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State of Arkansas

[J
78th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 1991 HOUSE BILL
By: Representative Willems

For An Act 'To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO PROTECT THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF
THE STATE OF ARKANSAS BY CREATING A STATEWIDE PROGRAM TO
PROMOTE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND SELF WORTH;

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. (a) Millions of dollars
are spent each year in Arkansas fighting destruction created by our worsening
social problems. Little improvement has been seen as a result of the money
spent through existing programs on these problems. The costs expressed in
human and societal terms are manifested in broken families and broken lives,
hopelessness, despair, and even death. Moreover, these costs are steadily
increasing.

(b) Research has established a causal relationship between a lack of
self worth and crime, violence, alcohol and drug abuse, welfare dependency,
high school dropouts, teen pregnancy, recidivism, child abuse and teen
suicide. People who have a healthy sense of self worth are less likely to
engage in these types of destructive and self-destructive behavior and more
likely to engage in positive behavior and be productive members of society.
Therefore, the Arkansas General Assembly believes that the best and most cost
effective manner in which to solve these problems is to address the root
causes which are a lack of self worth and no sense of personal and social
responsibility. In order to accomplish that, the creation of the Arkansas
Task Force to Promote Personal and Social Responsibility and Self Worth is
necessary which will coordinate a statewide program through county and
community task forces with local volunteers who will work together to develop

plans for their areas to eliminate or reduce these social problems which are
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weakening our state and destroying its future.

SECTION 2. As used in this act, "self worth" means appreciating one's
own worth and importance and having the character to be accountable for

oneself and to act responsibly toward others.

SECTION 3. (a) There is hereby created the Arkansas Task Force to
Promote Personal and Social Responsibility and Self Worth.

(b) The task force shall be made up of eighteen (18) members to be
appointed by the Governor and the Arkansas General Assembly. The task force
shall include:

(1) the director of the Department of Education or his designee;

(2) the director of the Department of Higher Education or his

designee;

(3) the director of the Department of Health or his designee;

(4) the director of the Department of Human Services or his
designee;

(5) the director of the Employment Security Division or his
designee;

(6) the director of the Vocational-Technical Division of the
Department of Education or his designee;

(7) the director of the Department of Corrections or his
designee;

(8) the Governor or his designee;

(9) two (2) members of the Arkansas House of Representatives, who
shall be appointed by the Speaker;

(10) two (2) members of the Arkansas Senate, who shall be
appointed by the Senate Pro Tempore; and

(11) six (6) citizens of this state, who shall be appointed by
the Governor, representing various areas of this state who have demonstrated
abilities, ideas or experience in the enhancement of self worth, personal and
social responsibility and good citizenship with consideration given to
appointing a welfare recipient, an ex-convict or a victim of a violent crime.

(c) Members shall serve without compensation but shall receive mileage

and expenses 1f overnight travel is required.
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(d) In the event of a vacancy on the task force, a new member shall be
appointed by the original appointing authority in accordance with the

requirements applicable to an original appointment.

SECTION 4. Each appointing authority at the state level shall make the
required appointments to the task force within thirty (30) days of the
effective date of this act. The Governor or his designee shall call the first
meeting of the task force within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this
act. A second meeting of this Task Force, inviting interested county
representatives, shall be held within ninety (90) days of the effective date

of this act.

SECTION 5. The purpose of the task force shall be to:

(1) promote public awareness of the findings, policies and programs
most likely to be effective in building or restoring self worth;

(2) encourage in each county the formation of a volunteer task force to
develop and initiate a program for promoting personal and social
responsibility and self worth for the area;

(3) keep abreast of new research in the area;

(4) monitor results of the area task forces and report to the Arkansas
General Assembly prior to the 1993 Regular Session on the progress made and
recommendations for the future;

(5) generate an effort to inform the public of the relationship between
self worth and the state's major social problems and how self worth can be
nurtured, harmed and rebuilt and to identify ways the public can become
involved in the solution;

(6) survey government and other public institutions, including
government agencies, school and public assistance programs to determine
whether the manner in which they treat people serves to dehumanize persons and
adversely affect their healthy self worth;

(7) determine ways in which nongovernmental institutions, including
family, social and religious organizations can be more supportive of the
development and perpetuation of healthy self worth;

(8) develop early intervention programs for preschool children and work

with existing programs to strengthen them;
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(9) work with the Department of Education, Department of Higher
Education, Vocational-Technical Education Division of the Department of
Education, Department of Health, Department of Human Services, Department of
Corrections, and other entities which the task force may identify that impact
self worth in Arkansans to formulate policy to recommend to the General
Assembly and the Governor to promote personal and social responsibility and

self worth.

SECTION 6. The task force may solicit, accept and dispose of any
private or public funds in the form of donations of money, grants, property,
or personal services from individuals, corporations and governments for the

purposes of the task force.

SECTION 7. In order to aid the state task force and the county task
forces, there shall be three (3) staff members to be hired by the Governor, as
a part of the Governor's staff, consisting of two (2) professional staff and
one (1) clerical position. The staff shall:

(1) provide staff support for the task force;

(2) compile updated research concerning the relationship between self
worth and alcohol and drug abuse, crime, violence, teen pregnancy, teen
suicide, child abuse, high school dropouts, chronic welfare dependency,
recidivism, and the failure of children to achieve up to their potential in
school;

(3) research and compile programmatic practices available to build
personal and social responsibility and self worth;

(4) research and maintain information on early intervention programs
for preschool students;

(5) provide such information to the state and county task forces;

(6) assist counties in organizing their task forces;

(7) gather information on how state agencies may be dehumanizing and
destroying the self worth of those they serve;

(8) advise state agencies on ways to promote self worth in their staff
and those they serve;

(9) evaluate and establish tracking mechanisms for county self worth

programs;
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(10) provide information to the General Assembly and Governor on self
worth programs;

(11) provide information to the general public on self worth.

SECTION 8. All departments, commissions, boards, agencies, officers,
and institutions and subdivisions of this state shall cooperate with the task

force in carrying out the powers and purposes of this act.

SECTION 9. Three (3) months prior to the convening of the 1993 Regular
Session, the task force shall submit a report to the General Assembly and the
Governor including:

(1) the activities of the task force;

(2) the findings of the task force;

(3) any recommendations of the task force; and

(4) any other information the task force considers appropriate.

SECTION 10. The task force, the Governor, the General Assembly and
state agencies shall encourage the development of a group of volunteers in
each county to act as a county task force. 1In large or highly populated
areas, these task forces may break into subcommittees representing a
particular community. The task force shall be made up of a wide variety of
people representing all citizens in the county, including local school
districts, institutions of higher learning, service agencies, business
leaders, parents, and others interested in promoting personal and social

responsibility and self worth.

SECTION 11. The county task forces shall develop a plan for instituting
a program in their counties to accomplish the goals as set forth in the
definition of self worth in Section 2. The program shall be designed to
include as many groups of people as possible, but should begin with parents,

children and teachers.
SECTION 12. These county task forces shall promote the exercise of

responsible citizenship, so as to enable individuals to become personally

involved in the creation of policies, programs and environments, as will
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enhance personal and social responsibility and self worth, and therefore,

responsible citizenship in their counties.

SECTION 13. The State Board of Education shall adopt as one of its
goals the promotion of personal and social responsibility and self worth. The
State Board of Education shall direct the Department of Education to work with
the task force, the Department of Health and other state agencies as needed to

implement a program of personal and social responsibility and self worth.

SECTION 14. The Department of Education shall require schools to
include in their curriculum instruction promoting personal and social
responsibility and self worth for all students from kindergarten through high
school. The Department of Education shall require a method for addressing the
goal of promoting personal and social responsibility and self worth to be
included in the district and individual school plan, required by the Education

Planning Act of 1983 (Ark. Code Ann. §6-15-101).

SECTION 15. Each school district within a particular county shall
appoint a person to the county task force once established. Each school
district shall make the promotion of personal and social responsibility and
self worth a priority. The in-service curriculum of each district shall
include training in the promotion of personal and social responsibility and

self worth.

SECTION 16. Each institution of higher education should adopt as one of
its goals the promotion of personal and social responsibility and self worth.
Each institution shall develop a program which will include ways to achieve
this among the staff and faculty, as well as the students. In particular,
education and training should be incorporated into the curriculum of education
majors, in addition to other service-type majors, such as social work. 1In
counties which have county task forces, institutions shall appoint a person to

serve on this task force.

SECTION 17. Each vocational-technical school shall review their

policies and curriculum to ensure that they do not operate in a manner which
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serves to dehumanize persons. Each vocational-technical school shall develop
a program to promote personal and social responsibility and self worth for
each institution both in the faculty and students. Vocational-technical
schools can play a major role in promoting self worth, particularly in non-
college bound students. In counties where county task forces exist, schools

shall appoint a person to serve on this task force.

SECTION 18. State agencies shall evaluate their policies, programs and
staff to ensure that they do not operate in a manner which serves to
dehumanize persons and adversely affect their healthy self worth. State
agencies shall determine ways in which they, in particular their public
assistance programs, can be more supportive of the development and
perpetuation of healthy self-esteem. These goals should be incorporated into
the orientation and training of new employees, as well as periodic in-service
for existing employees. 1In counties which have county task forces, agencies

shall appoint a person to serve on this task force.

SECTION 19. All provisions of this act of a general and permanent
nature are amendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revision Commission shall incorporate the same in the Code.

SECTION 20. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 21. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

hereby repealed.

SECTION 22. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is hereby found and determined by the
Seventy-Eighth General Assembly that research has established a causal
relationship between a lack of self worth and crime, violence, alcohol and
drug abuse, welfare dependency, high school dropouts, teen pregnancy,

recidivism, child abuse and teen suicide; that people who possess self worth
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are less likely to engage in these types of destructive and self-destructive
behavior and more likely to engage in positive behavior and be productive
members of society; that the creation of a task force is necessary to develop
plans to eliminate or reduce these social problems by enhancing self worth;
and that this task force needs to be created immediately in order to address
these problems. Therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist and this
act being necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and

approval.

Vif237



HB

<t

n O

0 O

Vif237




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


