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Revised February 28, 2022 

DECEMBER 15, 2021 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULE AMENDMENT  

ATRS RULE 4 – ELECTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

I. PURPOSE 

To amend ATRS Rule 4 – Election of Board of Trustees (Rule 4) in accordance with legislation enacted 
during the Regular Session, 2021, and to redraft current provisions for clarity and to correct nonsubstantive 
issues such as formatting, renumbering, grammar, and spelling as appropriate. The amendments to Rule 4 
are necessary for the proper operation and administration of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System.  
 

II. BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

A.C.A. § 24-7-301 provides that the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System is 
responsible for the general administration and proper operation of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System 
and for implementing the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System Act, A.C.A. § 24-7-201 et seq.  
 
A.C.A. § 24-7-305(b) gives the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System the authority 
to promulgate rules as it deems necessary from time to time in the transaction of its business and in 
administering the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System. Acts 2021, No. 595, A.C.A. § 25-15-216(b), 
requires the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System to promulgate rules pursuant to the provisions of each 
act identified by the Bureau of Legislative Research as requiring the promulgation of one (1) or more rules. 
 
Rule 4 currently provides that at least one (1) of the administrators serving as an active administrator trustee 
must be employed by a participating employer as an Arkansas school superintendent or educational 
cooperative director. Before the passage of Acts 2021, No. 279, A.C.A. § 24-7-301 required two (2) active 
member trustees to be employed in a position requiring an administrator’s license and one (1) of the two (2) 
active member trustees to be an administrator. Acts 2021, No. 279 amended A.C.A. § 24-7-301(2)(C)(i) to 
require one (1) of the two (2) active member trustees to be a superintendent or an educational cooperative 
director.   
 
Rule 4 refers to “participating employer” when “employer” or “covered employer” as defined in A.C.A. § 24-
7-202(17) is intended. Rule 4 is being amended to use the term “employer” or “covered employer” instead of 
“participating employer” as appropriate. Corresponding amendments were made in Acts 2021, No. 279 and 
Acts 2021, No. 279.  
 
Rule 4 is being amended to redraft current provisions for clarity and correct nonsubstantive issues such as 
formatting, renumbering, grammar, and spelling as appropriate.  
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III. KEY POINTS 

Rule 4 is being amended to: 
 

• Clarify that one (1) of the two (2) active member trustees on the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas 
Teacher Retirement System who are required to be employed in a position requiring an 
administrator’s license shall be a superintendent or an educational cooperative director; 

 

• Amend “participating employer” to “employer” or “covered employer”;  
 

• Amend or add language recommended through public comment that: 
 

o Clarifies the Arkansas congressional district boundaries that will be used to determine 
candidate and voter eligibility; 

o Appropriately references “active administrator trustee positions” where necessary; 
o Appropriately references “requiring an administrator’s license” where necessary; 
o Clarifies that one (1) of the two (2) administrator trustee positions must be a superintendent 

or educational cooperative director; 
o Addresses campaign materials that appear to claim the endorsement of the Arkansas 

Teacher Retirement System or the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement 
System; and 

o Clarifies that the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System must 
declare a vacancy upon the resignation or death of a trustee; and  

 

• Redraft current provisions for clarity and correct nonsubstantive issues such as formatting, 
renumbering, grammar, and spelling as appropriate.  
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~pm̀ùpla�n

Y1�C<?A:=?<V��� 1���) �.$�.� �"�����*����"�$)(� �X$�+�����/&)����"�.&�"�Y��&������$"��X��$* &�� �

�X�&����$,�� � ����/��$�'�&)$�+��&�W� &�+�Z���$"]�Y��$� ��*&)������̂-��������/�+Y�$�������̂1�

��) �/�������� �Y����+�"�1�

�LM2IN<8�O8P<7>6:=8QRSTQ4TQ�TQUT8

�1�H�C89:;;<=>V������������������� ��¡�����¢koù|rnkt}̀l̀muikupinuiwmurrn~pm̀ùplm£¤�
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OVGMUJN�GNGMEUIQ�EI�DUNN�JQ�TQĜVUKGL�EGK]�TQLGK�TOUQ_�EFG�HIJKL�̀abcdefg

VKIMGLTKGO�EI�DUNN�TQĜVUKGL�EGK]O�DIK�GNGMEGL�EKTOEGGOB��
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WVVKIPGLs� tJR��u\�vuuu� Awv��

W]GQLGLs� WVKUN�vx\�vuuy� Aw���
�

zGSKTJKR���\�vuu{� Aw�\�Awv��
�

|GMG]SGK��{\�vuu}� Aw�\�Awv��
�

~TNR��\�vu��� Awv���]GK_GQMR��

WLIVEGLs� WT_TOE�{\�vu��� Awv��

�DDGMEUPGs� �IPG]SGK���\�vu��� Awv��

WVVKIPGL�SR�HIJKLs� �MEISGK�	\�vu�	� Aw���

W]GQLGLs� zGSKTJKR��\�vu�x� Aw���

�DDGMEUPGs� zGSKTJKR��u\�vu�x� Aw���

�DDGMEUPGs� WT_TOE�	\�vu�}�
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