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The Big Investment
41% of Arkansas 
General Revenue 
is dedicated to 
K-12 education.

Half of school district revenue comes from the 
state (40% generated locally, 10% federal).

Foundation funding alone (state and local 
share) provides $3 billion to schools. 

Image Source: 
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/fiscal/Publications/A.%20%20PowerPoints,%20Fund%20Types,%20Important
%20Dates/2016%20Financing%20State%20Programs.pdf 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
44% excludes “off the top” deductions such as refunds, claims, debt services, constitutional offices, etc. The next 27% is DHS and ADH, 14% is Higher Ed, 8% is Corrections and 7% is other general government and local aid.40% generated locally includes URT;



By the Numbers

Districts Charters

LEAs 235 25

% of all LEAs 90% 10%

Students 459,733 18,108

% of all Students 96% 4%

Data are from 2018-19 and do not include the Excel Center. 3



Per Pupil Spending

$6,912 
$7,727 

$8,310 
$9,145 

$10,298 
$10,636 $10,648 

$11,066 
$11,841

$5,277 
$6,276 

$6,842 

$8,030 
$8,677 

$9,281 $9,536 $9,752 $9,900

48 48

42 42 41

37 37
39

41
39

35

31 31 32 32
34 35

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

U.S.
Arkansas
Arkansas's Rank

4



AR District/Charter Revenue

• Add pie chart here
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Types of State Funding
• Foundation funding: base education funding, 

distributed equally (same per-student funding 
rate), unrestricted use

• Categorical funding (ELL, ALE, PD, NSL/ESA): 
provided to address additional educational 
challenges, restricted use 

• Other state funding (student growth, declining 
enrollment, isolated): provided to address 
operational challenges due to location or 
enrollment fluctuations, mostly unrestricted 
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Revenue Components of 
Foundation Funding

• Uniform Rate of Tax
• 98% Adjustment
• Miscellaneous
• State Foundation Aid
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Components of Foundation Funding
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The Matrix
• Formula used to set per-student 

foundation funding rate
• List of resources needed to run a school 

district of 500 students and the costs of 
each

• A funding model, not a spending model
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Components of Matrix
• School-level Staffing: teachers, guidance 

counselors, principals, etc.; specifies 
number needed and salary of each

• School-level Resources: textbooks, 
computers, substitute teachers, etc.

• District-level Resources: superintendent, 
custodial staff, buses and drivers, utilities, 
etc.
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Components of the Matrix
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Student Achievement

*The ACT Aspire test company established a higher 2018 ELA cut score for achieving 
the proficiency level of “ready” or above for ELA. Therefore, the 2018 ELA proficiency 
levels cannot be compared with earlier years’ readiness levels.
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NAEP % Proficient or Advanced
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Student Achievement
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Achievement Gap
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BLR Staff

Policy Analysis & Research

• Nell Smith
• Paul Atkins
• Adrienne Beck
• Lori Bowen
• Elizabeth Bynum
• Chrissy Heider
• Julie Johnson Holt

Committee Staff
• Michelle Griffin
• Juanita Giles
Legal Services 
• Taylor Loyd

Fiscal Services
• Katie Walden

Richard Wilson
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Key Contacts

• Richard Wilson: richardw@blr.arkansas.gov
• Michelle Griffin: griffinm@blr.arkansas.gov
• Taylor Loyd: loydt@blr.arkansas.gov
• Nell Smith: smithn@blr.arkansas.gov
• Katie Walden: waldenk@blr.arkansas.gov
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Resources
Link to Past Adequacy Study Materials

http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/education/K12/Pa
ges/AdequacyReports.aspx

Link to Current Adequacy Study
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/education/K12/Pa
ges/AdequacyReportDetails.aspx?catId=2020
(To navigate from General Assembly website: 
Click on BLR tab at top; click on BLR Education 
Research on right side; click on K-12; click on 
Adequacy Reports on left side; click on 2020) 
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