 2011; or  

(2) Has never served in a contributory elected position covered by 
Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement System before January 1, 2014. 

Local Elected Officials 
Requirements for Additional Contributions 

Contributory/Noncontributory 
Member Status 

Beginning 
Service Date as 
Elected Official 

Service 
Credit 

Additional 
Employer 

Contributions 

Additional 
Employee 

Contributions 
Noncontributory 06/30/2011 or 

earlier 
2x regular 

rate 0% 0% 

Noncontributory (elected) 07/01/2011 or 
later 

2x regular 
rate 2.5% 2.5% 

Contributory 12/31/2013 or 
earlier 

2x regular 
rate 0% 0% 

Contributory (elected) 01/01/2014 or 
later 

2x regular 
rate 2.5% 2.5% 

 

(c)(2) Any noncontributory local elected official who requests a refund of these 
contributions shall forfeit all service credit for the period represented by the refund. 



MARK-UP 
(d)(c)(1) Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-101(15)(B), a contributory member 

who is employed as a local elected official covered by Arkansas Public Employees’ 
Retirement System the system shall accrue enhanced service credit on no more than 
ten (10) actual years of service. 

(2) A noncontributory member who is employed as a local elected official covered 
by the system is not subject to the ten (10) year enhanced service credit accrual 
limitation in subsection (c)(1) of this rule. 
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312 – 2011 (5) - Crediting of service and additional contributions required of local 
elected officials. 

(a) In compliance with Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-521(b)(5), a person who is 
employed as a local elected official covered by Arkansas Public Employees’ Retirement 
System is eligible to receive enhanced service credit at two (2) times the regular rate of 
crediting service. 

(b)(1) Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-521(b)(5), a person who is employed as 
a local elected official covered by the system must contribute an additional percentage 
of his or her compensation for the additional service credit that exceeds the regular rate 
of crediting service based on the following chart: 

 
Local Elected Officials 

Requirements for Additional Contributions 

Contributory/Noncontributory 
Member Status 

Beginning 
Service Date as 
Elected Official 

Service 
Credit 

Additional 
Employer 

Contributions 

Additional 
Employee 

Contributions 
Noncontributory 06/30/2011 or 

earlier 
2x regular 

rate 0% 0% 

Noncontributory (elected) 07/01/2011 or 
later 

2x regular 
rate 2.5% 2.5% 

Contributory 12/31/2013 or 
earlier 

2x regular 
rate 0% 0% 

Contributory (elected) 01/01/2014 or 
later 

2x regular 
rate 2.5% 2.5% 

 
 (2) Any noncontributory local elected official who requests a refund of these 

contributions shall forfeit all service credit for the period represented by the refund. 
 
(c)(1) Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 24-4-101(15)(B), a contributory member who 

is employed as a local elected official covered by the system shall accrue enhanced 
service credit on no more than ten (10) actual years of service. 

 (2) A noncontributory member who is employed as a local elected official 
covered by the system is not subject to the ten (10) year enhanced service credit 
accrual limitation under subsection (c)(1) of this rule.   
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