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June 3, 2005

TO:

MEMBERS OF THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Bureau of Legislative Research is pleased to have prepared for your use this
Summary of Action on General Legislation representing the enactments of the
85th General Assembly of the State of Arkansas during the 2005 regular
legislative session. (Please note that a summary of fiscal acts is available in a
separate volume). The summary also provides information concerning the dates
and lengths of previous legislative sessions.

In the near future we will also be providing a list of Arkansas Code Sections
amended during this legislative session.

It is our belief that this Summary will prove a good resource for you when
explaining recent legislative activity to the citizens of Arkansas. If you would
like additional information, the Bureau of Legislative Research staff and | are
available and pleased to be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Tony R. Minicozzi, Jr.
Director
Bureau of Legislative Research
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AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING
Act 1978 (SB448) - This act creates the Arkansas Agriculture Department to coordinate all aspects of
marketing of agricultural products grown in this state.
CONTRACTS, GROWERS
Act 1253 (HB1570) - This act specifies requirements for contracts between and remediation of
contract difficulties between agricultural contractors and growers.
CROOKED CREEK
Act 253 (HB1387) - This act limits nutrition surplus areas in the Upper White River watershed to
areas above its confluence with Crooked Creek. This act became effective on February 22, 2005.
EARTH MOVERS
Act 276 (HB1282) - This act permits earthmovers used in farming operations to travel more than 50
miles on highways without the operator obtaining a special permit.
FARMING
Act 2257 (HB2918) - The act amends Arkansas Code § 2-4-101 to make technical corrections and
amendments concerning the right to farm. The act also provides that an agricultural operation will not
be a public or private nuisance if commonly and reasonably associated practices are used.
LIVESTOCK SHOW LEASES
Act 125 (SB73) - This act authorizes the Arkansas State Building Authority to lease property for the
Arkansas State Fairgrounds and provides legal definitions of the grounds.
NUTRITION SURPLUS AREAS
Act 253 (HB1387) - This act limits nutrition surplus areas in the Upper White river watershed to areas
above its confluence with Crooked Creek. This act became effective on February 22, 2005.
POULTRY FEEDING - MANAGEMENT PLANS
Act 2294 (SB1160) - This act requires that, after January 1, 2007, application of poultry litter to soils
or associated crops within a nutrient surplus area shall be done in accordance with a nutrient-
management plan or poultry-litter management plan.
POULTRY FEEDING - RULES ENFORCEMENT
Act 1871 (HB2528) - This act requires personnel of the Arkansas Soil And Water Conservation
Commission or a conservation district to give 72-hours' notice before entering private property for
purposes of enforcing poultry-feeding operations rules. The act also requires nutrient-management
plans and poultry-litter plans to be approved by the board of directors of the conservation district.
RICE CERTIFICATION
Act 1238 (HB2574) - This act, the Arkansas Rice Certification Act, prohibits selling, planting,
storing, transporting, and other handling of rice with characteristics that adversely affect the
marketability of rice in the event of commingling with other rice except in compliance with rules of
the State Plant Board or for research. The board may appoint a scientific review committee to advise
the board. The act will become effective on August 1, 2005, and will expire on July 1, 2009.
RICE STRAW, TAX CREDIT
Act 2247 (HB2842) - This act creates the Arkansas rice straw tax credit program to provide an
income tax credit for end-use purchasers of rice straw.
SPARTA AQUIFER
Act 1774 (HB2515) - The act amends the Sparta Aquifer Critical Groundwater Counties' Remediation
Act, including amending the conditions and requirements for a county to be included under the act.
TURF
Act 1264 (HB2410) - This act requires that turf purchased with state moneys or purchased for state
projects be certified by the State Plant Board.




ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

ALCOHOL LAWS, OBSOLETE
Act 541 (HB1478) - The act repeals certain obsolete laws concerning alcoholic beverages.

ALCOHOL PERMITS
APPEALS
Act 1193 (HB1756) - The act provides that hearings regarding the appeal of the denial, suspension, or
revocation of a license issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Division shall be held at least 60
days after the date of filing of the notice of appeal.
BACKGROUND CHECK
Act 1248 (HB2914) - The act provides that applicants for certain permits issued by the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Division shall be fingerprinted and subject to a criminal background check.
DIVERSITY IN OWNERSHIP AND FINANCIAL INTEREST
Act 2323 (HB2693) - This act requires the Alcoholic Beverage Control Division to consider lack of
diversity in ownership and financial interest in the applicable geographic area when issuing a permit.
WINE AUCTION PERMIT
Act 1157 (SB428) - The act requires the Alcohol Beverage Control Division to issue temporary wine
charitable auction permits to charitable nonprofit organizations exempt from taxation under Section
501 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. The permit authorizes a charitable nonprofit organization
to sell wine for purposes of raising funds for the charitable organization during a live or silent
auction. The temporary wine permit is valid for a period of no more than 5 days.
WINE SAMPLING PERMIT
Act 1544 (HB1875) - This act allows a wine retailer to obtain a wine sampling permit from the
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division and hold a wine tasting event. Wine purchased for the event is
not exempt from sales and use tax. Wholesalers may not provide free wine for a tasting event. The
license fee is $1,000 per year.

BEER KEG SALES
Act 2320 (HB2632) - This act requires beer kegs sold for off-premises consumption to have an
identification label and requires purchasers to pay a $75 deposit which is forfeited if the keg is not
timely returned or is returned without the identification label.

DRY COUNTIES, ALCOHOL TRANSPORTATION IN
Act 1964 (HB2841) - The act repeals certain laws dealing with the storage, possession, and
transportation of alcoholic beverages in dry counties and increases the penalties for the sale of
intoxicating liquor in dry counties.

FRAUDULENT IDENTIFICATION, ALCOHOL PURCHASE
Act 1976 (SB444) - Under existing law, it is unlawful for a person under age 21 to attempt to or use a
fraudulent or altered personal identification document for the purpose of purchasing alcoholic
beverages illegally. The act amends the statute to also prohibit a person under age 21 from
attempting to purchase alcoholic beverages. The act authorizes a seller of alcoholic beverages or the
seller’s employee who has reasonable cause to believe that a person has violated the provisions of the
statute to employ a nonphysical detention of the person.

LARGE FACILITIES ALCOHOL PERMIT - BASEBALL
Act 445 (HB1512) - This act authorizes the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to issue an additional
large attendance facilities permit. The facility must be in a county with a population of more than
300,000 and must be owned or operated by the owner of a professional baseball team. The facility
may accept sponsorship funds under limited circumstances. The act became effective March 2, 2005.

LOCAL OPTION ELECTION, ANNEXED AREA
Act 1258 (HB1813) - The act permits certain residents annexed from a dry township into a wet
adjoining city to request a local option election regarding the issuance of off-premises retail beer
permits and off-premises Arkansas native wine retail permits.




ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, ALCOHOL & GAMING
Act 1170 (SB979) - The act establishes that an event held by a nonprofit organization in accordance
with the act is exempt from restrictions preventing an alcohol-related permit holder from keeping
gaming devices on his or her premises.
POST EXCHANGE PACKAGE PERMITS
Act 1020 (HB2955) - The act provides that hours of lawful sales of alcoholic beverages under the
post exchange package permit shall be the same as those established for military services clubs
pursuant to Arkansas Code § 3-4-706.
PRIVATE CLUBS, PERMITS
Act 1245 (HB2739) - The act provides that the reapplication of a person within 2 years of the denial
of a permit to operate as a private club in an area that has not elected to allow the sale of alcoholic
beverages shall be accompanied by a petition signed by 25% of the registered voters in the county.
WINE SHIPMENTS
Act 1806 (SB762) - The act permits native Arkansas wineries to ship wine to in-state purchasers by
common carrier or parcel delivery service.
WINE, DEFINED
Act 1247 (HB2913) - The act amends definitions of "wine" throughout Arkansas law to change the
alcoholic content constituting wine from 14% to 21%.
ANIMALS
LIONS, TIGERS, AND BEARS
Act 2226 (HB2681) - The act regulates the ownership and possession of certain large carnivores,
including lions, tigers, and bears, and requires a permit for the ownership and possession of large
carnivores.
WOLVES, BOUNTY REPEAL
Act 283 (HB1485) - This act repeals an obsolete law concerning bounty on wolves.
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE COORDINATING COUNCIL
Act 1453 (SB403) - The act amends existing law to add the Director of the Administrative Office of
the Courts and the Director of the Department of Community Correction to the Arkansas Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Coordinating Council. The act also requires the Governor to appoint one district judge to
the council.
APPRAISER LICENSING AND CERTIFICATION BOARD
Act 278 (HB1333) - The Arkansas Appraiser Licensing and Certification Board is prohibited from
initiating an investigation or conducting a disciplinary hearing unless the complaint is filed or the
investigation is initiated within 3 years from the date of the actions complained of or within 3 years of
the actions with which the investigation is concerned.
CEMETERY BOARD
Act 2169 (HB1310) - The act increases the application and contract fees of the Arkansas Cemetery
Board and requires the State Securities Department to assist the Arkansas Cemetery Board in the
performance of the board's duties.
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT PREVENTION BOARD
Act 166 (HB1316) - This act adds the directors of the Department of Human Services and the
Department of Health to the Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board.




BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

CHILD WELFARE AGENCY REVIEW BOARD
Act 2225 (HB2676) - The act amends the duties of the Child Welfare Agency Review Board to allow
the board to take any action necessary against an unlicensed or nonexempt person or entity that
advertises for the placement of an unrelated minor for adoption or for foster care placement. This
provision does not apply to an individual who is seeking to adopt a child for his or her own family.
The act also allows the board to promulgate rules to ensure that a child placement agency treats
clients in a professional manner, to issue letters of reprimand or caution to a child welfare agency, and
to impose a greater civil penalty. The act requires the Department of Human Services to maintain a
website accessible to the general public that contains information on child placement agencies.

CODE REVISION COMMISSION, CORRECTIONS ACT
Act 1962 (HB2617) - The act makes various technical corrections and amendments to the Arkansas
Code of 1987 as recommended by the Code Revision Commission.

COORDINATION OF EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS, COMMISSION FOR
Act 1936 (HB2540) - The act adds the President of the Arkansas Science and Technology Authority
and the Executive Chief Information Officer to the Arkansas Commission for Coordination of
Educational Efforts. This act became effective on April 11, 2005.

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICES, BOARD OF
Act 662 (SB310) - The act revises the powers and duties of the Board of Developmental Disabilities
Services to permit the acquisition of real and personal property for the benefit of persons with
developmental disabilities.

ELECTION COMMISSIONERS, STATE BOARD OF
Act 1827 (SB1158) - The act amends various laws concerning the State Board of Election
Commissioners, including amending the authority of the board and changing references to "disabled
persons” to "voters with disabilities".

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL
Act 1228 (HB2430) - The act adds a position for a military emergency medical technician to the
Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council.

EXAMINERS IN COUNSELING, BOARD OF
Act 2277 (SB610) - The act amends existing law to permit the Arkansas Board of Examiners in
Counseling to require first-time license applicants and applicants for license renewal to apply for a
state and national criminal background check with the Identification Bureau of the Department of
Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

EYE AND VISION CARE OF SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN, COMMISSION ON
Act 1438 (HB1734) - This act requires public and charter schools to provide periodic eye and vision
screenings to students and establishes procedures for providing follow-up reports to parents and
guardians and ensuring that students receive comprehensive eye exams as indicated by the results of
the screening. This act also extends the sunset of the Arkansas Commission on Eye and Vision Care
of School Age Children from June 30, 2005 to June 30, 2007. This act became effective on March
31, 2005.

FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION LAWSUITS
Act 250 (HB1244) - The act clarifies the role of the Attorney General in filing lawsuits on behalf of
the Arkansas Fair Housing Commission.

GEOLOGISTS, STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL
Act 676 (SB331) - The act amends various provisions of Arkansas law pertaining to the State Board
of Registration for Professional Geologists, including allowing the board to expand the definition of
"public practice of geology" by rule, allowing the board to assess civil penalties not to exceed $2,000,
and establishing procedures for disciplinary hearings.




BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

HIGHWAY COMMISSION
Act 226 (HB1473) - The act repeals an obsolete law concerning the ability of certain employees of
the State Highway Commission to accept free passes upon common carriers.

HOME INSPECTOR REGISTRATION BOARD
Act 2014 (HB1112) - This act requires disciplinary hearings conducted by the Arkansas Home
Inspector Registration Board to be open public meetings. This act is effective July 1, 2005.

INTERSTATE COMMISSION FOR ADULT OFFENDER SUPERVISION, STATE COUNCIL
Act 1153 (SB135) - The act requires the Director of the Department of Community Correction to
submit a list of 5 nonelected persons to the President Pro Tempore of the Senate for possible
membership on the Arkansas State Council for the Interstate Commission For Adult Offender
Supervision. The President Pro Tempore is required to select 1 person from the list to act as the
representative of the legislative branch.

LATINO AND HISPANIC AFFAIRS, TASK FORCE ON
Act 2290 (SB1124) - The act creates the Arkansas Task Force on Latino and Hispanic Affairs.

MANDATED HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS, ADVISORY COMMISSION
Act 1926 (HB1877) - This act amends provisions concerning the Arkansas Advisory Commission on
Mandated Health Insurance Benefits. If funds are available, the commission is required to review
existing law mandating health insurance benefits and to report its findings each year to the House and
Senate Interim Public Health, Welfare, and Labor Committees. Bills and interim study proposals
containing mandated health benefits are to be referred to committee if the Legislative Council or the
legislative subcommittee finds that the bill or proposal warrant further consideration. After January
1, 2006, bills containing mandated health insurance benefits may not be enacted into law unless the
bill has been reviewed by the commission.

MEDICAL BOARD, STATE
Act 1249 (HB2919) - The act requires the Arkansas State Medical Board to conduct a criminal
background check of applicants for licensure.

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
Act 1243 (HB2690) - This act renames the Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Commission as the
"Arkansas Natural Resources Commission".

POLLUTION CONTROL AND ECOLOGY COMMISSION
Act 2224 (HB2667) - This act clarifies that the Director of the Department of Health may name a
designee to serve on the Pollution Control and Ecology Commission while the Directors of the
Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission, the Arkansas Forestry Commission, the Arkansas Soil
and Water Conservation Commission, the Oil and Gas Commission, and the State Geology
Commission may name a deputy or assistant director to serve in lieu of the director.

POST PRISON TRANSFER BOARD
Act 1975 (SB313) - This act amends the procedures for executive clemency. The Post Prison
Transfer Board is authorized to issue subpoenas in investigating applications for pardons. Prior to
submitting recommendations for pardons, the board is required to issue public notice of the
recommendation and provide notice to the circuit court judge, prosecuting attorney, and sheriff of the
county where the applicant was convicted, as well as any victims who have requested notice. If the
Governor does not grant the application within 240 days, it is deemed denied. If the Governor grants
the application, he or she must provide the reasons for granting the application in his or her written
order and file the order with the House of Representatives and the Senate.

PRAIRIE GROVE BATTLEFIELD STATE PARK
Act 1278 (HB2815) - The act creates the Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park Advisory Commission
and sets out the duties of the advisory commission.




BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
PUBLIC ELEM & SECONDARY SCH. INS. & MOTOR VEHICLE INS. ADV. COMM.
Act 171 (SB193) - The act clarifies the membership of the Public Elementary and Secondary School
Insurance Program and Public School Motor Vehicle Insurance Program Advisory Committee by
designating the vice chairs of the Senate and House Committees on Insurance and Commerce as
members and permitting the Director of the Department of Finance and Administration to designate a
person to serve on the committee on the director's behalf.
RICE RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD
Act 852 (HB1362) - The act requires the Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board to use funds
derived from assessments paid by buyers for market development and promotion. The act also
requires the board to use funds generated from assessments paid by producers for rice extension and
rice research. Additional funds generated through assessments paid by buyers and producers will be
used to pay basic administration expenses and to defray the costs of referenda, the board may refer to
purchasers and producers of rice. This act became effective on March 15, 2005.
STATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOL LIFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE BOARD
Act 1308 (SB501) - The act reduces the number of subcommittees of the State and Public School Life
And Health Insurance Board from 3 to 2 and revises the membership of the Drug Utilization and
Evaluation Subcommittee.
STATE MEDICAL BOARD
Act 1688 (HB2855) - The act provides the Arkansas State Medical Board with the sole authority to
regulate the practice of implanting jewelry into the mucous membrane of an eye.
TOWING AND RECOVERY BOARD
Act 1878 (HB2721) - The act amends the towing and recovery laws of the State of Arkansas for the
protection of the consumers of the state by granting the Arkansas Towing and Recovery Board the
power to accept and investigate consumer complaints for overcharging for consensual or
nonconsensual towing or storage fees and to determine and sanction excessive or unnecessary
nonconsensual towing fees charged to consumers. The act requires all entities permitted, licensed, or
regulated by the board to provide itemized billing for towing or storage fees that explains how the
charges were calculated and to maintain a copy of their current rate schedule posted in a conspicuous
place and readily accessible to the public. The act also gives the board subpoena power.
WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD
Act 1171 (SB1067) - The act requires the executive committee of the Arkansas Workforce
Investment Board to meet at least one time every other month.
CHILDREN
CHILD PLACEMENTS, OUT OF STATE
Act 1959 (HB2452) - The act ensures the continuity of mental health services for juveniles in their
communities. The act also addresses the out-of-state placement of children for mental health services
and treatment and clarifies the requirements for an assessment or screening.
MOTORCYCLES, CHILD PASSENGERS
Act 1942 (HB2788) - The act prohibits the driver of a motorcycle to allow a child to ride as a
passenger on a motorcycle on a street or highway unless the child is at least 8 years of age. However,
this limitation does not apply to parades.
ADOPTION
Act 1685 (HB2790) - The act creates a streamline adoption process for families to adopt subsequent
children within 5 years of a previously finalized adoption of a child placed in the home by the
Department of Human Services. The act also requires a 1-year waiting period between adoptions.
Act 1689 (HB2876) - The act amends the requirements related to a petition for adoption. The health
and social history of the adoptee is not required to be provided to the adoptive parents if the adoptee
is related to a petitioner, the petitioner is the adoptee's stepparent, or the adoptee is an adult.




CHILDREN

ADOPTION REGULATION
Act 2225 (HB2676) - The act amends the duties of the Child Welfare Agency Review Board to allow
the board to take any action necessary against an unlicensed or nonexempt person or entity that
advertises for the placement of an unrelated minor for adoption or for foster care placement. This
provision does not apply to an individual who is seeking to adopt a child for his or her own family.
The act also allows the board to promulgate rules to ensure that a child placement agency treats
clients in a professional manner, to issue letters of reprimand or caution to a child welfare agency, and
to impose a greater civil penalty. The act requires the Department of Human Services to maintain a
website accessible to the general public that contains information on child placement agencies.

BABY SHARON'S ACT
Act 415 (HB1005) - The act repeals Arkansas Code § 26-35-1203(e) concerning the Baby Sharon's
Children's Catastrophic llIness Grant Program Trust Fund. The act also amends existing law to
establish the Baby Sharon's Children's Catastrophic IlIness Grant Program Committee to disperse
funds to designated recipients.

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT PREVENTION BOARD
Act 166 (HB1316) - This act adds the Directors of the Department of Human Services and the
Department of Health to the Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board.
CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATION
Act 1466 (SB563) - The act eliminates a section of the Crimes Against Children Division of the
Department of Arkansas State Police and renames the Child and Family Protection Section as the
Investigation Section. The Investigation Section is to investigate allegations of child abuse and refer
cases to law enforcement agencies.
CHILD MALTREATMENT ACT
Act 1706 (SB392) - The act makes various amendments to the Arkansas Child Maltreatment Act,
including changes to the definition of abuse, neglect, pornography, sexual abuse, sexual contact, and
sexual exploitation; clarifies several provisions regarding the Arkansas Child Maltreatment Central
Registry; clarifies the disclosure of central registry data and reports of child maltreatment; clarifies
the reports that the hotline is required to accept regarding bruising and adult victims; allows
investigations of out-of-home offenders to be extended up to 30 additional days; provides that the
failure to comply with a maltreatment investigation may subject the school, facility, or institution to
contempt sanctions and reimbursement of attorney's fees; allows defenses to be asserted in child
maltreatment proceedings; and clarifies that publicly supported schools, facilities, and institutions
acting in good faith in an investigation shall be immune from liability.
Act 1766 (HB1572) - This act adds disabilities agencies and services to the list of exempt child
welfare agencies under the Child Maltreatment Act, defines "provisional foster home", and limits the
scope of expungement of a felony for creating eligibility for a person to act in any capacity in a child
welfare agency.
DENTAL HYGIENISTS
Act 912 (HB1311) - The act adds dental hygienists to the list of professionals required to report child
maltreatment.
GARRETT'S LAW
Act 1176 (SB114) - The act includes in the definition of "neglect" in the Arkansas Child
Maltreatment Act and the Arkansas Juvenile Code the causing of a newborn child to be born with an
illegal substance in his or her system or born with a health problem as a result of the pregnant
mother’s use before birth of an illegal substance. The act became effective on March 24, 2005.




CHILDREN

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
HEARINGS
Act 172 (HB1024) - The act provides that an administrative hearing under the Arkansas Child
Maltreatment Act shall be in person or by video conference.
TASK FORCE ON ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN
Act 2000 (SB1030) - The act creates the Arkansas Legislative Task Force on Abused and Neglected
Children, provides for the appointment of its members, and describes its mission and responsibilities.

CHILD CUSTODY
Act 1191 (HB1709) - The act amends various provisions of the Arkansas Juvenile Code.
Act 192 (HB1308) - This act amends the Youth Services Act to prohibit courts from committing to
the Division of Youth Services a juvenile found solely in criminal contempt.
INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION PREVENTION
Act 170 (SB174) - The act prevents the international abduction of children by a parent by allowing
the other parent to bring the issue before a court if there is a risk of international child abduction. The
court may appoint a custodian for the child, order supervised visitation, or other actions to prevent
abduction of the child.

CHILD CUSTODY, CHILD'S PREFERENCES
Act 80 (HB1029) - Under previous law, the determination of the custody of a child was made in
accordance with the best interest of the child. This act permits the court to consider the child's
preferences for custody and visitation purposes if the child is of sufficient age and capacity to reason.

CHILD CUSTODY, DRUG TESTING
Act 430 (HB1355) - This act allows a circuit court judge to order drug testing of a party to a matter
involving child custody, child visitation, or the welfare of a child if another party requests the testing.
The court will determine whether a party or the court pays for the costs of testing.

CHILD DEATH REVIEW PANEL
Act 1818 (SB1011) - This act creates the Arkansas Child Death Review Panel to investigate and
identify the causes of death in children under 18 by requiring a death review of all cases of
unexpected deaths of children.

CHILD LABOR EXEMPTION
Act 940 (HB1839) - The act permits youth 11 and older to participate as sports officials, referees, and
umpires in organized youth sports. The act requires an adult representing the state or local program
to be on the premises during all contests and requires consent from the minor’s parent or guardian.

CHILD PLACEMENT, EDUCATIONAL FACTORS
Act 1255 (HB1710) - The act ensures the continuity of educational services to foster children by
requiring the Department of Human Services to consider continuity of educational services and
school stability in making foster placement decisions and allowing a foster child to remain in the
child’s current school and continue his or her education.

CHILD WELFARE AGENCIES
Act 888 (SB255) - The act clarifies and defines the scope of Act 1285 of 2003 to apply exemptions
from licensing to child welfare agencies providing residential facilities that treat children diagnosed
with co-occuring substance abuse and psychiatric disorders. The act became effective on March 16,
2005.
Act 2234 (HB2756) - This act makes technical corrections to the Child Welfare Agency Licensing
Act, authorizes transfers of Child Welfare Agency licenses and requires the Division of Medical
Services of the Department of Human Services to designate a survey agency to conduct restraint and
seclusion surveys in psychiatric residential treatment facilities.




CHILDREN

CONFIDENTIALITY, CHILDREN'S RECORDS
Act 1764 (HB1102) - The act provides that medical records or other materials compiled or gathered
by children's advocacy centers performing the services described in § 20-78-105 are confidential and
may only be released under enumerated circumstances. A disclosure of information in violation of
the provisions of the act is classified as a Class C misdemeanor.

DELINQUENCY, JUVENILE COMMITMENT ORDERS
Act 1820 (SB1015) - The act requires an order of commitment to the Division of Youth Services of
the Department of Human Services to state that the juvenile is found to be delinquent or to have
committed a crime and to state information regarding the underlying facts of the adjudication,
requires all health care providers to transmit to the Division of Youth Services within 3 days from the
request of the Division of Youth Services all medical and health information on the committed
juvenile including individually identifiable health information needed for the division to assume the
role of caretaker for the committed juvenile, and requires the committed juvenile's school or current
educational setting to transmit the education record to the Division of Youth Services within 10
school days from the request from the Division of Youth Services.

DEPENDENT-NEGLECTED JUVENILE
Act 1191 (HB1709) - The act expands the definition of "dependent-neglected juvenile" to include any
juvenile who is at substantial risk of serious harm as a result of being present in a dwelling or
structure during the manufacturing of methamphetamine with the knowledge of the parent, guardian,
or custodian. The act also amends several provisions of the Arkansas Juvenile Code regarding the
permanency planning and placement of children removed from their homes by the Department of
Human Services.

FOSTER CARE, RELATIVES
Act 874 (SB442) - The act allows a child to be placed with a relative in a provisional foster home for
up to 6 months pending the relative's home being opened as a regular foster home. The act became
effective on March 15, 2005.

HEADGEAR, MOTORIZED BICYCLE
Act 1762 (HB2754) - The act prohibits any person under the age of 16 from operating a motorized
bicycle with a passenger and requires operators of motorized bicycles under the age of 21 to wear
protective headgear.

INTERSTATE COMPACT FOR JUVENILES
Act 1530 (HB1317) - The act adopts a new interstate compact for juveniles. The provisions of the
compact address the supervision, return, and acceptance of juveniles subject to the compact. The
compact will become effective and binding upon legislative enactment of the compact into law by 35
of the states. The act repeals the existing interstate compact on juveniles upon enactment of the new
compact into law by the 35th jurisdiction. If the requisite number of states have not approved the new
compact by January 1, 2010, then the act will become void on that date. The act became effective on
April 5, 2005.

JUVENILE CODE AMENDMENTS
Act 1990 (SB926) - The act makes various amendments to the Arkansas Juvenile Code, including, but
not limited to, changes to the definition of abuse, neglect, juvenile, parent, pornography, sexual abuse,
sexual contact, and sexual exploitation. The act clarifies several provisions of the Arkansas Juvenile
Code regarding jurisdiction, emergency orders, custody, termination of parental rights, juvenile
commitments, juvenile dispositions, and educational issues of foster children.

JUVENILE DETENTION, EDUCATION RECORDS
Act 1998 (SB1021) - The act requires the public school education record of a juvenile in the custody
of the Division of Youth Services of the Department of Human Services to be transmitted to the
Division of Youth Services within 10 school days.




CHILDREN

MENTAL HEALTH, CHILDREN'S
SYSTEM OF CARE
Act 2209 (HB2535) - This act creates the Comprehensive Children's Behavioral Health System of
Care Plan to coordinate services for emotionally disturbed children who require services from more
than 1 agency.

NEWBORN TESTING
Act 1931 (HB2428) - This act adds cystic fibrosis to the list of conditions for which newborns must
be tested and requires the Department of Health to conduct follow-up studies of positive tests from
any newborn test and to design and implement an education program concerning medical problems of
newborns.

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT, REPORTING
Act 1958 (HB2095) - The act requires additional details to be reported to the House Interim
Committee on Aging, Children and Youth, Legislative and Military Affairs and the Senate Interim
Committee on Children and Youth on the number of children placed in residential and inpatient
treatment programs, including sexual offender treatment, when Medicaid is the payment source.

SCHOOL NOTIFICATION, TRAUMATIC EVENT
Act 1961 (HB2604) - This act authorizes the Department of Human Services to notify school officials
when the department has reason to believe that a child in department custody has experienced a
traumatic event.

VANS, TRANSPORTING CHILDREN IN
Act 1979 (SB465) - This act prohibits the purchase by public schools of certain nonconforming vans
as defined by the federal motor vehicle safety standards. The act also requires the use of child safety
alarms on daycare buses to help prevent children from being left on a bus unintentionally. This act
became effective on April 11, 2005.

WORK HOURS, MINORS
Act 939 (HB1838) - The act amends Arkansas Code § 11-16-110 to restrict children under 18 from
working more than 6 days or more than 54 hours in any 1week. In addition, the act prevents children
under 18 from working more than 10 consecutive hours in any one day or working more than 10
hours in a twenty-four-hour period. The act also establishes a work start time of 6:00 a.m. and a work
end time of 11:00 p.m. The work start and end times do not apply to children under 18 working on

nights preceding nonschool days in an occupation approved as safe by the Arkansas Department of
Labor.

YOUTH SERVICES FACILITIES
Act 1186 (HB1571) - This act specifies the contents and standards for inspections of Youth Services
facilities.
CITIES AND COUNTIES
ACCIDENT REPORT FEES
Act 2158 (SB1128) - The act requires county and municipal law enforcement agencies to charge a fee
of $10.00 for each copy of a basic accident report and a fee of $1.50 for each copy of a supplemental

accident report. The funds collected under the act will be used to support the municipal or county law
enforcement agency.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE FUND REPORT
Act 434 (HB1374) - This act provides that the county administration of justice fund report is due on
the 15th day of each month.

ALDERMAN TERMS

Act 46 (HB1083) - The act provides incorporated towns with the option of electing aldermen to
staggered four-year terms.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

ALDERMAN TERMS
Act 81 (HB1140) - The act provides that a city council in a city of fewer than 50,000 people may
refer an ordinance to voters on the question of returning the city to electing alderman to two-year
terms from four-year terms.

ANNEXATION, CITY
Act 1819 (SB1013) - The act clarifies the identity of the annexing municipality when an
unincorporated area is surrounded by 2 or more municipalities.

ATTORNEY, MUNICIPAL - APPOINTMENT
Act 387 (SB226) - The act allows mayor-council cities with populations of fewer than 5,000 the
option of appointing the city attorney.

ATTORNEY, MUNICIPAL - TERM
Act 133 (HB1082) - The act provides that the term of office for an elected municipal attorney in a city
of the second class and a town is 4 years.

AUDITS, CITIES
Act 499 (SB209) - The act amends Arkansas Code § 14-58-101 to clarify audit requirements for
municipalities. This act became effective on March 2, 2005.

AUDITS, CITIES AND COUNTIES
Act 424 (HB1185) - The act amends Arkansas Code 8§ 10-4-202 to clarify audit requirements for
schools, educational cooperatives, municipalities, and counties. This act became effective on March
3, 2005.

B.B. KING MARKER
Act 673 (SB289) - The act recognizes Twist, Arkansas as the place where the legendary B.B. King
named his famous guitar "Lucille" and requires the Arkansas History Commission to erect a
permanent marker at the City of Twist.

BENTON COUNTY BOUNDARY
Act 1525 (SB952) - The act changed the boundaries of Washington County and Benton County
effective January 1, 2006. The local option election status of the lands transferred will conform to the
county into which the lands are incorporated. All structures will be assessed and taxed by the county
contiguous to the property.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
Act 27 (HB1010) - This act repeals the obsolete requirement that a summary of the proceedings and
orders of the county board of equalization be published annually. The summary included the details
of all real property, including the owners and the amount of the assessment if an assessment was
increased or decreased.

BUILDING OFFICIAL, MUNICIPAL
Act 943 (HB1897) - The act clarifies that a building official is a department head in municipalities
and that the appointment and removal of department heads is governed by Arkansas Code § 14-42-
110.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS, LOCAL
Act 1551 (HB1985) - Under existing law, a city or county may issue bonds for capital improvements
of a public nature. This act expands the definition of "capital improvements" to permit bonds to be
issued for animal control facilities, communications facilities, and health care facilities other than
hospitals and nursing homes. The act also permits cities and counties to levy a local sales and use tax
of 1/8% for use in repaying bonds. Existing law permits a levy of 1/4%, 1/2%, 3/4% or 1%. This act
became effective on April 4, 2005.
Act 1930 (HB2427) - The act amends capital improvement laws to add vehicles, recreational
facilities, and city buildings to the definitions of "capital improvements of public nature” and
"facilities" for which bonds may be issued. The act became effective on April 11, 2005.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

CARNIVORES
Act 2226 (HB2681) - The act regulates the ownership and possession of certain large carnivores,
including lions, tigers, and bears and requires a permit for the ownership and possession of large
carnivores.

CEMETERIES, ABANDONED
Act 2001 (SB1037) - The act clarifies the definition of "abandoned cemeteries" and provides for an
abandoned cemetery registration board under certain circumstances.

CITY COUNCILS, RULEMAKING
Act 190 (HB1287) - The act provides that city councils may consider the passage of rules and
regulations on certain designated topics.

CITY MERGERS
Act 2264 (HB2956) - The act clarifies the procedure for the merger of cities and incorporated towns
and provides that any mayor who is forced from office because of a merger of 2 or more
municipalities under this subchapter is presumed to meet the minimum service period for retirement
benefits, subject to being prorated. The act became effective on April 13, 2005.

CONSERVATION EDUCATION GRANTS
Act 893 (SB394) - The act requires county quorum courts to establish procedures for disbursing
conservation education grant funds provided by the Arkansas State Game and Fish Commission.

COUNTY APPROPRIATIONS
Act 876 (HB1228) - The act modifies the amount of annual revenues a county may appropriate.

COUNTY ASSESSOR'S REPORT
Act 73 (HB1009) - Under previous law, the county assessor was required to file a report with the
Assessment Coordination Department by October 1 indicating the property adjusted by the county
board of equalization and an abstract of assessments. This act requires the report and abstract to be
filed within 30 days after the board adjourns.

COUNTY JUDGE, OFFICE
Act 1227 (HB2420) - The act provides that a county judge shall maintain an office in a county
building at the county seat.

COUNTY OFFICIALS COMPENSATION
Act 1214 (HB2301) - The act increases the minimum and maximum compensation authorized for
county and quorum court officials.

COUNTY ROADS
Act 861 (HB2271) - The act provides a county recorder will not accept a plat within an
unincorporated area unless the roads within the platted area are clearly designated as private roads or
the county court has accepted the roads as public property.
Act 862 (HB2272) - The act clarifies that in all counties of the state the county recorder shall not
accept any plats in the unincorporated area of the county without the county court's acceptance of
roads for perpetual maintenance and acceptance of any dedication of land for public purposes.
Act 1200 (HB1981) - The act amends various statutes concerning the establishment, alteration, and
vacation of county roads.

COUNTY TREASURER, PREMIUM TAX FUND
Act 435 (HB1375) - This act provides that county treasurers cannot collect the treasurer's commission
on any of the premium tax funds disbursed from the Fire Protection Premium Tax Fund.

COUNTY TREASURER, SCHOOL FUND
Act 433 (HB1373) - This act provides that the county treasurer is responsible for apportioning and
distributing the general school fund of the county. Prior to this act, it was the duty of the quorum
court.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

EFFICIENCY PROJECTS, LOCAL BONDS
Act 1980 (SB482) - The act amends the Local Government Capital Improvement Revenue Bond Act
of 1985 to authorize the issuance of bonds for performance-based efficiency projects. The act
became effective on April 11, 2005.

ELECTIONS, CITY
Act 489 (SB4) - The act changes primary election dates and filing periods for municipal elections in
cities with a city administrator form of government.

ELECTIONS, COST OF SPECIAL
Act 1205 (HB2049) - The act amends Arkansas Code § 7-5-104 to allocate the expense for
conducting special elections to the counties, municipalities, cities, or incorporated towns calling the
election. This act became effective on March 25, 2005.

ELECTIONS, TIME OF SPECIAL
Act 2145 (SB1025) - The act requires that special elections be held on the second Tuesday of a
month, unless the second Tuesday is a legal holiday or a presidential preferential primary election,
preferential primary election, or general election is scheduled to take place in the month.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Act 1179 (HB1236) - This act establishes a statewide mutual aid system through the Arkansas
Department of Emergency Management wherein participating counties coordinate and combine
resources through the department to plan for and respond to emergency situations. This act also
creates the Homeland Security Advisory Group to assist the Arkansas Department of Emergency
Management with analyzing the condition and effectiveness of state emergency programs, including
the statewide mutual aid system.

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICTS
Act 438 (HB1441) - The act provides for the consolidation of fire protection districts in cities of the
first class by a vote of the people.

GAMBLING DEVICES, LOCAL ELECTIONS
Act 1151 (SB999) - The act permits a city, town, or county to conduct a local election to authorize
electronic games of skill at horse racing or greyhound racing parks in its community. The cost of the
special election will be paid by the franchise holder requesting the election. A majority vote of the
electors is necessary to approve the electronic games.

INCORPORATION, MUNICIPAL
Act 1237 (HB2573) - The act provides an alternative method of incorporation of a city or town by
election if the territory proposed to be incorporated has at least 4,000 inhabitants according to the
most recent federal decennial census and the county judge is presented a written petition that is signed
by at least 25% of the qualified voters who reside in the territory proposed to be incorporated.

INTERNET AUCTION PURCHASING, CITIES
Act 1957 (HB1814) - The act allows cities and towns to purchase goods and services through reverse
Internet auctions.

JAIL REIMBURSEMENTS, COUNTY
Act 2192 (HB1796) - This act requires the Department of Correction and the Department of
Community Correction to provide a written report summarizing year-to-date county jail
reimbursement invoices for a county upon the written request of the county judge, county treasurer, or
county sheriff.

JUNKYARDS, LOCAL REGULATION
Act 2147 (SB1039) - The act provides for the enforcement of laws that regulate junkyards that are
visible from the main-traveled way of any interstate or primary state highway.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Act 1924 (HB1669) - The act prohibits persons from simultaneously holding the position of justice of
the peace and the position of city council member.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Act 1246 (HB2897) - The act updates the powers of a city library board of trustees concerning
payment of library expenses.

LIBRARY FUND CLAIMS
Act 1162 (SB559) - The act permits a quorum court to adopt an ordinance to certify a claim against a
county public library fund to the county treasurer. The ordinance must be requested by the governing
library board and include an appropriate frequency for making claims. After a claim is paid, the
balance of the fund will be retained by the library board.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT- NOTICE TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Act 2144 (SB1006) - The act requires cities and counties to consider school district boundaries in the
development and planning process. County planning boards and municipal planning commissions
are required to notify the board of directors of each school district affected by a proposed
development plan, implementation ordinance, subdivision ordinance, or regulation sufficiently in
advance to allow the school district to submit comments.

LOCAL OPTION ELECTION
Act 1258 (HB1813) - The act permits certain residents annexed from a dry township into a wet
adjoining city to request a local option election regarding the issuance of off-premises retail beer
permits and off-premises Arkansas native wine retail permits.

MILITARY INSTALLATION
Act 540 (HB1334) - Under previous law, a first class city in which an Air Force military installation
was located was required to enact an ordinance restricting the use of property near the installation if
the use of the property would, among other things, expose persons to noise greater than 75 decibels.
This act reduces the decibel limit to 65 and requires the ordinance to be consistent with 2003 Air
Force land-use studies.

MILITARY RECORDS
Act 2249 (HB2849) - The act requires that military records filed with the county court will be kept in
a secure place and that upon petition, the records may be removed.

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT COMMISSION
Act 674 (SB306) - This act increases the number of members on a municipal airport commission
from 5 to 7. The act became effective on March 9, 2005.

MUNICIPAL BOARDS OF HEALTH
Act 279 (HB1348) - The act removes references to the obsolete term "municipal board of health” in
statutes concerning sewers. The act also creates a misdemeanor for certain offenses related to public
sewers.

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS, REMOVAL
Act 163 (HB1145) - The act provides that commission of a federal offense is grounds for removal
from municipal office. The act became effective February 15, 2005.

MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS
Act 44 (HB1080) - The act clarifies that the city recorder becomes the city clerk when a city of the
second class becomes a city of the first class.

MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
Act 901 (SB440) - The act allows membership of a municipal planning commission to be filled by
electors living outside the corporate limits of the municipality but within the planning jurisdiction of
the municipality.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

OPEN BURNING
Act 944 (HB1935) - The act authorizes county governments in counties that have been declared
disaster areas by state or federal authorities to use open burning to dispose of vegetative debris.

ORDINANCES, EFFECTIVE DATE
Act 1552 (HB1987) - This act clarifies that local ordinances that are not of a general or permanent
nature are effective either on the date of passage or a later date specified in the ordinance. This act
became effective on April 5, 2005.

PLUMBING CODE
Act 1016 (HB2477) - The act amends existing law to prevent a municipality or county from passing
or enforcing any code or regulation regarding the minimum number or locations of plumbing fixtures
or toilet facilities for use by the public within buildings, offices, or facilities maintained by banks,
savings and loan associations, or credit unions. This act became effective on March 18, 2005.

POLICE JUDGES, CITY
Act 45 (HB1081) - The act repeals the statute regarding police judges in cities of the first class.

POLICE OFFICERS, PROMOTIONS
Act 1953 (HB2969) - The act provides the option to a city council to prescribe regulations concerning
the promotion of specific categories of police officers.

PROPERTY REAPPRAISAL PLAN, COUNTY
Act 1445 (HB2555) - This act provides that each county must file its reappraisal management plan
with the Assessment Coordination Department by November 1 of the year before reappraisal.

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF TRUST FUND
Act 659 (HB1925) - This act requires the Treasurer of State to make monthly distributions from the
Property Tax Relief Trust Fund to each county treasurer. The act became effective on January 1,
2006.

PROPERTY, COUNTY SALES
Act 1240 (HB2644) - The act clarifies the procedures for sale and conveyance of county property in
regard to easements or under certain statutes.

PROPERTY, MUNICIPAL CLEAN UP COSTS
Act 887 (SB5) - The act clarifies the ability of a municipality to recover property clean-up costs and
notify violators.

PROPERTY, SURPLUS COUNTY
Act 725 (HB1325) - The act authorizes county judges to dispose of discarded surplus personal
property of the county.

PUBLIC FACILITIES BOARDS
Act 1276 (HB2689) - The act creates different membership requirements for members of public
facilities boards who have special expertise.

PURCHASING, LOCAL BIDDING REQUIREMENTS
Act 2171 (HB1364) - The act clarifies professional services and bidding requirements for school
districts, counties, cities, and towns.

PURCHASING, MUNICIPAL
Act 436 (HB1384) - The act empowers and authorizes municipal corporations to buy any real or
personal property.
Act 1435 (HB1682) - The act updates two municipal statutes to make the bidding requirements for
purchases consistent with other municipal government bidding requirements. Municipal purchases
that exceed $20,000.00 must be made by competitive bidding.

PURCHASING, MUNICIPAL NEGOTIATED
Act 1989 (SB925) - The act provides an alternative negotiated purchasing procedure on municipal
projects that exceed $2,000,000.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

QUORUM COURTS, MEETINGS
Act 252 (HB1356) - The act modifies the initial meeting date of county quorum courts, from the first
Monday after the justices of peace take office to a date chosen by the judge, but within 5 days after
the justices' terms begin.

QUORUM COURTS, VOTING PROCEDURES
Act 543 (HB1562) - The act clarifies voting procedures for quorum courts. The act became effective
on March 3, 2005.

RECORDER-TREASURER, CITY
Act 1008 (HB2369) - The act changes the term of recorder-treasurer in an incorporated town to 4
years.

RECORDS RETENTION, CITIES
Act 1252 (HB1385) - The act provides that cities of the first class, cities of the second class, and
incorporated towns may declare a policy of record retention if several criteria are met. The act also
clarifies record retention for municipal police department records.

REVENUE BONDS -GUARANTY
Act 83 (HB1175) - This act authorizes the Arkansas Development Finance Authority to guaranty
revenue bonds issued by a city or county under the Municipalities and Counties Industrial
Development Revenue Bond Law. This act became effective on February 8, 2005.

SALES AND USE TAX, ABOLISH LOCAL
Act 1270 (HB2475) - This act provides that municipal sales and use taxes may be abolished by a vote
of 2/3 of all the members of the governing body of the city or after an election called by the
governing body or by a petition of the qualified voters of the city. Municipal sales and use taxes
pledged for bond issues may not be abolished until the bonds are paid.

SALES AND USE TAX, ALLOCATE LOCAL
Act 1160 (SB537) - The act clarifies the allocation of county sales and use tax collections following a
vote of the people to change the indicated use of the tax revenues levied under § 26-74-208.
Act 1161 (SB538) - The act clarifies the allocation of county sales and use tax collections following a
vote of the people to change the indicated use of the tax revenues levied under § 26-74-308.

SALES AND USE TAX, CHANGE USE OF LOCAL
Act 1269 (HB2474) - This act provides that municipalities that levy municipal sales and use taxes on
capital improvements may change the designated uses of the sales and use tax with the approval of
the voters of the municipality.

SEWAGE SYSTEMS, FEE INCREASE
Act 1928 (HB2218) - This act increases fees for individual sewage disposal permit applications and
subdivision reviews. The fees for individual sewage disposal permit applications are based on square
footage of the structure. The fees for subdivision reviews are based on number of lots.

SEWAGE SYSTEMS, INSTALLERS
Act 1864 (HB2469) - Installers of individual sewage systems are required to receive at least one
annual training course in order to maintain certification. This new requirement is in addition to the
existing requirement to pay an annual certification fee. Also, installers and designated
representatives who perform percolation tests, system designs, and inspections of sewage systems are
required to post a surety bond of not less than $10,000.

SHOOTING RANGES AND SPORTS FACILITES
Act 1011 (HB2448) - The act amends existing law to allow sports shooting ranges and sports
facilities in compliance with state laws and local ordinances to continue operations despite being in
violation of new local ordinances. The act also prohibits a local unit of government from passing an
ordinance restricting a sports shooting range and sports facility's ability to make repairs,
improvements, or other permitted alterations.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

SOLID WASTE BOARDS, ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICERS
Act 1289 (SB176) - The act allows regional solid waste management boards to employ environmental
officers with the same authority as county environmental officers.

SOLID WASTE FACILITIES, HOST COMMUNITY
Act 1781 (HB2906) - This act clarifies the definition of host community with regard to high impact
solid waste management facilities as the closest governmental unit within a twelve-mile radius of a
facility as measured along major facility access roads and highways.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT, COUNTIES
Act 1272 (HB2523) - The act authorizes a county to provide by ordinance who will be responsible for
payment of fees and charges on property in the county solid waste management system. The act
gives the county the power to define who is the owner of the property.

SOLID WASTE, LOCAL AUTHORITIES
Act 689 (SB504) - The act amends the Joint County and Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Act to
provide that other entities may join a sanitation authority.

SPARTA AQUIFER
Act 1774 (HB2515) - The act amends the Sparta Aquifer Critical Groundwater Counties' Remediation
Act, including amending the conditions and requirements for a county to be included under the act.

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS
Act 1163 (SB560) - This act removes community college districts from the definition of "taxing unit"
for the purpose of financing community redevelopment projects. As a result, all of the taxes levied by
a community college district will be retained by the district.
LIBRARY TAX
Act 1275 (HB2682) - The act prevents property taxes levied for libraries under Arkansas
Constitution, Amendment 30 or Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 38 from being diverted for any
other purpose.
PROJECT PLANS
Act 2317 (HB2484) - This act provides that the county clerk or the county tax collector, if
appropriate, must certify the total ad valorem rate, debt service ad valorem rate, and applicable ad
valorem rate for all project plans for proposed redevelopment districts.
TAXING UNIT
Act 2231 (HB2735) - This act amends the definition of “taxing unit” to include the State of Arkansas
as a taxing unit for community redevelopment districts. This act also establishes criteria that
governing bodies must find before authorizing the creation of a redevelopment district. This act
makes various changes to other laws pertaining to community redevelopment districts. This act
became effective on April 13, 2005.

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES, MOTORCYCLES
Act 1886 (HB2833) - The act allows the drivers of motorcycles to proceed through an intersection
controlled by a traffic-control device only if the traffic-control device uses a vehicle sensor that fails
to detect the motorcycle because of its size or weight.

TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS, AUTOMATED ENFORCEMENT
Act 1451 (SB52) - The act prohibits the use of automated enforcement devices to enforce traffic laws
except in limited circumstances.

UNION DUES, WITHHOLDING BY CITY
Act 2133 (SB528) - This act requires municipalities to withhold union dues for full-time municipal
employees who request the withholding.
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CITIES AND COUNTIES

UNSANITARY CONDITIONS, CORRECTION OF
Act 1984 (SB583) - This act authorizes counties to require the property owner to take corrective
measures to eliminate unsanitary conditions. If the property owner fails to eliminate the unsanitary
condition, the county may take the necessary corrective action, charge the property owner with the
costs, obtain a lien for those costs, and recover the county's costs if an action is brought to enforce the
lien.

VEHICLES, LOCAL USE OF ABANDONED
Act 2189 (HB1694) - The act permits the temporary use of abandoned vehicles by municipalities and
counties under specific circumstances.

WASHINGTON COUNTY BOUNDARY
Act 1525 (SB952) - The act changed the boundaries of Washington County and Benton County
effective January 1, 2006. The local option election status of the lands transferred will conform to the
county into which the lands are incorporated. All structures will be assessed and taxed by the county
contiguous to the property.

CIVIL LAW AND PROCEDURE

APPEAL BOND
Act 1380 (SB937) - The act amends existing law to limit the maximum appeal bond required to stay
the execution of a judgment pending appeal for any cause of action brought under any legal theory.
The maximum amount of the appeal bond is limited to $25,000,000.00 regardless of the amount of
the judgment or accrual date of the action.

CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS
Act 80 (HB1029) - Under previous law, the determination of the custody of a child was made in
accordance with the best interest of the child. This act permits the court to consider the child's
preferences for custody and visitation purposes if the child is of sufficient age and capacity to reason.
Act 430 (HB1355) - This act allows a circuit court judge to order drug testing of a party to a matter
involving child custody, child visitation, or the welfare of a child if another party requests the testing.
The court will determine whether a party or the court pays for the costs of testing.

CIVIL RIGHTS, MILITARY SERVICE DISCRIMINATION
Act 920 (HB1598) - The act declares that a person shall not be discriminated against because of
military service and authorizes a civil action with a limited amount of damages allowed. Religious
and public entities are excluded from the act. The act became effective on March 18, 2005.

DIVORCE
CONDONATION ABOLISHED
Act 182 (HB1138) - This act abolishes the defense of condonation in a divorce action.
COVENANT MARRIAGE DIVORCE
Act 1890 (HB2948) - The act requires a plaintiff to state in his or her petition for divorce whether he
or she is seeking to dissolve a covenant marriage. The act also requires a decree that dissolves a
covenant marriage to include a finding that the marriage being dissolved is a covenant marriage. The
act applies to all petitions for divorce filed on or after the effective date of this act.

FILING FEES FOR DEPT. OF FINANCE AND ADM. DOCUMENTS
Act 919 (HB1557) - The act established the filing fees to be charged by the circuit court clerks of this
state to the Department of Finance and Administration for certificates of indebtedness, releases of
liens, and writs of execution.

IMMUNITY OF LANDOWNER
Act 1977 (SB447) - The act extends immunity from civil liability to property owners who make
property available for municipal water supply purposes. The act became effective on April 11, 2005.
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CIVIL LAW AND PROCEDURE

IMMUNITY, ACTS OF FREE SPEECH
Act 1843 (HB1569) - The act provides immunity from civil liability to any person making a
privileged communication or performing an act in furtherance of the right of free speech or the right
to petition government for a redress of grievances under the Constitution of the United States or the
Constitution of the State of Arkansas in connection with an issue of public interest or concern unless a
statement or report was made with knowledge that it was false or with reckless disregard of whether it
was false. The act establishes procedural requirements and sanctions for claims involving the
immunity granted by the act.

MEDICAL RECORDS, CIVIL PROCEEDINGS
Act 1436 (HB1688) - The act requires a party in litigation in certain civil legal proceedings to furnish
notice of receipt of a patient's medical records to the patient or the patient's attorney. A party in
litigation that fails to give the required notice will be prohibited from introducing the patient’s
medical records into evidence or referring to the patient’s medical records in any manner in a legal
proceeding relating to the patient.

ORDER OF PROTECTION
Act 55 (HB1117) - Under existing law, the petition form for an order of protection includes a line for
the social security number of the petitioner and the social security number of the respondent, if
known. The act provides that the petition form for an order of protection shall not require or suggest
that a petitioner include his or her social security number or the social security number of the
respondent in the petition.

STRUCTURED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS
Act 2215 (HB2614) - The act establishes regulatory guidelines and procedures for the creation and
transfer of court-approved structured settlement agreements.

VENUE FOR ACTION ON BONDS
Act 2258 (HB2921) - The act made a technical correction in the statute regarding an action by an
insured or beneficiary against a surety on a contractor's performance bond.

WITNESS FEES PAID TO STATE EMPLOYEES
Act 1845 (HB1795) - This act amends provisions concerning state employees acting as witnesses. If
the employee is testifying about a matter within the scope of his or her state employment, the
employee will receive full salary, but may not retain witness fees or mileage fees unless the employer
does not reimburse the employee for use of the employee's vehicle in attending the trial or hearing.
An employee testifying about a matter outside of his or her scope of employment may retain witness
and mileage fees. The employee is required to take annual leave for being a witness if the matter is
outside of the employee's scope of employment and the employee is a party or a paid expert.

COMMERCIAL LAW

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BID BONDS
Act 236 (SB201) - The act requires capital improvement bid bonds to be executed and issued by
bonding companies authorized to do business in the State of Arkansas through agents licensed by the
Insurance Commissioner.

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS, SOLICATION BY
Act 257 (SB156) - This act requires a charitable organization that solicits funds in Arkansas and uses
an Arkansas address to maintain an office and staff at the Arkansas address or, if the Arkansas
address is a mail box, to disclose the address of the organization's headquarters.

CONTRACTS FOR PAYMENT OF FED. EXCISE TAX
Act 254 (HB1415) - This act provides the requirements for the contractual reimbursement by one
party to a contract of federal taxes.
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COMMERCIAL LAW

DEFIBRILLATORS, HEALTH SPAS
Act 1199 (HB1970) - This act requires that health spas purchase automated external defibrillators and
employ staff trained to use them.

FIREWORKS, PERMITTING AND LICENSING
Act 2204 (HB2495) - This act revises the permitting and licensing structure with regard to fireworks.
The Department of Arkansas State Police is authorized to charge a fee not to exceed fifty dollars for
each permit issued for a public fireworks display. A reduced fee applies to permits for K-12 school-
related public fireworks displays. The act adds the new category of "shooter" for purposes of
licensing. A "shooter" is defined as any person conducting any combination of fireworks,
pyrotechnics, or special effects displays. The act raises all licensing fees, except manufacturer
licensing fees, and provides that the licensing fee may be waived if the applicant is a professional or
volunteer firefighter.

FOREIGN CORPORATIONS, PENALTIES
Act 1925 (HB1739) - The act standardizes the penalties for foreign corporations that fail to register to
do business in Arkansas.

HEALTH CARE DISCOUNT CARDS
Act 875 (HB1209) - This act provides additional requirements and restrictions for lawfully selling or
advertising health care discount cards. Purchasers have the right to rescind the contract for the
purchase of a discount card. The card must contain a statement that the purchaser has the right to
cancel the contract. Advertising that may indicate that the discount card is a form of insurance is
prohibited.

LANDLORD LIABILITY, COMMON LAW
Act 928 (HB1766) - The act codifies the common law rule that no landlord or agent or employee of a
landlord shall be liable to a tenant or a tenant's licensees or invitees for death, personal injury, or
property damage proximately caused by any defect or disrepair on the premises absent the landlord's
agreement or assumption by conduct of a duty to maintain or repair the leased premises and the
landlord's failure to perform the agreement or duty in a reasonable manner.

LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS
Act 1158 (SB476) - The act is designed to remediate voids in the Revised Limited Partnership Act of
1991 resulting from cross-references to provisions of the Uniform Partnership Act which were
repealed effective January 1, 2005. The act became effective on March 22, 2005.

MODULAR HOMES, DEFINED
Act 1235 (HB2556) - The act clarifies that a "modular home", defined as a factory-built structure
produced in accordance with state or local construction codes that is designed to be used as a dwelling
unit with a foundation when connected to the required utilities, is included within the Arkansas
Manufactured Homes Standards Act and makes other technical amendments to the act.

MODULAR HOMES, REGULATION
Act 885 (HB2306) - The act regulates the inspection of modular and factory-built homes.

MOTOR VEHICLES
EVENT DATA RECORDERS
Act 1419 (SB51) - The act prescribes the ownership of information recorded by an event data
recorder in motor vehicles and prohibits the use of the data without written permission of the owner
of the vehicle.
SALVAGE VEHICLE AUCTIONS
Act 1780 (HB2896) - The act requires purchasers of a motor vehicle at a salvage auction to obtain a
salvage auction buyer's identification card and levies a fee for the salvage auction buyer's
identification card.
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COMMERCIAL LAW

MOTOR VEHICLES
TOWING OUT-OF-STATE
Act 1807 (SB859) - The act provides that a towing or wrecker service shall only remove a vehicle
that was involved in a collision in Arkansas from the site of the collision to another state if the state in
which the towing or wrecker service is licensed extends the same privilege to a towing or wrecker
service that is licensed in Arkansas and operating in the other state.

MOTOR VEHICLES, DELIVERY BEFORE SALE
Act 1687 (HB2848) - The act establishes procedures for the delivery prior to sale of a motor vehicle
to a consumer.

NOTARIO PUBLICO
Act 66 (SB72) - Under this act, it is a deceptive trade practice for a person to hold himself or herself
out as a "notario publico” if the person is not a licensed notary public. If the person acting as a notary
public is not an attorney, the person must also provide notice to the public that he or she is not an
attorney.

PERSONAL DATA, DISCLOSURE OF
Act 1526 (SB1167) - The act requires a person, business, or state agency that acquires, owns, or
licenses personal information about an Arkansas resident to implement and maintain reasonable
security procedures and practices appropriate to the nature of the information to protect the personal
information from unauthorized access, destruction, use, modification, or disclosure. The act also
requires that consumers be given notice of the disclosure of their personal information due to
breaches in the security of data stored by a person, business, or state agency.

REALTOR'S LIEN
Act 1944 (HB2803) - This act creates a lien that may be asserted by a licensee of the Arkansas Real
Estate Commission who has a representation agreement under which he or she is to receive a fee,
commission, or other consideration upon the disposition or lease of commercial real estate. The act
sets out the requirements for perfecting the lien and a procedure for resolving disputes concerning the
asserted lien.

REALTORS, INTERFERENCE WITH
Act 1946 (HB2817) - This act prohibits knowing interference with a real estate licensee relationship
and authorizes an aggrieved person or entity to bring a civil action for actual damages, a reasonable
attorney's fee, and expenses.

REVERSE MORTGAGES
Act 2166 (HB1008) - The act regulates reverse mortgage transactions and requires disclosures
concerning the nature of the transaction and the right to seek independent advice prior to making a
reverse mortgage loan.

ROPE FIRE ESCAPES
Act 916 (HB1479) - The act repeals an obsolete law requiring rope fire escapes in hotels and inns.

SALES CONTRACT FOR MOTOR VEHICLES
Act 1239 (HB2612) - The act prohibits binding arbitration and forum selection clauses within motor
vehicle sale contracts absent separate, written waivers of the right to sue in court and the right to bring
an action where the dealer resides or does business.

SECURITIES REGISTRATION AND EXEMPTIONS
Act 420 (HB1170) - The act increases the Securities Commissioner's time to disallow certain
exemptions from 5 to 10 days and increases the time that a registration statement filed in conjunction
with a federal registration statement becomes automatically effective from 10 to 20 days of its filing
with the commissioner.
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COMMERCIAL LAW
SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
Act 1254 (HB1683) - This act increases the maximum amounts that the Arkansas Department of
Environmental Quality may loan to small businesses for environmental improvements and authorizes
the department to take security interests in the loans.
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PUBLIC DISPLAY
Act 1295 (SB335) - Effective January 1, 2007, this act prohibits a person from publicly displaying a
person's social security number, printing the number on a card required by the person to access
products or services, printing the number on a postcard or other mailed material in @ manner in which
the number is visible, or requiring a person to provide his or her number over the Internet unless the
connection is secure or the social security number is encrypted. The prohibitions do not apply if
federal or state law require the release of a social security number. The act is to be enforced by the
Attorney General.
TOWING AND STORAGE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Act 1878 (HB2721) - The act amends the towing and recovery laws of the State of Arkansas for the
protection of the consumers of the state by granting the Arkansas Towing and Recovery Board the
power to accept and investigate consumer complaints for overcharging for consensual or
nonconsensual towing or storage fees and to determine and sanction excessive or unnecessary
nonconsensual towing fees charged to consumers. The act requires all entities permitted, licensed, or
regulated by the board to provide itemized billing for towing or storage fees that explains how the
charges were calculated and to maintain a copy of their current rate schedule posted in a conspicuous
place and readily accessible to the public. The act also gives the board subpoena power.
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE
Act 856 (HB1497) - This act amends Title 4, Article 3 of the Uniform Commercial Code to bring
Article 3 of the code into conformity with uniform amendments to Article 3.
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
AMENDMENT 82, IMPLEMENTATION OF
Act 1981 (SB507) - This act establishes an implementation framework for the General Assembly to
approve the issuance of general obligation bonds in connection with an economic development
project in which more than $500,000,000 will be invested in the state and more than 500 jobs will be
created. The act requires an economic impact and cost-benefit analyses and approval of the Governor
before referral to the General Assembly for consideration. In order to satisfy job creation
requirements, the entity must create new full-time permanent jobs that pay an amount that exceeds
that lesser of the county average hourly wage or the state average hourly wage and are accompanied
by health and retirement benefits. This act became effective on April 11, 2005.
LIBRARY TAX, DIVERSION OF
Act 1275 (HB2682) - The act prevents property taxes levied for libraries under Arkansas
Constitution, Amendment 30 or Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 38 from being diverted for any
other purpose.
VOTER REGISTRATION
Act 1952 (HB2966) - The act amends Amendment 51of the Arkansas Constitution concerning voter
registration procedures.
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS
AUDITOR OF STATE
Act 196 (HB1338) - This act clarifies that the funds or appropriations of certain disbursing agencies
shall be unaffected by a deficit occurring in the State Central Services Fund appropriations or funds
for a disbursing agency that is not enumerated. The act is effective on July 1, 2005.
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CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

COMMISSIONER OF STATE LANDS
LOG REMOVAL
Act 786 (HB2021) - This act adds logs as a natural resource that can be removed from state lands
after obtaining a lease or permit from the Commissioner of State Lands. Funds received by the
Commissioner of State Lands from the removal of logs from state lands will be distributed to the
county in which the logs were removed.

SECRETARY OF STATE
NOTARIES PUBLIC
Act 2274 (SB337) - This act amends various laws concerning notaries public. The Secretary of State
will issue commission numbers beginning January 1, 2006.

TREASURER OF STATE - INVESTMENTS
Act 873 (SB425) - This act increases from $40,000,000 to $48,000,000 the amount of investments
that the Treasurer of State may invest in corporations organized under the Arkansas Development
Finance Corporation Act, § 15-4-901 et seq. This act became effective on March 15, 2005.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

HEALTH CARE DISCOUNT CARDS
Act 875 (HB1209) - This act provides additional requirements and restrictions for lawfully selling or
advertising health care discount cards. Purchasers have the right to rescind the contract for the
purchase of a discount card. The card must contain a statement that the purchaser has the right to
cancel the contract. Advertising that may indicate that the discount card is a form of insurance is
prohibited.

IDENTITY THEFT PASSPORT
Act 744 (HB1740) - This act authorizes the Attorney General to issue an "identity theft passport"” to a
person who has been or may have been a victim of financial identity fraud if the person is a resident
of Arkansas and files a police report. The passport may be used in the event that the person is
arrested for offenses committed by another person using the passport holder's identity or to aid
creditors in the investigation of credit card fraud or other fraud.

NOTARIO PUBLICO
Act 66 (SB72) - Under this act, it is a deceptive trade practice for a person to hold himself or herself
out as a "notario publico" if the person is not a licensed notary public. If the person acting as a notary
public is not an attorney, the person must also provide notice to the public that he or she is not an
attorney.

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PUBLIC DISPLAY OF
Act 1295 (SB335) - Effective January 1, 2007, this act prohibits a person from publicly displaying a
person's social security number, printing the number on a card required by the person to access
products or services, printing the number on a postcard or other mailed material in a manner in which
the number is visible, or requiring a person to provide his or her number over the Internet unless the
connection is secure or the social security number is encrypted. The prohibitions do not apply if
federal or state law require the release of a social security number. The act is to be enforced by the
Attorney General.

SPYWARE
Act 2255 (HB2904) - The act prohibits the improper use of computer spyware, provides that any
violation of the act is punishable by the Attorney General under the Deceptive Trade Practices Act,
and creates the Spyware Monitoring Fund to be used by the Attorney General to enforce the act and
maintain a website to inform consumers about computer and spyware fraud.

TOWING, NONCONSENSUAL
Act 2211 (HB2549) - The act amends the law regarding the nonconsensual towing and recovery of
vehicles, including procedures for removing abandoned vehicles and lien holder notice requirements.
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CONSUMER PROTECTION

TOWING, REGULATION OF
Act 1878 (HB2721) - The act amends the towing and recovery laws of the State of Arkansas for the
protection of the consumers of the state by granting the Arkansas Towing and Recovery Board the
power to accept and investigate consumer complaints for overcharging for consensual or
nonconsensual towing or storage fees and to determine and sanction excessive or unnecessary non-
consensual towing fees charged to consumers. The act requires all entities permitted, licensed, or
regulated by the board to provide itemized billing for towing or storage fees that explains how the
charges were calculated and to maintain a copy of their current rate schedule posted in a conspicuous
place and readily accessible to the public. The act also gives the board subpoena power.

CORRECTIONS

ATTORNEY JAIL VISITS, RECORDS
Act 1279 (HB2866) - The act requires an attorney representing an indigent client who is incarcerated
in any county jail, city jail, juvenile detention facility, or other facility operated by the Division of
Youth Services of the Department of Human Services in the State of Arkansas to make a report of
personal visits with the client. The detention facilities must furnish a sign-in document on which the
attorneys will make the report and maintain the reports for a period of 1 year following the release,
discharge, or transfer of the inmate.

COUNTY JAIL REIMBURSEMENTS
Act 2192 (HB1796) - This act requires the Department of Correction and the Department of
Community Correction to provide a written report summarizing year-to-date county jail
reimbursement invoices for a county upon the written request of the county judge, county treasurer, or
county sheriff.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, PRISIONERS
Act 2003 (SB1065) - The act provides that access to inspect and copy public records of the
Department of Correction and the Department of Community Correction shall be denied to a person
incarcerated in a correctional facility regardless of whether the records are in the possession of the
Department of Correction, the Department of Community Correction, or another agency of the state.

HOME DETENTION
Act 680 (SB386) - The act provides that a person convicted of a felony or misdemeanor and
sentenced to imprisonment may be incarcerated in a home detention program if the person has an
incurable illness that will probably result in death within 12 months or is suffering from a specified
incapacitation.

INMATE REHABILITATION INCENTIVES
Act 682 (SB389) - The act authorizes the Parole Board to release from confinement certain inmates
who have been incarcerated for a minimum of 270 days and who have successfully completed the
therapeutic program of the Department of Community Correction.

JAIL POPULATION MANAGEMENT
Act 423 (HB1184) - The act provides that electronic monitoring and other methods of jail population
management are authorized for all local jails in Arkansas.

MEDICAL SERVICE CONTRACTS, PRISONS
Act 684 (SB422) - The act limits all professional medical services contracts with the Department of
Correction and the Department of Community Correction to a ten-year period.

MERITORIOUS GOOD TIME
Act 681 (SB388) - The act establishes provisions for up to 90 additional days of meritorious good
time awards for successful completion of a state-sponsored general education development certificate
program, a vocational program for which certification is awarded, or a drug or alcohol program
offered at a Department of Correction facility. The act limits the award of additional days of
meritorious good time to a total of 270 days.
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CORRECTIONS

POST PRISON TRANSFER BOARD
Act 1033 (SB383) - The act changed the name of the Post Prison Transfer Board to the Parole Board.

PRISON-MADE GOODS, SALE OF
Act 1182 (HB1382) - The act expands the potential purchasers of products produced by the
Department of Correction's Industry Division to include current employees and retirees of the
Department of Correction, all employees of the state, and current and former members of the Board
of Corrections.

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING FACILITIES
AUTHORIZED
Act 678 (SB384) - The act provides for the establishment of transitional housing facilities for
offenders paroled from the Department of Correction or placed on probation by a court. The act
specifies the powers and duties of the Board of Corrections and the Department of Community
Correction.
EARLY RELEASE PROGRAM
Act 679 (SB385) - The act establishes provisions for an early release program for offenders to
transitional housing facilities. The Post Prison Transfer Board is authorized to place offenders into
approved transitional housing up to 1 year prior to the offenders' dates of eligibility for parole or
transfer.
RULEMAKING
Act 1378 (SB1148) - The act authorizes the Board of Corrections to promulgate rules for transitional
housing facilities for parolees and others and provides guidelines for the rules. The Department of
Community Correction will enforce the rules.

COURTS

CHILD CUSTODY
Act 192 (HB1308) - This act amends the Youth Services Act to prohibit courts from committing to
the Division of Youth Services a juvenile found solely in criminal contempt.

CIRCUIT CLERKS, RECORDATION
Act 1428 (SB1075) - This act exempts surveys and plats from the requirements for filing and
recording of instruments with the circuit clerk.

COUNTY COURT APPEALS
Act 1947 (HB2832) - The act modifies deadline requirements for appeals to county courts.

COURT REPORTERS AND SUBSTITUTE STAFF
Act 461 (HB1623) - The act establishes a fixed rate of pay for substitute court reporters and substitute
trial court staff, removes the annual cap on expenses reimbursed to court reporters, and authorizes an
increase in the transcript fee charged by court reporters.

DEPOSITION FEES, REPEAL OF
Act 726 (HB1484) - The act repeals miscellaneous fees for depositions and telephone service for
summons and subpoenas.

DISTRICT COURTS
DISTRICT COURT NAMES AND JUDGES' SALARIES
Act 2220 (HB2636) - The act amends numerous provisions of § 16-17-108 concerning the names of
district courts and the salaries of district court judges.
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Act 1177 (SB477) - The act changes the classification of the First Judicial District from a Division B
to a Division A judicial district effective January 1, 2007.
JASPER DISTRICT COURT
Act 1814 (SB953) - The act clarifies the division of expenses of the Jasper District Court.
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COURTS

DISTRICT COURTS
LAWRENCE, POINSETT, SHARP, WOODRUFF, & PRAIRIE COUNTY DISTRICT COURTS
Act 72 (HB1003) - The act allows Lawrence, Poinsett, Sharp, and Woodruff counties to have more
than 1 department in the county's district court and allows Prairie County to have 2 judicial districts.
This act became effective on February 7, 2005.
NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT - EAST
Act 872 (SB334) - The act changes the Ninth Judicial District-East from a Division B to a Division A
judicial district. The act became effective on March 15, 2005.
PERRY COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
Act 2194 (HB1963) - Under existing law, the participating cities pay 50% of the salary of the Perry
County District Court Judge and the county pays the remaining 50% of the salary. The act amends
the salary range for the Perry County District Court Judge and provides that the county shall pay all
of the salary.
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Act 458 (HB1594) - The act amends provisions regarding the contingent expense allowance and staff
of the Prosecuting Attorney of the Third Judicial District. The act became effective on March 2,
2005.

FILING FEES, COURT
Act 65 (SB70) - The act increases the uniform filing fee to initiate a cause of action in circuit court
from $100.00 to $125.00. The act also requires $25.00 of the uniform filing fee collected to be used
for the operation and support of the State Crime Laboratory.
Act 431 (HB1359) - The act amends Act 65 of 2005 to increase the uniform filing fee to initiate a
cause of action in circuit court from $125.00 to $140.00. Fifty percent of the $15.00 is for the
support of the University of Arkansas School of Law and 50% is for the support the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock School of Law.
Act 1893 (SB584) - This act increases the fee for reopening a cause of action in circuit court from
$30.00 to $50.00. The additional funds are to be deposited to the Public Legal Aid Fund created in
the act for distribution to Legal Aid of Arkansas and the Center for Arkansas Legal Services.
Act 2212 (HB2554) - Under existing law, the filing fee for initiating a cause of action in the civil
division of district court is $35.00. The amount retained from court costs and filing fees for the
county administration of justice fund and the city administration of justice fund is capped at the
amount retained during calendar year 2001. The act increases the filing fee for initiating a cause of
action in the civil division of district court to $50.00 effective January 1, 2006. The act reinstates the
consumer price index increase for the county and city administration of justice funds effective for
calendar years 2006 and following until the additional amounts retained due to the increase exceed
$1,000,000 in a calendar year.

FILING FEES, DISTRIBUTION OF COURT
Act 1934 (HB2511) - The act made technical corrections to numerous court-related sections of the
Arkansas Code including expanding the list of entities that receive direct monetary settlements from
court clerks to include the Administration of Justice Fund Section of the Office of Administrative
Services of the Department of Finance and Administration and any other state agency which may
receive fines or fees assessed by courts; changing the date on which cities must remit funds to the
Administration of Justice Fund Section from the tenth day of each month to the fifteenth day of each
month; and directives concerning the disposition of various fees, penalties, and fines.
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COURTS

FINES - PRISONER COSTS
Act 1373 (SB961) - The act amends § 16-17-129 to clarify that the additional fine authorized for
defraying the cost of incarcerating city and county prisoners applies to each charge, count, violation,
or offense that a defendant pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, is found guilty of, or forfeits bond for,
including each misdemeanor or traffic violation. This act became effective on March 29, 2005.

JUDGES, COUNTY
Act 1227 (HB2420) - The act provides that a county judge shall maintain an office in a county
building at the county seat.

JUDGES, INELIGIBILITY AS CANDIDATE
Act 1448 (HB2780) - This act makes an appointed Court of Appeals judge ineligible while holding
that office to be a candidate for election to the court. The act also makes an appointed circuit court
judge ineligible while holding that office to be a candidate for election to a circuit court judgeship in
the same circuit.

JUDICIAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM
Act 232 (SB64) - This act repeals the provisions concerning the redetermination of benefits under the
Arkansas Judicial Retirement System. This act becomes effective July 1, 2005.

JURY SELECTION
Act 87 (SB42) - The act:
(1) Provides that persons who are less than 18 years of age at the time they are required to appear for
jury service are disqualified to act as jurors;
(2) Authorizes the use of computer programs for randomly selecting names for jury panels or for
creating the master list of jurors' names and addresses;
(3) Allows a court to summon jurors and to determine whether the sheriff or the court will be the
prospective juror's primary contact; and
(4) Amended provisions regarding the enhanced prospective juror pool. The act became effective on
February 8, 2005.

JUVENILE PROBATION AND INTAKE OFFICERS
Act 1398 (HB1339) - This act limits the state's contribution to the counties for the salaries of juvenile
probation and intake officers by imposing certain requirements which those officers must satisfy and
limiting the number of authorized positions that the counties can fill. The act is effective as of July 1,
2005.

MAGISTRATES
Act 1938 (HB2628) - The act authorizes counties to employ and compensate district court judges as
criminal magistrates in accordance with the provisions of Rule 1.8(a) of the Arkansas Rules of
Criminal Procedure. The act allows counties with a population of over 100,000 persons to
compensate a district court judge acting as a criminal magistrate in excess of his or her salary as a
district court judge in an annual amount not to exceed 50% of the district court judge's maximum
annual salary as set forth in § 16-17-108.

PSYCHIATRIC REPORT AFTER ACQUITTAL
Act 1446 (HB2672) - The act amends existing law to allow the Director of the Department of Human
Services to make application for an extension to file a psychiatric or psychological report on a
defendant following an order of acquittal because of mental disease or defect. If the report is not filed
within 30 days, the court may release the defendant pending reasonable circumstances and concerns
of safety for the public.

27



COURTS

TASK FORCE ON DISTRICT COURTS
Act 1849 (HB1989) - The act establishes the Legislative Task Force on District Courts to conduct a
comprehensive study of the transition of district judges to state employee status and the funding of
district courts. The task force will file a report on recommendations and findings with the Senate
Interim Committee on Judiciary and House Interim Committee on Judiciary by September 1, 2006.

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

ADULT MALTREATMENT, ENDANGERED PERSONS
Act 1810 (SB931) - This act revises the definition of "endangered adults" to "endangered persons”,
repeals various provisions regarding reporting, protective placement, and custody of endangered
persons, creates a Class B felony for maltreatment by a caregiver, creates two Class C misdemeanors
regarding reporting of maltreatment, and makes technical corrections to the law regarding endangered
persons.

ADULT MALTREATMENT, NEGLECT
Act 255 (SB100) - This act clarifies the meaning of neglect under the Adult Maltreatment Act,
requires that reports of adult maltreatment be made within 24 hours, and provides penalties for failure
to properly report adult maltreatment and deaths caused by adult maltreatment.

ALCOHOL & MINORS
DRIVER'S LICENSE SUSPENSION OFMINOR
Act 1535 (HB1768) - The act provides for an administrative suspension of driver's license for the
offense of possession of alcohol by a minor. The act requires courts to report convictions of the
offense of possession of alcohol by a minor to the Office of Driver Services of the Revenue Division
of the Department of Finance and Administration.
FRAUDULENT IDENTIFICATION BY MINOR
Act 1976 (SB444) - Under existing law, it is unlawful for a person under age 21 to attempt to or use a
fraudulent or altered personal identification document for the purpose of purchasing alcoholic
beverages illegally. The act amends the statute to also prohibit a person under age 21 from
attempting to purchase alcoholic beverages. The act authorizes a seller of alcoholic beverages or the
seller’s employee who has reasonable cause to believe that a person has violated the provisions of the
statute to employ a nonphysical detention of the person.
PENALTIES
Act 1767 (HB1769) - The act provides enhanced penalties in certain circumstances for furnishing an
alcoholic beverage to a person under 21 years of age if a motor vehicle accident is proximately caused
by consumption of the alcoholic beverage.

ALCOHOL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Act 1768 (HB2041) - The act requires completion of an alcohol education program for each violation
of the offense of driving while intoxicated. The act increases the allowable fee for alcohol education
programs. The act provides that a circuit, district, or city judge may utilize probationary supervision
solely for the purpose of monitoring compliance with his or her orders, and require payment of a
probation fee, in cases involving a violation of §8 5-65-103 and 5-65-303.

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA THEFT
Act 1442 (HB2100) - The act classified theft of anhydrous ammonia in any form or a product
containing any percentage of anhydrous ammonia in any form as a Class B felony.

ARSON
Act 1529 (HB1284) - The act expands the criminal offense of arson to include a fire or an explosion
recklessly caused in the course of and in furtherance of a felony or in immediate flight after
committing a felony.
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CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

ATTEMPTED CAPITAL MURDER
Act 1888 (HB2862) - Under existing law, attempted capital murder is a Class A felony. The act
classifies attempted capital murder as a Class Y felony.

BACKGROUND CHECK
ALCOHOL PERMIT APPLICANTS
Act 1248 (HB2914) - The act provides that applicants for certain permits issued by the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Division shall be fingerprinted and subject to a criminal background check.
BANK EMPLOYEES
Act 1528 (HB1264) - The act allows the Bank Commissioner to obtain criminal background checks
on bank charter applicants and bank examiner applicants, and clarifies the commissioner's cease and
desist powers.
COUNSELORS
Act 2277 (SB610) - The act amends existing law to permit the Arkansas Board of Examiners in
Counseling to require first-time license applicants and applicants for license renewal to apply for a
state and national criminal background check with the Identification Bureau of the Arkansas State
Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation.
DESIGNATED FINANCIAL OR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY POSITIONS
Act 1422 (SB401) - This act requires a criminal background check for employees and applicants of
the Department of Human Services in designated financial or information technology positions. A
conviction of a listed serious offense will disqualify an applicant from employment in a designated
position. Existing employees in a designated financial or information technology position are
required to undergo a criminal background check every 5 years and may be discharged if convicted of
listed serious crimes.
DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY
Act 2173 (HB1398) - The act authorizes the Arkansas Development Finance Authority to require
state and federal criminal background checks on certain applicants and employees.
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRANSPORTER
Act 136 (HB1205) - The act requires commercial drivers that transport hazardous materials to
undergo a criminal background check and evaluation from the Transportation Security Administration
to establish that the driver is not a security risk. This act became effective on February 11, 2005.
MEDICAL LICENSE APPLICANT
Act 1249 (HB2919) - The act requires the Arkansas State Medical Board to conduct a criminal
background check of applicants for licensure.
PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS AND SECURITY AGENCIES
Act 2237 (HB2786) - This act expands the scope of criminal background checks required for
licensing by the Arkansas Board of Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies and requires
an applicant to provide fingerprints as part of the licensing process. The act also extends the
registration and commission period for certain private security agency personnel from 1 year to 2
years and authorizes the board to raise fees accordingly.
PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
Act 2151 (SB1044) - This act amends numerous sections of the Arkansas Code concerning K-12
education related to background checks, school board composition, and teacher certification. Under
previous law, an applicant for a noncertified position in a school district may be disqualified if
convicted of certain crimes. This act provides that an applicant may be disqualified for additional
grounds, including knowingly falsifying a student's grade or providing misleading information to the
State Board of Education. This act increases from $200 to $5,000 the amount of school funds to
which a person must have access before the person is considered a "fiscal officer” for purposes of a
background check.
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BACKGROUND CHECK
SERVICES TO DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED
Act 968 (HB2094) - The act provides that a person found guilty of offenses listed in the act or
registered or required to register as a sex offender is disqualified from employment with a service
provider to the developmentally disabled unless 5 offense-free years have passed from a misdemeanor
conviction or 10 offense-free years have passed after a felony conviction. Persons convicted of
crimes involving violence or sexual offenses or required to register as a sex offender shall be
permanently disqualified from employment.
SEX OFFENDERS
Act 1941 (HB2714) - The act includes sex offender status as a possible basis for disqualification
under statutes requiring criminal background checks. The act provides that whenever a noncriminal
justice criminal history background check is performed on a person under the provisions of any
criminal background check requirement contained in the Arkansas Code for employment, licensure,
or any other purpose, the person may be disqualified for employment, licensure, or any other purpose
for which the background check was conducted if it is determined that a court has entered an order
requiring the person to register as a sex offender. This act became effective on April 11, 2005.
STUDENTS IN HEALTH-RELATED COURSES
Act 2213 (HB2595) - This act provides that criminal background check information on students
enrolled or to be enrolled in a higher education health-related course of study may be sent to the
institution with the student's consent.
VOLUNTEERS
Act 1778 (HB2766) - The act allows criminal background checks conducted by the Identification
Bureau of the Department of Arkansas State Police or Federal Bureau of Investigation of persons
volunteering their services to volunteer organizations, including establishing the process for
requesting a criminal background check under the act. The act became effective on April 6, 2005.

BAIL BOND FEES
Act 1956 (HB1621) - This act increases the amount of the nonrefundable fee collected by each bail
bond company for the Arkansas Public Defender Commission. The fee increases from $10.00 to
$20.00.

BOATING WHILE INTOXICATED
Act 1458 (SB458) - The act creates a criminal offense prohibiting the operation of a motorboat by an
underage person while intoxicated. The act defines "underage” to mean any person who is under the
age of 21.

BOATING, BLOOD TEST
Act 1461 (SB506) - The act increases the length of time allowed for testing the amount of alcohol in
blood in cases relating to the operation of motorboats while intoxicated from 2 hours to 4 hours.

BURIAL ASSOCIATION , PENALTIES
Act 1802 (SB561) - The act provides increased criminal penalties for violation of the burial
association law.

CEMETERIES, PROTECTION
Act 2232 (HB2740) - This act adds new protections for cemeteries by establishing buffer zones for
mining and by prohibiting the removal of damaged grave markers.
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CHILDREN, ENDANGERING
Act 2207 (HB2525) - Under existing law, a person commits the offense of endangering the welfare of
a minor in the first degree if, being a parent, guardian, person legally charged with care or custody of
a minor, or a person charged with supervision of a minor, he or she purposely deserts a minor less
than 10 years old under circumstances creating a substantial risk of death or serious physical injury.
The act expands the offense of endangering the welfare of a minor in the first degree to prohibit a
parent, guardian, person legally charged with care or custody of a minor, or a person charged with
supervision of a minor from engaging in conduct that creates a substantial risk of death or serious
physical injury to a minor. The act creates the offense of endangering the welfare of a minor in the
third degree in order to prohibit a person from recklessly engaging in conduct that creates a
substantial risk of serious harm to the physical or mental welfare of one known by the actor to be a
minor.

CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSE
Act 1868 (HB2500) - Under current law, certified law enforcement officers, chiefs of police, sheriffs,
and certain auxiliary law enforcement officers are exempt from the licensing requirement to carry a
concealed handgun. The act also exempts certain members of the Arkansas National Guard or the
Reserved Forces of the United States of America from the licensing requirement to carry a concealed
handgun.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
ABUSE SHELTERS, CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AT
Act 195 (HB1336) - The act added abuse shelters to the list of facilities protected by enhanced
penalties for distribution of controlled substances.
DRIVER'S LICENSE SUSPENSION, CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
Act 1876 (HB2704) - Under existing law, courts with jurisdiction must prepare and transmit to the
Department of Finance and Administration an order of denial of driving privileges for the minor who
pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of driving while intoxicated under 8 5-65-101 et
seq., or of any criminal offense involving the illegal possession or use of controlled substances, or of
any drug offense, in this state or any other state, or is found by a juvenile court to have committed
such an offense. The act amends Arkansas Code § 5-64-710 to provide that a juvenile who is found
delinquent for any offense described in that section may be subject to any juvenile disposition
available under § 9-27-330.
EPHEDRINE AND PSEUDOEPHEDRINE
Act 256 (SB109) - The act designates ephedrine combination products, pseudoephedrine, and
phenylpropanolamine as Schedule V controlled substances. The Schedule V classification does not
apply to certain exempt products or to products dispensed pursuant to a valid prescription. A
wholesale distributor with exclusive rights to distribute pseudoephedrine to only licensed pharmacies
is exempt from Schedule V requirements for the storage and distribution of pseudoephedrine. The act
became effective on March 24, 2005.

CRIMINAL CODE REVISION
Act 1994 (SB984) - The act amends numerous sections of the Arkansas Code based upon the
recommendations of the Arkansas Criminal Code Revision Commission.
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DNA TESTING
Act 2250 (HB2857) - The act added provisions concerning statutes of limitations in criminal offenses
for prosecutions based on DNA testing. For a person previously identified through a search of the
State DNA Data Base or National DNA Index System, the act provides that if DNA testing implicates
the person no statute of limitation that would otherwise preclude prosecution of the offense shall
preclude the prosecution until a period of time following the implication of the person by
deoxyribonucleic acid testing has elapsed that is equal to the otherwise applicable limitation period.
The act also established procedures for post-conviction appeals based on DNA or other scientific
evidence and for the testing of the evidence.

DRIVER EDUCATION, USE OF FORFEITED VEHICLE
Act 2245 (HB2828) - The act allows a motor vehicle forfeited under drug laws to be transferred to a
school district for use in driver education courses.

EVIDENCE
ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE, SEXUAL ASSAULT
Act 536 (HB1028) - The act allows introduction of evidence of other specified crimes in sexual
assault cases. The act became effective on March 3, 2005.
NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE
Act 1004 (HB2326) - The act clarifies provisions concerning the method of analysis used to
determine the presence of controlled substances or alcohol in a person charged with negligent
homicide.
STATE CRIME LAB, EVIDENCE ANALYSIS
Act 886 (HB2325) - The act provides that a method of analysis of a person’s blood, urine, or other
bodily substance made by the State Crime Laboratory for determining the presence of 1 or more
controlled substances or any intoxicant is exempt from approval by the Department of Health or State
Board of Health. The act also addresses confusion regarding admissibility of records of the State
Crime Laboratory as evidence in criminal prosecutions. The act became effective on March 16, 2005.

EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY
Act 1975 (SB313) - This act amends the procedures for executive clemency. The Post Prison
Transfer Board is authorized to issue subpoenas in investigating applications for pardons. Prior to
submitting recommendations for pardons, the board is required to issue public notice of the
recommendation and provide notice to the circuit court judge, prosecuting attorney, and sheriff of the
county where the applicant was convicted, as well as any victims who have requested notice. If the
Governor does not grant the application within 240 days, it is deemed denied. If the Governor grants
the application, he or she must provide the reasons for granting the application in his or her written
order and file the order with the House of Representatives and the Senate.
Act 2097 (SB205) - Under existing law, a person who has been convicted of capital murder or certain
Class Y or Class A felonies is not eligible to reapply for executive clemency for a period of 4 years
after the date of denial of an application for executive clemency. The act provides that the time limit
for filing an application reapplying for executive clemency begins running on the date of filing of the
application that was denied rather than the date of denial of the application. The act authorizes the
Post Prison Transfer Board to waive the waiting period for filing a new application for pardon or
commutation under certain circumstances.

EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS
Act 1226 (HB2411) - This act establishes new crimes and penalties regarding the possession and
distribution of explosive materials or destructive devices.
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EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL RECORDS
Act 1923 (HB1466) - Under existing law, expunged records of enumerated offenses cause
disqualification from employment, licensure, certification, or other activities for persons subject to
criminal background checks under specified law. The act provides that expunged records of certain
criminal offenses do not cause disqualification.

FINANCIAL IDENTITY FRAUD
DEFINED
Act 280 (HB1354) - The act clarifies that the offense of financial identity fraud pertains to the use of
identifying information to open or create an account or financial resource. The act also changes the
classification of financial identity fraud from a Class D felony to a Class C felony.
IDENTITY THEFT PASSPORT
Act 744 (HB1740) - This act authorizes the Attorney General to issue an "identity theft passport” to a
person who has been or may have been a victim of financial identity fraud if the person is a resident
of Arkansas and files a police report. The passport may be used in the event that the person is
arrested for offenses committed by another person using the passport holder's identity or to aid
creditors in the investigation of credit card fraud or other fraud.
SCANNING DEVICE
Act 1018 (HB2619) - The act provides that the offense of financial identity fraud includes the use of a
scanning device or a re-encoder in order to appropriate a financial resource of another person without
the person's authorization to the offender's own use or to the use of a third party.

FURNISHING PROHIBITED ARTICLES
Act 168 (HB1332) - The act prohibits the furnishing of cellular telephones to persons in correctional
facilities, the Arkansas State Hospital, or a juvenile training school.

GAMBLING HOUSES
Act 70 (SB126) - The act repeals Arkansas Code § 5-66-103(b) concerning the duty and criminal
liability of a sheriff or deputy sheriff regarding a gambling house.

GOOD TIME, PRISONER ELIGIBILITY
Act 1034 (SB387) - The act makes certain offenders eligible for the award of meritorious good time
under the 70% rule. The act limits the effect of the award of meritorious good time by providing that
the time served by any person who is found guilty of or pleads guilty or nolo contendere to
manufacture of methamphetamine under § 5-64-401(a)(1)(i) or possession of drug paraphernalia with
the intent to manufacture methamphetamine under § 5-64-403(c)(5) will not be reduced to less than
50% of the person’s original sentence.

HINDERING APPREHENSION OR PROSECUTION
Act 1867 (HB2498) - Under existing law, the penalty for hindering apprehension or prosecution is
reduced in certain cases if the defendant shows by a preponderance of the evidence that he or she
stands to the person assisted in the relation of parent, child, brother, sister, corresponding
steprelationships of the preceding, husband, or wife. The act limits the classification reduction
provision by eliminating applicability in cases of capital murder, murder in the first degree,
kidnapping, or rape and in any case if the defendant is a step-parent, step-child, step-brother, or step-
sister.

HOMICIDE
Act 1532 (HB1445) - The act changed the classification of murder in the second degree from a Class
B felony to a Class A felony.

33



CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

INCOMPETENTS, ENDANGERING
Act 2216 (HB2616) - Under existing law, a person commits the offense of endangering the welfare of
an incompetent person in the first degree if, being a parent, guardian, person legally charged with care
or custody of an incompetent person, or a person charged with supervision of an incompetent person,
he or she purposely deserts the incompetent person under circumstances creating a substantial risk of
death or serious physical injury. The act expands the offense of endangering the welfare of an
incompetent person in the first degree to prohibit a parent, guardian, person legally charged with care
or custody of an incompetent person, or a person charged with supervision of an incompetent person
from engaging in conduct that creates a substantial risk of death or serious physical injury to an
incompetent person. The act creates the offense of endangering the welfare of an incompetent person
in the third degree in order to prohibit a person from recklessly engaging in conduct that creates a
substantial risk of serious harm to the physical or mental welfare of a person known by the actor to be
an incompetent person.

INDECENT EXPOSURE
Act 1815 (SB959) - The act removes the enhanced penalty provisions concerning the offense of
indecent exposure.

INTERFERENCE WITH CUSTODY
Act 1870 (HB2526) - The act amends the provisions pertaining to the elements of and penalties for
violations of the offense of interference with custody to include penalties for interference with court-
ordered custody while a custodian and minor are being housed at an abuse shelter.

INTERNET STALKING
Act 1776 (HB2578) - The act creates the offense of Internet stalking of a child. The act prohibits the
use of a computer online service, Internet service, or local Internet bulletin board service by a person
21 years of age or older in order to seduce or compile identifying information on a child that is or the
person believes to be 15 years of age or younger in an effort to arrange a meeting with the child for
the purpose of engaging in sexual intercourse, sexually explicit conduct, or deviate sexual activity.
Internet stalking of a child is a Class C felony if the person attempts to arrange a meeting with a child
that is or the person believes to be 15 years of age or younger even if a meeting with the child never
takes place. Internet stalking of a child is a Class A felony if the person arranges a meeting with a
child 15 years of age or younger and an actual meeting with the child takes place even if the person
fails to engage the child in any sexual activity.

MOVIES, PIRACY
Act 1932 (HB2442) - The act creates the offense of motion picture piracy. The act prohibits a person
from operating the audiovisual recording function of any device in a motion picture theater while a
motion picture is being exhibited for the purpose of recording the images or sounds of the motion
picture without the consent of the motion picture theater owner or lessee. The act authorizes an
owner, a lessee, or an employee of a motion picture theater who reasonably suspects a person of
committing motion picture piracy in the motion picture theater to detain the person in a reasonable
manner and for a reasonable length of time in order to identify the person and to transfer custody of
the person to a law enforcement officer. Motion picture piracy is classified as a Class A
misdemeanor.

MOVIES, REPEAL OF SUNDAY MOVIE LAW
Act 448 (HB1531) - The act repeals an obsolete law concerning the legality of showing motion
pictures on Sunday.
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NEPOTISM, PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
Act 2262 (HB2945) - This act prohibits the hiring of a relative by a public official or the supervision
of one relative by another relative. "Public official" is defined to include constitutional officers,
members of the General Assembly, and heads of executive agencies and boards. The employment of
a person hired in violation of this act is void. Criminal penalties are applicable for violations of the
act by any person. Civil penalties may be levied against a public official who violates the act.

OBSTRUCTION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL PERSONNEL
Act 1683 (HB2717) - This act makes it a crime to obstruct or interfere with emergency medical
personnel while performing a rescue mission. Obstruction or interference by using or threatening to
use physical force is a Class A misdemeanor. Any other type of obstruction or interference with
emergency medical personnel is a Class C misdemeanor.

RELEASE OFNONVIOLENT OFFENDERS
Act 1261 (HB2087) - The act allows a circuit judge to temporarily release certain nonviolent
offenders awaiting transfer to the Department of Correction or the Department of Community
Correction. A circuit judge may authorize the release under the terms and conditions which the
circuit judge determines are necessary to protect the public and to ensure the offender’s return to
custody upon notice that bed space is available at the Department of Correction or the Department of
Community Correction.

SCHOOL BUS, PASSING
Act 2128 (SB467) - The act amends the definition of "negligent homicide™ to include the causing the
death of another when passing a stopped school bus in violation of law.

SCHOOL BUS, UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY
Act 247 (HB1196) - The act creates a Class B misdemeanor offense of unauthorized entry of a school
bus.

SENTENCING AND DISPOSITION OF OFFENDERS
ADDITIONAL PERIOD OF CONFINEMENT
Act 1443 (HB2421) - The act provides that a court may add a period of confinement to be served
during a period of suspension of imposition of sentence or probation even if a period of confinement
was included in the original order placing the defendant on suspended imposition of sentence or
probation.
GUIDELINES
Act 186 (HB1176) - The act confirmed that the sentencing guidelines of the State of Arkansas are
entirely voluntary. The act will become effective on July 1, 2005.
JUDGMENT AND COMMITMENT ORDERS
Act 884 (HB2002) - The act provides that in Administrative Order No. 8, Section IlI, the Arkansas
Supreme Court established a procedure for completion and delivery of judgment and commitment
orders and that the existing statutory procedure in Arkansas Code § 16-90-406 concerning delivery of
a copy of a warrant of commitment or court order is superseded. The act also repealed § 16-90-406.
MEDICAID FRAUD
Act 164 (HB1191) - The act provides that in cases involving Medicaid fraud, the punishment will be
fixed by the finder of fact, whether a court or a jury, and restitution will be fixed by the court.
REVOCATION
Act 1534 (HB1755) - The act provides that a suspended sentence or probation may be revoked
subsequent to the expiration of the period of suspension or probation if a petition to revoke the
defendant's suspension or probation has been filed prior to the expiration of the period of suspension
or probation and a warrant is issued for the defendant's arrest within 30 days of the date of the filing
of the petition.
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SENTENCING AND DISPOSITION OF OFFENDERS
SUPERVISORY FEE
Act 2239 (HB2801) - Under existing law, provisions regarding probation and probation fees do not
apply in instances where a defendant is charged with violating the Omnibus DWI Act, § 5-65-101 et
seq. However, a court may require a defendant to pay a public service work supervisory fee in an
amount to be established by the court if the court orders public service in lieu of jail. The act
provides that provisions regarding probation and probation fees do not apply in instances where a
defendant is charged with violating the Underage DUI Law, 8 5-65-301 et seq. and the act authorizes
a court to require a defendant charged with violating the Underage DUI Law, § 5-65-301 et seq. to
pay a public service work supervisory fee in an amount to be established by the court for any public
service work ordered by the court.

SEX OFFENDERS
Act 1779 (HB2785) - The act provides that it is a Class D felony for certain sex offenders who are
required to register under the Sex Offender Registration Act of 1997, § 12-12-901 et seq., to engage
in an occupation or to participate in a volunteer position that requires the sex offender to work or
interact primarily and directly with children under 16 years of age.

SEXUAL INDECENCY WITH A CHILD
Act 1993 (SB958) - Under existing law, a person commits sexual indecency with a child if, with the
purpose to arouse or gratify the sexual desires of himself or herself or those of any other person, the
person purposefully exposes his or her sex organs to another person who is less than 15 years of age.
The act expands the offense of sexual indecency with a child to prohibit a person 18 years of age or
older from causing or coercing another person who is less than 14 years of age to expose his or her
sex organs or the breasts of a female with the purpose to arouse or gratify the sexual desires of
himself, herself, or another person.

TASER GUNS
Act 2153 (SB1078) - The act restricts the sales and use of taser stun guns to minors.

TERRORISTIC ACT
Act 197 (HB1353) - The act clarifies that a person may be convicted of committing a terroristic act
against a sole occupant of a vehicle or structure.

THEFT OF MOTOR FUEL
Act 900 (SB433) - The act provides that a person may be charged with theft of motor fuel if he or she
does not pay for fuel owned by a political subdivision and nonprofit entity.

TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS
Act 2267 (HB2979) - The act establishes a Class A felony for recruiting, harboring, transporting, or
obtaining the labor or services of a person for the purpose of benefiting financially or receiving
anything of value through involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, slavery, marriage, adoption,
or sexual conduct.

VOYEURISM
Act 1642 (HB2338) - The act establishes a Class A misdemeanor for looking or entering into a
private place or into a place of public accommodation to view a nude person for the purpose of sexual
arousal or gratification. The act also makes it a Class D felony if the victim is under the age of 17.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

BIOBASED PRODUCTS
Act 542 (HB1543) - This act requires state agencies to give preference in purchasing to biobased
products whenever possible.
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BIODIESEL FUEL
Act 2223 (HB2657) - This act permits persons engaged in the business of selling diesel fuel or
liquified gas at wholesale to obtain a refund of motor fuel tax paid. The refund is limited to $0.50 per
gallon for each gallon of biodiesel fuel that the supplier uses to produce a biodiesel mixture. The
refund will be available when a biodiesel producer begins production of biodiesel fuel in Arkansas
and meets other specified requirements. The act becomes effective on July 1, 2005 and the refund
provisions will expire on July 1, 2007.

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
Act 1759 (SB1031) - This act amends the Arkansas Capital Development Company Act, Arkansas
Code § 15-4-1001 et seq., to extend the period for purchasing an equity interest resulting in a tax
credit to the purchaser from 2013 to 2015. The act provides that the proceeds of the equity purchases
must be used in specified transactions in order for the purchaser to obtain a tax credit. The amount of
tax credits that may be authorized in a calendar year is limited to $5,000,000. However, the Director
of the Department of Finance and Administration may authorize additional cumulative tax credits not
to exceed $1,250,000 per calendar year, if specified state fiscal-related requirements are met. This act
became effective on April 5, 2005.

CONSOLIDATED INCENTIVE ACT
Act 1296 (SB417) - This act amends the Consolidated Incentive Act of 2003 to broaden the types of
businesses and programs eligible for tax credits under the act, to clarify the levels of tax incentives
available, and to provide greater flexibility for awarding tax credits. This act becomes effective on
July 1, 2005.

CORPORATE INVESTMENTS
Act 873 (SB425) - This act increases from $40,000,000 to $48,000,000 the amount of investments
that the Treasurer of State may invest in corporations organized under the Arkansas Development
Finance Corporation Act, 8 15-4-901 et seq. This act became effective on March 15, 2005.

ENTERPRISE ZONES
Act 443 (HB1496) - The act amends the Enterprise Zone Act of 1993 to require that qualifying
employees be hired within 60 months of approval of the financial incentive agreement.

INCENTIVES, ECONOMIC
Act 1232 (HB2465) - The act amends existing law to make technical corrections and amendments to
various economic programs. The act also expands the pool of businesses eligible for tax credits equal
to 30% of the cost of tuition paid for employees. The act increases the per project amount from
$50,000 to $100,000 for technology development support available through the Arkansas Science and
Technology Authority.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT REVENUE BONDS
Act 1922 (HB1296) - The act amends industrial development revenue bond law to authorize
additional revenue sources for the payment and security of industrial revenue bonds issued by
municipalities and counties and confirms the authority of municipalities and counties to loan the bond
proceeds. The act became effective on April 11, 2005.

LEGISLATIVE AUDIT, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Act 1769 (HB2072) - This act authorizes the Division of Legislative Audit to prepare and report to
the General Assembly annual cost-benefit reports regarding economic incentive programs provided
under the Consolidated Incentive Act of 2003.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
Act 1372 (SB923) - This act authorizes the incorporation of public corporations that will be eligible
to receive sales and use taxes levied under the Economic Development Tax Act, § 14-174-101 et seq.
for purposes of creating local economic development projects.
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NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, FINANCIAL INCENTIVES
Act 1277 (HB2783) - The act creates new incentives to encourage nonprofit organizations to locate in
Arkansas. The incentives include sales and use tax refunds and payroll rebates to an organization
with an annual payroll exceeding $1,000,000.00 and meeting other requirements.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AUTHORITY
Act 183 (HB1148) - This act authorizes the Arkansas Science and Technology Authority to prepare
and distribute a research and development plan.

SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
Act 892 (SB379) - The act amends the small business loan collaboration program definition of
"community lender" to allow any financial institution to participate in the program.

SUPERPROJECT BONDS
Act 1981 (SB507) - This act establishes an implementation framework for the General Assembly to
approve the issuance of general obligation bonds in connection with an economic development
project in which more than $500,000,000 will be invested in the state and more than 500 jobs will be
created. The act requires an economic impact and cost-benefit analyses and approval of the Governor
before referral to the General Assembly for consideration. In order to satisfy job creation
requirements, the entity must create new full-time permanent jobs that pay an amount that exceeds
that lesser of the county average hourly wage or the state average hourly wage and are accompanied
by health and retirement benefits.

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT ACT
Act 2308 (HB1899) - This act amends the Arkansas Tourism Development Act to make the tax credit
program for tourism attraction projects more flexible and to offer greater incentives for the placing of
tourism attraction projects in high unemployment counties.

EDUCATION
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM

Act 2131 (SB503) - This act authorizes the Director of the Department of Education to require each
superintendent to file a written assurance that the school district has complied with certain statutes
and authorizes the director to determine the amount of any awards under the Arkansas Advanced
Placement Incentive Program. The act also allows continuing education credit for teaching an
advanced placement class for a subject covered by the College Board and Educational Testing
Service. This act is effective July 1, 2005.

ARKIDS FIRST PROGRAM
INFORMATION
Act 882 (HB1895) - This act requires the State Board of Education to promulgate rules assisting local

school districts to establish a program to inform students about h