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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/21/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL

By: Representative Ingram

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE A CRI M NAL RECORDS CHECK BASED UPON A
NAVE CHECK WHEN A SET OF LEG BLE FI NGERPRI NTS CANNOT BE
OBTAI NED AFTER A M NI MUM OF THREE (3) ATTEMPTS FOR PERSONS
APPLYI NG FOR A LI CENSE | SSUED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON OR FOR EMPLOYMENT BY A LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICT; TO
AMEND ARK. CODE ANN. & 6-17-410 PERTAINING TO LETTERS OF
PROVI SI ONAL ELI GIBI LITY FOR A LI CENSE | SSUED BY THE STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AUTHORI ZE CRI M NAL RECORDS CHECKS
BASED UPON A NAME CHECK | N CERTAIN
| NSTANCES. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. In any instance where an individual nmust apply to the

2223

Identification Bureau of the Departnment of Arkansas State Police for a state

and nationwi de crimnal records check as a condition for a license issued by

the State Board of Education or as a condition for enploynment by a | ocal

school district and a legible set of fingerprints, as deternined by the

Identification Bureau of the Arkansas State Police, cannot be obtained after a

m ni mum of three (3) attenpts, the Departnment of Education or the |ocal

school

district shall deternmine eligibility for |icensure or enpl oynent based upon a

nanme check by the ldentification Bureau of the Arkansas State Police and the

Federal Bureau of |nvestigation.
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As Engrossed: H3/21/97 HB 2223
SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Annotated & 6-17-410(b)(1) is anended to read
as follows:
" (b)(1) The State Board of Education is authorized to issue a six-
mont h nonrenewabl e I etter of provisional eligibility for licensure to a first-
time applicant pending the results of the criminal records check; provided,

however, that the Director of the Departnent of Education, General Education

Division, is authorized to extend the period of provisional eligibility to the

end of that contract year if:

(A) The applicant is enployed by a |ocal school district;

and

(B) Results of the crimnal records check are del ayed.

SECTION 3. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 6. EMERGENCY. It is found and determ ned by the Cenera

Assenbly that in some instances the results of crimnal records checks

conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation on applicants for licensure

by the State Board of Education are not received in a tinmely manner by the

Depart nent of Education; that under existing state |law such applicants cannot

continue in enploynent with | ocal school districts, thereby creating hardship

for school children, the school districts, and the enpl oyees and that the

i medi ate i nplenentation of this act is necessary to alleviate such hardship

in the current school year. Therefore, an enmergency is declared to exist and

this act being i nmediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace,

health and safety shall becone effective on the date of its approval by the
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As Engrossed: H3/21/97 HB 2223

Governor. If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it

shall beconme effective on the expiration of the period of tinme during which

the Governor may veto the bill. |If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the

veto is overridden, it shall becone effective on the date the | ast house

overrides the veto.

/ s/ Rep. I ngram
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