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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Senator Hank Wilkins & Representative Allen Maxwell 
 
FROM: David Ferguson 
  
DATE: August 21, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Joint Rules for Fiscal Session 
 
 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 10 sponsored by Senator Whitaker and Representative Maloch established 
the procedures, deadlines, timelines for the introduction of fiscal and general legislation during a Fiscal 
Session.   
 
FISCAL LEGISLATION 

Pre-filing date - The second Monday of January of each year of a fiscal session (January 11, 2010) 
Deadline for filing - No later than the fifteenth (15th) day of the fiscal session (February 22, 2010) 
  

GENERAL LEGISLATION 
Article 5, § 5 of the Arkansas Constitution provides that a bill other than an appropriation bill may 
be considered in a fiscal session if two-thirds (2/3) of the members of each house of the General 
Assembly approve consideration of the bill.  Therefore, before a bill may be considered, the General 
Assembly shall approve a concurrent resolution authorizing the introduction of a bill.  Article 6, § 
17 of the Arkansas Constitution requires approval of the concurrent resolution.   
 
Pre-filing date for Concurrent Resolution -  The second Monday of January of each year of a 
fiscal session (January 11, 2010) 
Deadline for filing a Concurrent Resolution -  No later than the first (1st) day of the fiscal session 
(February 8, 2010) 
Deadline for filing General Legislation after Concurrent Resolution has been approved  - No 
later than the fifteenth (15th) day of the fiscal session (February 22, 2010) 
 

OTHER PROVISIONS 
Constitutional Amendments - Section 21 of the Joint Rules provides that a resolution proposing a 
constitutional amendment may be considered only during a regular session. 

 
Revenue Stabilization Law - Section 18(E)(7) of the Joint Rules provides that the schedule 
reflecting the allocation of funds in the Revenue Stabilization Law for the next fiscal year shall be 
submitted to each body of the General Assembly at least three (3) days prior to the day at which the 
law is to be considered for final passage. 



 

 

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED 
Consideration of a Concurrent Resolution - It is still to be determined by each chamber whether 
the concurrent resolutions will be submitted to a standing committee for consideration and approval 
or will be referred directly to the chamber calendar for a vote. 

 
Text of the Concurrent Resolution - A decision has not been made as to whether the full text of 
the bill shall be included in the concurrent resolution or if a general description of the proposed text 
of the bill will only be required. 
 

TIMELINE 
30-Day Session - Article 5, § 17 of the Arkansas Constitution provides that the fiscal session shall 
not exceed thirty (30) calendar days in duration (March 9, 2010) 
One Fifteen-Day Extension - The fiscal session may be extended one time for no more than fifteen 
(15) calendar days by a vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the members elected to each house of the 
General Assembly (March 24, 2010) 
 

RETIREMENT BILLS 
Act 962 of 2009 also made various technical corrections to the Arkansas Code to include references 
to the fiscal sessions.  Of importance is amended Arkansas Code § 10-2-115 that provides in part: 

 
(c)  A bill affecting any publicly supported retirement system or systems shall not be 
introduced or considered at any special session or fiscal session of the General Assembly 
unless the introduction and consideration of the bill is first approved by a three-fourths 
(¾) vote of the full membership of each house of the General Assembly. 
 




