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Senate Co-Chair
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House Co-Chair
Sen, Steve Faris
Senate Co-Vice Chair .
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House Co-Vice Chair Little Rock, AR 72201 Fax: 501-682-1936

David Ferguson
Executive Secretary

August 26, 2009

TO: MEMBERS OF THE ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

RE: FISCAL SESSION 2010

Dear Members of the General Assembly:

At the request of the Arkansas Legislative Council, enclosed you will find a summary of
the procedures, timelines, and pending issues for the 2010 Fiscal Session. Specifically,
attached is a calendar of dates for the Fiscal Session, the procedures for the budget
hearings, and a summary of Senate Concurrent Resolution 10, which established the
procedure for introducing general legislation during the Fiscal Session.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office at 501-682-1937.
Respectfully,

David Ferguson

Executive Secretary
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Representative Bruce Maloch
House Co-Chairman

Senator Gilbert Baker
Senate Co-Chairman

Rep. Kathy Webb

Senator Terry Smith
House Vice-Chair

Senate Vice-Chair

JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE

August 24, 2009

Members of the Arkansas General Assembly:

This is to advise regarding motions adopted by the Joint Budget Committee during the 2009 Regular Session
pertaining to pre-fiscal session budget hearings and establishing the legislative recommendation for
appropriation bills for the 2011 fiscal year for drafting purposes and introduction during the 2010 fiscal session..

During the 2009 Regular Session the Joint Budget Committee adopted procedures for holding limited pre-fiscal
session budget hearings. The committee adopted a motion to conduct a limited budget hearing process
beginning in January 2010, for a 2-3 week period before the Fiscal Session begins on February 8, 2010. The
entities the Joint Budget Committee determined it wanted to automatically include in the January 2010 budget
hearing process are the Department of Education Public School Fund Account, the Department of Human
Services, the Department of Health, the Department of Correction, the Department of Community Correction,
and all the institutions of higher education. These entities as a group are what has been referred to and become
known as the "Big 6". Inaddition to the "Big 6", other agencies may be approved by the Arkansas Legislative
Council to be included in the pre-fiscal session budget hearing process conducted by the Joint Budget
Committee.

In order to have a legislative recommendation for appropriation bill introduction purposes, the fiscal staff of the
Bureau of Legislative Research was instructed by the Joint Budget Committee to prepare operating
appropriation bills for the 2011 fiscal year based on recommendations made by the Arkansas Legislative
Council/Joint Budget Committee during its 2008 fall budget hearings, plus any changes approved for an agency
or institution during the 2009 Regular Session and included in the agency or institutions appropriation bill for
the 2010 fiscal year. With the exception of those state agencies and institutions of higher education that are part
of the pre-fiscal session budget hearings and which will receive a legislative recommendation through that
process, the 2011 fiscal year operating appropriation bills for all other state agencies, boards and commissions
will be drafted based on the Joint Budget Committees instructions adopted during the 2009 Regular Legislative
Session.

In regard to various agency and institution Capital Project appropriations for the 2011 fiscal year, bills will be
introduced that contain appropriations for projects that are included in the various General Improvement
Distribution Acts passed in previous legislative sessions if funds for the project are still available.



For your information, attached is a Fiscal Session 2010 calendar with pertinent dates. If you should have any
questions or need any additional information, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Gilbert Baker, Senate Chair Bruce Maloch, House Chair
Joint Budget Committee Joint Budget Committee
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Hank Wilkins & Representative Allen M axwell
FROM: David Ferguson
DATE: August 21, 2009

SUBJECT: Joint Rulesfor Fiscal Session

Senate Concurrent Resolution 10 sponsored by Senator Whitaker and Representative Mal och established
the procedures, deadlines, timelines for the introduction of fiscal and general legidation during a Fisca
Session.

FISCAL LEGISLATION
Pre-filing date - The second Monday of January of each year of afiscal session (January 11, 2010)
Deadlinefor filing - No later than the fifteenth (15th) day of the fiscal session (February 22, 2010)

GENERAL LEGISLATION
Article 5, 8§ 5 of the Arkansas Constitution providesthat a bill other than an appropriation bill may
be considered in afiscal session if two-thirds (2/3) of the members of each house of the Genera
Assembly approve consideration of the bill. Therefore, before abill may be considered, the Genera
Assembly shall approve a concurrent resolution authorizing the introduction of abill. Article 6, 8
17 of the Arkansas Congtitution requires approval of the concurrent resol ution.

Pre-filing date for Concurrent Resolution - The second Monday of January of each year of a
fiscal session (January 11, 2010)

Deadlinefor filing a Concurrent Resolution - No later than the first (1st) day of the fiscal session
(February 8, 2010)

Deadlinefor filing General L egidation after Concurrent Resolution has been approved - No
later than the fifteenth (15th) day of the fiscal session (February 22, 2010)

OTHER PROVISIONS
Constitutional Amendments - Section 21 of the Joint Rules provides that a resolution proposing a
constitutional amendment may be considered only during aregular session.

Revenue Stabilization Law - Section 18(E)(7) of the Joint Rules provides that the schedule
reflecting the allocation of funds in the Revenue Stabilization Law for the next fiscal year shal be
submitted to each body of the General Assembly at least three (3) days prior to the day at which the
law isto be considered for final passage.

State Capitol, Room 315 Little Rock, AR 72201 (501) 682-1937 Fax (501) 682-1936 TDD (501) 682-1940



ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED
Consideration of a Concurrent Resolution - It is still to be determined by each chamber whether
the concurrent resolutions will be submitted to a standing committee for consideration and approval
or will be referred directly to the chamber calendar for avote.

Text of the Concurrent Resolution - A decision has not been made as to whether the full text of
the bill shall beincluded in the concurrent resolution or if ageneral description of the proposed text
of the bill will only be required.

TIMELINE
30-Day Session - Article 5, 8 17 of the Arkansas Constitution provides that the fiscal session shall
not exceed thirty (30) calendar daysin duration (March 9, 2010)
OneFifteen-Day Extension - Thefiscal session may be extended one time for no more than fifteen
(15) caendar days by avote of three-fourths (3/4) of the members elected to each house of the
General Assembly (March 24, 2010)

RETIREMENT BILLS
Act 962 of 2009 also made various technical corrections to the Arkansas Code to include references
to thefiscal sessions. Of importance is amended Arkansas Code § 10-2-115 that providesin part:

(c) A bill affecting any publicly supported retirement system or systems shall not be
introduced or considered at any special session or fiscal session of the General Assembly
unless the introduction and consideration of the bill isfirst approved by athree-fourths
(%) vote of the full membership of each house of the General Assembly.






