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Introduction 
 
This report was designed to provide a policy review of the 87th General 
Assembly's 2009 legislative session and the legislative sessions of other states. 
It examines actions taken in certain common policy areas among the states, 
placing the issues that Arkansas's legislature addressed this year in the context 
of other states' 2009 legislative agendas. For these policy areas, this report 
documents selected bills that passed and some that did not. No attempt was 
made to address all the legislation in Arkansas or in other states. The advantage 
of this report over other available reports of state legislative activity is the direct 
comparison of Arkansas actions with those of other states.  
 
The policy areas reviewed were selected on the basis of the volume of legislation 
proposed in those areas in other states and the relevance of that legislation to 
efforts in Arkansas. The policy areas are organized into the following categories: 
 

• Economic Development and Energy 
• Education 
• Ethics 
• Government Finance 
• Health  
• Human Services 
• Justice  
• Social Policy 
• Transportation 

 
The information in this report comes from a variety of sources, including 
Stateline.org, the National Conference of State Legislatures, the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities and the Southern Regional Education Board. Data 
was pulled from the websites of numerous state agencies and legislatures across 
the country. Newspapers also provided an invaluable resource for this report.  
This report is not intended to be a comprehensive review of all legislation in each 
of the listed policy areas.  States were selected to provide samples of legislation 
in each area based on coverage the state's actions received locally and by these 
national policy organizations. 
 
We hope that this policy review will serve as a reference as you continue your 
district's work and study the policy issues in various summer conferences and 
institutes. This report may point you to states that have successfully passed 
legislation you would like to introduce in Arkansas; or it could simply serve as a 
frame of reference for some of the 1,501 new laws passed in 2009. 
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Acronyms Used in This Report 
 
ARRA: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
CBPP: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
DHS: Department of Human Services 
FOIA: Freedom of Information Act 
NSL: National School Lunch  
SCHIP: State Children's Health Insurance Program 
SREB: Southern Regional Education Board 
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Economic Development and Energy 
       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Economic Development  

According to Stateline.org 
18 states approved or 
proposed economic 
incentive packages. The 
plans included a mix of tax 
credits, bond sale 
provisions, and measures 
to increase the amount of 
money in state banks for 
small business loans.  

Colorado enacted tax 
incentives for businesses 
that create 20 or more 
jobs, $50 million for small 
business loans and 
improvements in job-
training programs, 
especially for people who 
want to work in the green 
economy. 

Missouri eliminated 
corporate franchise taxes 
for 15,000 businesses and 
expanded tax incentives 
for employers who hire 
additional workers or add 
on to their plants.  

Rhode Island put together 
a $200 million package 
aimed at loosening tight 
credit for small 
businesses.  

Bonds for superprojects 
HJR1007 — one of three potential constitutional 
amendments — would allow the Legislature to set 
criteria for authorizing bonds for economic 
development projects. Currently Amendment 82(d) 
of the Arkansas Constitution allows the General 
Assembly to issue state-backed bonds for an 
economic development project only if the potential 
employer invests $500 million in capital expenditures 
and plans to employ 500 new employees. The 
resolution, if approved by voters in November, would 
eliminate that criteria from the Constitution and allow 
the Legislature to establish new criteria in statute.  
 
Interest rates on bonds and loans 
HJR1004 combined three resolutions on bonds and 
loans into one potential constitutional amendment. It 
includes elements of HJR1003 and SJR6. 
 
Currently the constitution limits interest rates on 
loans to 5% above the federal discount rate and 
caps the total rate for consumer loans and credit 
sales at 17%. Government bonds for capital 
improvements are limited to 2% above the federal 
discount rate. 
 
Because the current federal discount rate is so low 
(.5%), government agencies have had a difficult time 
selling bonds, particularly bonds that finance student 
loans for college. In May the Arkansas Student Loan 
Authority requested from the state Board of Finance 
an $80 million line of credit so that it could continue 
to provide loans to Arkansas college students. To 
address the problem, HJR1004 would remove the 
interest rate cap on bonds and loans made by or to 
government entities.  
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 
Economic Development - continued 

States enacting legislation 
to forestall homeowner 
foreclosures include: 
California, Colorado, 
Michigan, Washington, 
Nevada, Minnesota, 
Virginia, and New 
Jersey. 
 

On the consumer side, furniture and car dealers 
have complained that they are losing money 
because consumer loans are currently capped at 
5.5%. The resolution would set the interest rate limit 
for federally insured loans at the maximum rate for 
federally insured institutions that was in effect on 
March 1, 2009. Other loans would have a maximum 
interest rate of 17%.  
The final element of the resolution allows 
governmental entities to issue bonds to pay for 
energy efficiency projects, such as retrofitting 
buildings. The bonds can be secured by the 
anticipated savings afforded by the energy efficiency 
project. 
The measure will appear on the November ballot. 
Film Industry Incentives 

More than 40 states 
currently offer incentives 
to film production 
companies. North 
Carolina is considering a 
bill that would increase the 
incentives to 25% of 
production costs.  
Wyoming made it easier 
for production companies 
to qualify for the 12% to 
15% rebate on production 
costs by lowering the 
amount of money they 
must spend in the state. 
Oregon is considering 
legislation to increase the 
funding for film industry 
incentives from $10 million 
to $15 million. New York 
approved $350 million in 
incentive funding to pay 
for 30% of companies' 
costs. That's less than the 
$690 million paid last year. 

Act 816 (HB1939) offers movie production 
companies a 15% rebate on production costs and a 
10% rebate on payroll costs associated with 
employees who are full-time Arkansas residents. 
The production company must spend at least 
$50,000 in a six-month time period to qualify for the 
rebate. The act replaces a film industry rebate 
program that expired in 2007.  
The new incentives program was appropriated $5 
million and may be funded with general improvement 
dollars. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Energy Measures 

Stateline.org noted that 
Washington state joined 
a group of states signed 
on to the Western Climate 
Initiative, a multi-state 
agreement that would 
impose a “cap-and-trade” 
mechanism that forces 
polluters to pay for the 
amount of carbon dioxide 
they emit starting in 2012. 
Some northeastern states 
launched a similar 
program this year. 

Montana lawmakers 
cleared the way for carbon 
sequestration, the 
underground storage of 
harmful carbon dioxide 
gases. Wyoming revised 
its sequestration laws. And 
Indiana lawmakers 
approved plans for a $2.35 
billion plant that would turn 
coal into natural gas that 
could be sold to utilities 
throughout the state. 

State building projects 
Act 1494 (HB1663) sets minimum energy efficiency 
standards for the major construction projects of state 
agencies and higher education institutions. It calls for 
buildings to be constructed or renovated to reduced 
levels of energy consumption and water use. It also 
calls for the Arkansas Energy Office of the Arkansas 
Economic Development Commission to develop an 
energy program for reducing state buildings’ energy 
consumption by 30% by 2017.  
 
Energy efficiency standards 
HB1677 called for the Arkansas Public Service 
Commission to establish energy efficiency resource 
standards for the public utilities it regulates. It did not 
become law.  
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 Education 
       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

K-12 Funding 

At least 22 states have cut 
pre-kindergarten and K-12 
education funding, to deal 
with budget shortfalls 
according to Center on 
Budget and Policy 
Priorities (CBPP).   
Arizona, Florida and 
South Carolina have 
reduced public school 
funding by $95 per student 
or more. 
States that increased 
preschool funding so far 
this year (primarily by 
using stimulus funds) 
include Alabama, Alaska, 
Florida, Georgia, Iowa, 
New Mexico and Virginia 
according to Stateline.org. 
Stimulus funds helped to 
support education budgets 
in Alabama, Colorado, 
Florida, Iowa, Kentucky 
and Missouri. Montana 
increased K-12 spending 
by 3% while Iowa 
increased spending by 
4%. See appendix A for 
details on Southern 
Regional Education Board 
(SREB) states. 

K-12 Funding 
The state's per-student foundation funding for K-12 
education received a 2% increase in 2009-10 and 
2% is proposed for 2010-11, but schools will receive 
less "enhanced funding" in 2009-10 and none is 
proposed in 2010-11. Enhanced funding is additional 
money schools receive above what is considered 
necessary to provide an adequate education.  
 

Funding 
Type 

2007-
08 

2008-
09 

2009-
10 

2010-
11 

Foundation 
funding $5,719 $5,789 $5,905 $6,023 
Enhanced 
funding $51 $36 $35 $0 

 
The categorical funding levels remained unchanged. 
Categorical funding is money that school districts 
receive to pay for professional development for 
teachers and administrators and to help educate 
three categories of students: 1.) English language 
learners, 2.) students who need alternative learning 
environments and 3.) students in poverty (known as 
National School Lunch (NSL) students). The 
Legislature also left the minimum teacher salary 
schedule unchanged. The state's growth in property 
taxes provided an extra $15 million apart from 
foundation funding that was used to help teachers 
pay for health insurance.  
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Higher Education 

At least 30 states have 
opted to cut higher 
education funding, causing 
faculty cuts and tuition 
increases of 4% to 15%, 
according to CBPP.  
Maryland froze tuition for 
the fourth year in a row. 
Washington state cut the 
budget but permitted large 
tuition increases. Florida 
is permitting tuition 
increases up to the 
national average, and 
Kansas cut appropriations 
for higher education by 
10%, according to 
Stateline.org. See 
appendix B for details on 
SREB states. 

In-state tuition discounts for illegal immigrants 
SB799, which failed, would have allowed illegal 
aliens who graduate from Arkansas high schools to 
qualify for in-state tuition discounts at Arkansas 
colleges and universities.  
 
Higher education funding formula 
Act 797 (HB2114) gives the Arkansas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board the authority to 
change the funding formula for state colleges and 
universities. The bill was intended as a move toward 
basing part of colleges' and universities' funding on 
their graduation rates. 
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Ethics 
       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Ethics  

Massachusetts changed 
state ethics laws for 
legislators, strengthening 
enforcement, setting 
higher penalties, and 
banning nearly all gifts to 
public officials.  

Two bills aimed at tightening ethics laws for 
legislators and lobbyists were considered. Act 963 
(SB867) aimed at eliminating "absentee lobbying" by 
prohibiting lobbyists from paying for meals when the 
lobbyists are not present. Violators are subject to a 
fine of up to $1,000.  
 
SB883,  which did not become law, would have 
required former legislators, constitutional officers, 
and agency heads to wait at least one year after 
leaving office before registering as lobbyists. 
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Government Finance 
       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Revenue Enhancements: Lottery 

Forty-two states and 
Washington D.C. already 
have lotteries. In 2009, 
legislators in Nevada and 
Wyoming introduced 
legislation to create 
lotteries in those states, 
but both efforts failed.  
Other states turned to their 
lottery proceeds during the 
current economic 
downturn. California and 
Arizona, for example, 
introduced proposals to 
borrow against future 
lottery proceeds to shore 
up their state budgets. 

Twin bills — Act 605 (SB26) and Act 606 (HB1002) 
— create the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery and 
expand the Arkansas Academic Challenge 
Scholarship Program. The legislation is an outgrowth 
of a voter-approved constitutional amendment 
passed in November 2008. That measure eliminated 
a ban on all state lotteries and allowed for the 
creation of a state lottery to fund college 
scholarships. The amount of the lottery scholarships 
awarded will depend on the revenue brought in by 
the lottery. Estimates for net proceeds range from 
$40 million to $100 million. (See appendix D for 
scholarship program details.) 
 

Revenue Enhancements: Tobacco Tax 

Of Arkansas's neighbors, 
the state with the highest 
cigarette tax is Texas at 
$1.41 per pack, while the 
others are as follows: 

• Oklahoma: $1.03 
• Tennessee: 62 cents 
• Mississippi: 68 cents 
• Louisiana: 36 cents 
• Missouri: 17 cents 
In 2009, at least six states 
in addition to Arkansas 
increased their per-pack 
cigarette taxes: 

To pay for a package of health programs, the 
Legislature increased the state tax on a pack of 
cigarettes by 56 cents, for a total of $1.15 per pack. 
That rate is the 25th highest in the nation and the 
second highest among neighboring states. The tax 
hike, Act 180 (HB1204), is expected to bring in $71 
million after factoring in lower sales due to a 62-cent 
increase in the federal tobacco tax that took effect 
this year. (The total federal tax is now $1.01.) 
 
The state tax increase will fund a statewide trauma 
system, an expansion of the ARKids First program, 
and other health-related programs. (See appendix E 
for a list of programs to be funded with the tobacco 
tax increase.) The federal tax increase will pay for an 
expansion of the State Children's Health Insurance 
Program, which funds ARKids First in Arkansas. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 
Revenue Enhancements: Tobacco Tax - continued 

 
State 

Previous 
cigarette 

tax 

New 
cigarette 

tax 
FL 34 cents $1.34 
HI $2.00 $2.60 
KY 30 cents 60 cents 
MS 18 cents 68 cents 
RI $2.46 $3.46 
VT $1.99 $2.24 

 
Rhode Island's tobacco 
tax is the highest in the 
country. South Carolina’s 
is the lowest at 7 cents. 

 

Other Revenue Changes 

According to Stateline.org, 
New York and Hawaii 
passed income tax 
increases for the wealthiest 
residents. A similar  
measure was introduced in 
Washington but failed to 
pass. California approved 
both increases in income 
tax and sales tax.  
Massachusetts has 
proposed a sales tax 
increase of $1.25. Nevada 
also increased its sales tax. 

Revenue proposals that failed included HB2275, 
which would have redistributed countywide sales 
and use taxes levied for criminal justice purposes, 
and HB2269, which would have lowered the tax 
rebate provided to businesses collecting sales and 
use taxes for the state.  

Tax Cuts 

According to 2008 data 
from the Federation of Tax 
Administrators, seven 
states tax food at the same 
sales tax rate as other 
goods (the highest is in 
Mississippi at 7%), and 
seven states, including 
Arkansas, tax food at a 
reduced rate. The 
remaining states exempt 
groceries from the state 
sales tax.  

Act 436 (SB88) cut the state's grocery tax by 1 
cent, making the current sales tax for groceries 2 
cents.  In 2007, the tax was halved from 6 cents to 
3 cents. The additional 1 cent reduction is projected 
to lower general revenue by $30 million.  
 
Act 695 (SB875) reduces the sales tax on 
electricity and natural gas used by manufacturers 
from 4.375% to 3.125%. The act is projected to 
reduce revenue by $3.8 million to $9.6 million.  
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Tax Cuts - continued 

In 2009, legislators in 
Alabama attempted to 
remove that state's 4 cent 
sales tax on groceries, but 
the effort failed.  
 
According to Stateline.org, 
North Dakota cut both 
income and corporate 
taxes. Montana and 
Wyoming cut property 
taxes. 

Act 1274 (SB2) repeals the state sales tax on mini 
warehouses and self storage rental units. Estimates 
suggest the act will reduce state revenue anywhere 
from $500,000 to $4.2 million annually. 
 
The Legislature also passed a tax reduction on 
charitable bingo. Act 499 (HB1111) reduced the tax 
on bingo cards from 1 cent to three-tenths of a cent. 
The tax cut is expected to reduce tax revenue by 
about $700,000 annually. 
 
Other tax cut measures that failed include: HB1802 
which would have exempted timber harvesting 
equipment from the sales and use tax; HB2008, 
known as the Landfill Gas Recovery Income Tax 
Credit Act; and HB2077, which would have provided 
a contractor tax credit when the energy efficiency of 
a residential property is increased. Several other 
measures proposed reducing taxes related to 
agricultural equipment and utilities. 

State  Budgets 

For fiscal year 2009, state 
legislatures across the 
country addressed budget 
shortfalls totaling $53 
billion, according to the 
CBPP. For fiscal year 
2010, the gap is $104.5 
billion with nine states 
facing a deficit of more 
than 20% of their general 
revenue funds.  
California's gap is $25.9 
billion, or 25.6% of its 
general fund, while New 
York and New Jersey 
face shortfalls of $13.7 
billion and $7 billion, 
respectively. Nevada's 
$1.1 billion budget shortfall 
represents 30% of its 
general fund. 

Arkansas's budget has weathered the national 
recession fairly well so far, especially compared with 
most other states. 
 
In March, the Department of Finance and 
Administration adjusted its 2010 revenue forecast to 
$4.44 billion. That figure included the $71 million 
increase in revenue expected from the newly passed 
tobacco tax hike and anticipated reductions from the 
grocery tax cut. In early April, Act 1441 (HB1736) 
became the Arkansas Revenue Stabilization Law.  
The budget totals nearly $4.51 billion, which includes 
a $61 million transfer from surplus funds and $10 
million from unclaimed property. The budget 
categorized agency funding into three categories. 
The "A" category contained the highest priorities to 
be funded first, "B-1" had the second-highest, and 
"B" had the lowest.  
After $61 million of the state's $310 million surplus 
was plugged into the budget, Act 1442 (HB1778)  
and Act 1443 (SB626) established how the  
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

State  Budgets - continued 

The federal American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
promises about $140 
billion in new federal 
funding for state 
governments, but 
according to the CBPP, 
that is enough to cover 
just 40% of the states' 
collective shortfall over the 
next two and a half years. 
 
At least 36 states have 
dealt with budget shortfalls 
by cutting spending and 
reducing services, 
according to CBPP. See 
Appendix C for other state 
budget details including 
measures taken in hard hit 
Arizona, California and 
Nevada. 

remaining surplus in the general improvement fund 
will be spent. The acts include appropriations of $60 
million for projects selected by the Legislature and 
$742.2 million for those chosen by the executive 
branch. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Stimulus 

The ARRA establishes a new federal fund called the State Fiscal Stabilization 
Fund, which provides money to states to help address budget shortfalls. The 
ARRA also increases money available to states through existing federal 
programs, such as Medicaid and Title I funding for public schools. 
 

Nationally about $135 
billion to $140 billion of the 
$787 billion in federal 
ARRA funding is designed 
to help states with budget 
shortfalls. The money is 
expected to cover about 
30% to 40% of state 
budget shortfalls, 
according to the CBPP. 
Virginia has used its 
stimulus funding to 
reverse planned cuts, 
including Medicaid 
reimbursement for 
hospitals and funding for 
universities. The money 
also allowed the state to 
keep open three mental 
health facilities and avoid 
laying off 310 deputy 
sheriff's positions.  
New York is using its 
funds to maintain drug 
coverage for seniors and 
funding for hospitals and 
nursing homes. It also is 
helping the state avoid 
cutting $1.1 billion in 
funding for K-12 
education,  community 
colleges and tuition 
assistance.  

Over the next two years, the state of Arkansas is 
expected to receive $2.14 billion in federal funding 
through the ARRA. Of that, $443.8 million will come 
from the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund. The ARRA 
requires at least 81.8% (about $363.1 million) of that 
to be used for K-12 and higher education. The 
remaining 18.2% (approximately $80.8 million) can 
be used for public safety and governmental services. 
 
The remaining $1.69 billion of the ARRA funding will 
come to the state through a variety of federal 
programs, including $617.3 million in Medicaid 
reimbursement for 2009-11, $351.5 million for 
improvements to highways and bridges, $145.2 
million for Title I education programs and $121.7 
million for special education grants. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Stimulus - continued 

Arizona is using $20 
million to restore child care 
subsidies for low-income 
families. Georgia is using 
its stimulus to avoid 
funding cuts for school 
districts. Maryland 
avoided cuts to schools 
and colleges, as well as 
700 potential layoffs. 
 
States such as South 
Carolina, Louisiana and 
Alaska have attempted to 
reject certain portions of 
stimulus funding. 
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Health 
      Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Expanded Health Programs 

Iowa increased the 
income eligibility level for 
its State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program 
(SCHIP) from 200% of the 
federal poverty level to 
300% and established 
some cost sharing 
measures for families 
between 150% to 300% of 
poverty.  
 
Texas considered a 
measure to increase the 
number of children in its 
SCHIP  program by 
increasing the number of 
times per year children are 
allowed to enroll. The 
measure failed. 

   
While Arkansas used part 
of its tobacco tax increase 
to begin covering adult 
dental care through 
Medicaid, California 
chose to end adult dental 
coverage as part of that 
state's effort to deal with 
its budget crisis.   
 

The Legislature passed the tobacco tax increase 
with the intent that it would pay for a variety of health 
programs, particularly a $28 million a year statewide 
trauma system. Act 393 (SB315) amended the 
existing trauma system statute. The bill specified that 
the Health Department would distribute trauma 
system funds with input from a 20-member Trauma 
Advisory Council and the approval of the State 
Board of Health. It also identified groups of health 
care providers, such as hospitals and ambulance 
services, that would be eligible for trauma system 
funds.  
 
Arkansas is now one of 26 states that fund statewide 
trauma systems, according to the American College 
of Surgeons, which develops national guidelines for 
trauma care and evaluates state trauma systems. 
Arkansas is one of seven states that use tobacco tax 
revenues to fund their trauma systems. 
 
ARKids First 
The tobacco tax increase will also support an 
expansion of the state's ARKids First program. 
Previously, ARKids covered children in families with 
incomes up to 200% of the federal poverty level (up 
to $44,100 for a family of four). Act 435 (HB1700) 
expands eligibility to 250% of the poverty level (or 
$55,125 for a family of four). About 8,000 more 
children will now qualify for the state and federal 
health insurance program. The change is expected 
to cost the state about $9.6 million over the next two 
years. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Autism 

Nevada, New Jersey, and 
New Mexico passed laws 
requiring insurance 
companies to cover 
treatments up to $36,000.  
Montana and 
Connecticut passed 
legislation covering up to 
$50,000 for some children. 
Colorado passed a 
coverage requirement law.  
 
Prior to 2009, eight states 
had insurance coverage 
requirements for autism 
treatments in place. 

SB913 would have required health benefit plans to 
cover the diagnosis and treatment of autism 
spectrum disorders up to $50,000 annually. The 
covered treatments would have included applied 
behavioral analysis, a type of intensive autism 
therapy. The bill did not become law. 
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Human Services 
      Other State Measures       Arkansas Measures 

Child Protection and Foster Care Programs 
A number of states 
reduced funding for foster 
care and other children's 
services as a way of 
dealing with state budget 
shortfalls. In Arizona, for 
example, the Department 
of Economic Security laid 
off 800 workers, including 
159 of its child-protection 
staff. Arizona also ended 
state-funded services for 
developmentally disabled 
children and cut child care 
subsidies for the families 
of 18,000 children. (The 
state, however, was able 
to use federal stimulus 
funds to restore the child 
care subsidies.) 
 
The Ohio Department of 
Jobs and Family Services, 
which manages child care 
services funding, child 
welfare, and child support, 
cut 14% of its positions. 

The state's child maltreatment law was revamped by 
Act 749 (SB464), which placed the maltreatment 
statute in a new code chapter and organized each 
subchapter around a separate stage of the child 
maltreatment procedure. Substantive changes to the 
law include: 

• Providing due process before an offender's name 
is placed on the Child Maltreatment Central 
Registry. 

• Stating that nothing in the act is subject to 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA). (Act 675 [SB494] established parameters 
for public disclosure of information on fatalities 
and near fatalities in instances of suspected child 
maltreatment.) 

• Adding employees of child safety centers and 
attorneys ad litem to the list of people required to 
report suspected child maltreatment. 

• Permitting the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) to develop and implement triage 
procedures for screening out reports of child 
maltreatment and making referrals for services 
when children are not at risk of imminent harm. 

 
Act 674 (SB493) increased the amount of public 
disclosure permitted and required for information 
related to deaths and near deaths of abused children. 
Act 674 requires DHS to post to its website certain 
details of child fatalities or near fatalities that have 
been reported to the child abuse hotline. Those 
details include:  
 
• The age, race and gender of the child 
• The date of the child's death or near death incident 
• Allegations or preliminary cause of death 
• Generic relationship of the alleged offender to the 

child 
• The agency conducting the investigation 
• Services that are currently being provided by  
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 
Child Protection and Foster Care Programs - continued 
  

DHS and those that have previously been 
provided. 

 
When a fatality has been reported, the law requires 
DHS to include the child's name in the posting. In the 
following situations, the law requires DHS to release 
similar information upon request: 
 
• When a child abuse hotline report is received on a 

child in DHS custody. This includes abuse that 
may not have caused death or near death. 

• When a child in an out-of-home placement dies, 
regardless of whether the death is the subject of a 
child abuse hotline report. Out-of-home placement 
does not include juvenile detention. 

 
The Division of Children and Family Services' 
program was appropriated an additional $3.1 million 
in general revenue. Act 1496 (SB276) appropriates 
funding for 57 more positions than the division had in 
the previous biennium. 

 



 

19 

 

Justice 
      Other State Measures       Arkansas Measures 

Corrections / Criminal Law  

Some states reduced 
corrections funding by 
closing prisons, reducing 
sentences, and increasing 
funding for drug treatment 
in hopes of deterring 
potential drug offenses. 
Those states include: New 
York, Kentucky, 
Colorado, Kansas, North 
Carolina, and 
Washington, according to  
Stateline.org. 

Maryland became the first 
state to protect the 
homeless under its state 
hate-crimes law.  

Nevada became the first 
state to pass legislation 
authorizing “veterans’ 
treatment courts,” or 
special courts that aim to 
help war veterans who 
have been charged with 
nonviolent crimes. Illinois 
passed a similar bill.  

Utah became the first state 
to specifically address 
“sexting,” the sending of 
sexually explicit material 
over cell phones. Minors 
will now be charged with  
misdemeanors instead of 
felonies. 

New Mexico abolished 
capital punishment.  

Act 1296 (HB1706) shields the state's execution 
policies and procedures from public access under 
FOIA. The bill allows only the choice of chemicals for 
lethal injection to remain publicly available.  
Act 332 (HB1040) makes choking or strangling 
someone carry the charge of aggravated assault, a 
class D felony.  
Act 333 (HB1041) adds aggravated assault on 
family or household members to the list of crimes a 
person may have committed in the past that will 
increase a current charge of third degree domestic 
battering to a felony offense.  
Act 331 (HB1038) makes violating an order of 
protection a class D felony if the offense occurs 
within five years of a previous order of protection 
violation.  
Act 194 (HB 1039) makes abusing a family member 
who is 60 or older or 12 or younger carry the charge 
of first degree domestic battery.  
Act 1409 (HB2271) adds sexual abuse advocates, 
rape crisis advocates, child abuse advocates and 
victim assistance professionals to the list of people 
required to report suspected child abuse and 
neglect. 
Two related bills targeted the state's DNA database 
and the use of DNA evidence. Act 974 (HB1473), 
requires that a DNA sample be taken from all people 
arrested on charges of capital murder, first degree 
murder, kidnapping, and first and second degree 
sexual assault. The law changes the current practice 
of collecting DNA samples from felons upon 
conviction.  Act 1444 (HB1058) eliminates the 
statute of limitations on rape charges when DNA 
evidence is available.  
 
Three other bills seeking to strengthen the state’s 
criminal statutes failed. HB1578 would have 
established restrictions on sex offenders' computer  
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      Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 
Corrections / Criminal Law -continued 

Nebraska made lethal 
injection the state’s 
method of execution.  
Maryland strengthened 
the evidence required for 
the death penalty. 
Measures to end the death 
penalty were defeated or 
vetoed in Colorado, 
Montana, New 
Hampshire, and 
Connecticut. 

use if the offenders used a computer or Internet to 
facilitate their crimes. HB1545 sought to change the 
definition of stalking and allow stalking victims to sue 
their stalkers for civil damages. HB1713 would have 
increased the crime of indecent exposure from a 
class C felony to a class D felony if the exposure 
was perpetrated by an employee of the victim's 
school or school district. 
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      Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Immigration 

The federal REAL ID act 
of 2005 requires state 
motor vehicle divisions to 
verify a person's legal 
status before granting a 
driver's license. States are 
responding to the 
provisions of the act in 
various ways. Maryland 
passed legislation 
preventing illegal 
immigrants from getting 
driver’s licenses. 
Oregon’s legislature 
passed a bill banning the 
state from spending any 
more money on REAL ID 
requirements until the 
federal government steps 
up funding. Missouri's 
General Assembly passed 
a similar bill. At least 18 
states have passed laws 
or resolutions opposing 
REAL ID.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The most extensive immigration legislation proposed 
was HB1093, which failed. That bill would have: 
• Invalidated immigrants' driver's licenses when 

their visas expired and required immigrants to 
document that they are in the country legally 
when they renew their driver's licenses. 

• Made it a Class D felony to knowingly conceal, 
harbor, transport, or shelter an illegal alien. 

• Prohibited illegal immigrants from receiving 
scholarships and in-state tuition discounts. 

• Created a Fraudulent Documents Identification 
Unit within the Arkansas State Police. 

• Required jail officials to make "a reasonable 
effort" to determine the citizenship status of 
prisoners who have been arrested for Driving 
While Intoxicated or a felony. 

• Required public employers, their contractors and 
subcontractors to register with and use a resident 
status verification system. 

• Required state agencies to verify that people 
applying for public benefits are in the U.S. legally.

• Required contractors who do not verify an 
employee's work authorization to withhold state 
income tax at the top marginal income tax rate. 

 
Enhanced driver's license and ID cards 
Act 786 (HB1860) requires the expiration date of 
driver's licenses and state-issued identification cards 
to coincide with the expiration of documentation 
granting immigrants legal U.S. entry. 
 
Act 1308 (HB1978) sets up a state system for 
issuing and renewing "voluntary enhanced security 
driver's license and identification cards," which 
requires the state to verify that an applicant is in the 
U.S. legally. The measure is meant to ensure that 
Arkansas complies with the federal REAL ID Act, 
which becomes effective December 31, 2009. The 
federal law requires state motor vehicle divisions to 
verify a person's legal status before granting a 
driver's license. Residents of states that do not 
comply would be prohibited from using their state- 
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      Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 
Immigration - continued 

 issued drivers' license to board airplanes or enter 
federal buildings. Act 1308 allows applicants to 
choose between a voluntary enhanced driver's 
license that includes a status check and the 
traditional driver's license that does not. 
 
Withholdings 
Another immigration bill targeted employers who hire 
illegal workers. HB1929, which failed, would have 
required employers who pay workers in cash but do 
not deduct the appropriate amount of withholdings to 
pay triple the amount that they would have otherwise 
paid. 
 
Contractor licensing 
HB1383, which failed, would have allowed the 
Contractors Licensing Board to suspend or revoke 
the license of contractors who employ workers they 
know are in the U.S. illegally. The bill would have 
protected contractors who use the federal E-verify 
system to check a worker's status. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Weapons 

Tennessee considered, 
but did not pass, 
legislation exempting that 
state’s handgun license 
records from public 
review. Virginia passed 
legislation that would allow 
an exemption from FOIA 
for data on concealed 
carry permit holders. 
Successful measures in 
South Carolina and West 
Virginia exempt the 
names of permit holders 
from those states' FOIAs. 
 
Texas considered two 
measures to expand the 
types of places where 
guns are allowed, but both 
bills failed. Louisiana 
considered a measure to 
allow gun license holders 
to bring a gun onto college 
campuses, but the bill 
failed. Tennessee passed 
bills to allow license 
holders to take their 
weapons into restaurants 
and into state and local 
parks.  
 
Montana exempted the 
state’s gun manufacturers 
from federal regulations 
knowing that the 
legislation will likely invite 
a federal response. 

Act 1291 (HB1623) allows the release of names and 
zip codes of people permitted to carry a concealed 
weapon but protects other personal information from 
FOIA.  
 
Act 1495 (HB2160) bans the sale of toy guns that 
look real. 
 
Several other gun-related measures failed: 
 
HB1237 would have eliminated churches from the 
list of nearly 20 places where guns are prohibited. 

 
HB1097 would have allowed a licensed gun holder 
to bring a gun on a college or university campus as 
long as the gun remained in the person's parked 
vehicle.  

 
SB768 would have eliminated the local 
governments' authority to regulate firearms during 
declared states of emergency.  
 
HB2184 would have allowed a person to openly 
carry a weapon for self defense. This bill was sent to 
interim study. 
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Social Policy 
       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Abortion 

Georgia passed the 
country’s first law that 
allows human embryos to 
be formally adopted by 
prospective parents the 
same way a baby can be 
adopted. Kansas, Ohio 
and North Dakota now 
require clinics to post 
notices informing women 
they cannot be coerced 
into having an 
abortion. Kansas and 
North Dakota also have 
new laws requiring doctors 
to offer women 
considering abortion the 
option of viewing an 
ultrasound photo of the 
fetus before they make 
their decision. In Kansas, 
the law requires only the 
ultrasound image be 
offered if it is being done 
for medical reasons.  
Utah passed a “fetal pain” 
bill that requires doctors to 
offer women the option of 
receiving anesthesia for 
the fetus before an 
abortion. The state also 
put more restrictions on 
late-term abortions 
where the baby might 
have survived outside the 
womb, but Utah also made 
it easier for sexual assault 
victims to get emergency 
contraception.  

Act 196 (HB1113) makes the performing of a partial-
birth abortion a Class D felony mirroring current 
federal law, and establishes penalties for physicians 
who perform them.  
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Gay Marriage 

Already legal in 
Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, three more 
state legislatures voted to 
legalize same sex 
marriage. Vermont, 
Maine, and New 
Hampshire lawmakers 
approved bills to recognize 
same sex marriage.  
The matter is also being 
decided by state courts. In 
April, the Iowa Supreme 
Court legalized same sex 
marriage in that state, 
while the California 
Supreme Court in May 
upheld the voter-approved 
ban on gay marriage. 
 
Nevada joined seven 
other states in offering 
domestic partnerships or 
civil unions. 

HB2176 attempted to prohibit cities or counties from 
creating domestic partnership registries. The bill did 
not pass.  
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Transportation  
       Other State Measures       Arkansas Measures 

Highways / Rail 

According to Stateline.org, 
Idaho enacted a $57 
million-a-year package to  
pay for road repair and 
created a task force to 
explore new revenue 
sources for roads. 
Vermont approved a 2% 
increase in the wholesale 
price of gasoline to raise 
money for transportation 
projects.  
North Carolina 
lawmakers canceled plans 
to drop the state’s gas tax 
to help plug a gap in the 
state transportation 
budget.  
Colorado hiked vehicle 
registration fees to raise 
about $250 million a year 
for transportation.  
Iowa agreed to borrow 
$830 million for 
transportation, with the 
bonds paid off from casino 
gambling profits.  
Ohio lawmakers approved 
a $7.6 billion 
transportation bill. 
North Dakota and 
Oklahoma boosted 
transportation spending 
without increasing taxes. 

Act 374 (HB1551) established the Arkansas Blue 
Ribbon Committee on Highway finance to 
recommend ways to generate transportation funding.
 
Act 1391 (HB1782)  called for a feasibility study and 
engineering report to expand the South Central High 
Speed Rail Corridor from Texarkana, Arkansas to 
Memphis, Tennessee. The studies will be financed 
with $100,000 of general improvement funds. 
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       Other State Measures        Arkansas Measures 

Driving Safety 

Texting 
Including Arkansas, 13 
states and Washington 
D.C. ban all drivers from 
texting while driving. 
Several other states 
prohibit school bus drivers, 
young drivers or 
inexperienced drivers from 
texting while driving. 
 
Seatbelts 
Florida, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin passed 
primary seatbelt laws in 
2009. Colorado, Kansas, 
Missouri, Vermont, and 
Nevada introduced similar 
measures, but those 
measures failed. With the 
addition of Arkansas, 
Florida, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin, 31 states now 
have primary seatbelt 
laws. Texas passed a 
measure requiring seat 
belts to be worn in the 
back seats of vehicles. 
 
Helmet law  
The Missouri legislature 
repealed that state's 40-
year-old helmet law, but 
the measure was vetoed. 

Cell phones and texting 
Twin measures — Act 247 (SB28) and Act 197 
(HB1119) — ban drivers under 18 from using their 
cell phones while driving except in an emergency. 
The acts allow drivers 18 to 21 to use a cell phone 
while driving, but only if the driver is using a hands-
free device. Teen cell phone use while driving is a 
secondary offense, meaning teens cannot be 
stopped for violating this law alone. The measures 
call for a warning citation for the first offense and a 
$50 fine for the second.  
 
Act 181 (HB1013) banned all drivers from texting.  
 
Teen driving restrictions 
Two other acts that placed new restrictions on teen 
drivers are Act 394 (SB309), which expands the 
state's graduated driver's license law, and Act 807 
(SB826), which sets new limits on young drivers with 
hardship licenses. Under Act 394 drivers with an 
intermediate license (those between 16 and 18 years 
old) cannot drive with more than one unrelated minor 
in their car and cannot drive between 11 p.m. and 4 
a.m. Act 807 applies restrictions against cell phone 
use, multiple minor passengers, and late night 
driving to young drivers with hardship licenses. 
 
Primary seat belt law 
Act 308 (SB78) made not wearing a seat belt a 
primary offense. The legislation allows police to stop 
drivers solely for not buckling up. Having adopted a 
primary seat belt law, the state is now eligible for 
$9.5 million in federal grant funds for highway safety 
programs. 
 
Helmet law 
SB29, which did not pass, would have required all 
motorcyclists to wear a helmet unless they can 
document that they have at least $10,000 in health 
insurance coverage. The bill was the latest attempt 
to restore the state's helmet law, which was repealed 
in 1997. The bill was referred to interim study. 



 

28 

 APPENDIX A 

APPENDIX A:  K-12 Budgets in Selected SREB States  
Using $513 million in federal recovery funds, Alabama increased its 2010 
education budget by 7.2% over its 2009 budget. The state increased its 
foundation funding for schools by 4.4%, including a 9.9% increase in funding for 
school nurses. The Legislature decreased funding for at-risk students by 6.6%, 
and student transportation funding declined by 2.1%. The state Education 
Department's budget was reduced by 13.6%. Reductions included funding for 
programs such as distance learning and English as a second language, and the 
elimination of the teacher mentoring and principal leadership programs. 
Facing a $750 million budget shortfall, Delaware considered cutting teacher and 
higher education faculty salaries by 8% and eliminating three days of 
professional development. Also proposed was the elimination of a transportation 
program for pupils outside the public school system along with an after-school 
initiative.  
The approved K-12 budget in Florida will increase 14.7%. The increase is 
comprised of a decrease in state funds of 6.2% offset by federal recovery 
funding. Formula funds will increase by 5%.  
A Louisiana proposal would decrease the state's general revenue budget by 
14.7% to $8.1 billion. Under this plan, general revenue funding for K-12 
education would decrease by 5%. Programs proposed for cuts include a teacher 
incentive program that rewards teachers for improvements in student 
achievement, reducing stipends for board certified counselors, and reducing 
funding for school support staff, such as social workers and psychologists. 
In Maryland, state funding for schools will increase 2.4% with the help of $295.9 
million in federal recovery funds. That increase will fund a 22.1% increase in the 
state contribution to teacher retirement, a 8.4% increase in student transportation 
funding and an additional $48.4 million to ensure that all school districts receive 
at least a 1% increase in state funding.  
North Carolina is considering a proposal to cut $144 million in foundation funds 
to public schools, but has encouraged districts to use federal stimulus funds to 
offset reductions. The proposal would include cuts to educational administrative 
staff, school bus replacement, school technology, and non-instructional school 
employees. 
Tennessee expects to receive $1.4 billion in federal recovery funds to shore up 
the current budget shortfall of $1.2 billion. About $122.5 million of the federal 
funds will go to K-12 education for the current year and another $100.6 million 
would go to higher education. For 2009-10, Tennessee expects a 7.5% decrease 
in state funds, but an additional $2.2 billion in federal recovery funds. State 
funding for K-12 education would be cut by 4.6%, but that reduction is expected 
to be offset some by $417.7 million in federal recovery funds.  
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Even with an additional $413.2 million in federal recovery funds, Georgia's 2009-
10 K-12 education budget is still expected to be down 11% from its 2008-09 
budget. To cut spending, lawmakers eliminated funding for some classroom 
supplies and funding for foreign language instruction. Nearly $50 million in 
dropout prevention funding was redirected to the local school system budget. 
Funding for school nurses, regional education service agencies, career and 
technology education, and bonuses for National Board certified teachers was 
reduced. 
State funding for K-12 education for 2009-10 in Kentucky will increase by about 
1.1% above 2008-09 levels. 
 
Primary Source: SREB Legislative Report, May 2009 and June 2009 
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APPENDIX B 

APPENDIX B:  Higher Education Budgets in Selected SREB States 
Universities in Alabama will receive a 6.4% funding increase, as a result of $101 
million in federal recovery funds. Total funding for community colleges for 2010 
remains at 2009 levels, even with an additional $17.7 million in recovery funds. 
In Delaware, proposed higher education budgets are targeted for a 3% cut. 
The Florida four-year university system will see a 3.3% funding increase, which 
includes $133.9 million in federal recovery funds and an 8% increase in tuition for 
in-state students. Funding for community colleges will decrease slightly. At the 
same time, lottery funds for scholarships are expected to decline by 4%. 
State funding for higher education in Georgia was reduced by 9.6%, but the 
state expects to receive $92.6 million in federal recovery funds. The state also 
changed the Fixed for Four student tuition program, making incoming freshman 
subject to tuition increases. New fees were also established. Two scholarship 
programs were eliminated, but lottery proceeds are expected to rise, increasing 
the amount of funding for the state's lottery-supported HOPE scholarships. 
Kentucky increased its 2009-10 higher education funding by 1.6% above its 
2008-09 levels. The state will use $8.5 million from reserve funds to fully fund the 
Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship program. Lawmakers did not 
change funding levels for two other financial aid programs.  
Louisiana has proposed reducing higher education general funding by 20.1%. 
Two Louisiana scholarship programs, however, would receive increased funding. 
North Carolina has recommended increasing funding for community colleges 
just 1% above the 2008-09 appropriation. Other proposed strategies include 
adding 65 new nursing faculty positions, expanding vocational and technical 
programs, providing $2.5 million to help workers attain additional job training, and 
offering $3 million in new funding for colleges with significant enrollment 
increases. The proposal calls for four-year institutions to receive 1.2% less than 
the 2008-09 appropriation in 2009-10. Reductions are sought from non-need 
based grants for independent colleges and a 3.6% funding cut for the University 
of North Carolina System. At the same time, a 20% increase in need-based 
financial aid is recommended.  
Maryland approved a 1.7% increase in funding for its state colleges and 
universities and a 4.8% increase for community colleges. Federal recovery 
funding enabled the state to freeze tuition rates for in-state students at four-year 
schools. 
In Tennessee, a proposed 6.9% decrease in state funding for higher education 
institutions is expected to be offset to some degree by $185.2 million in federal 
stimulus funding. Also proposed is the use of $289.1 million from the state's 
lottery to provide student financial aid and pre-kindergarten programs. 
Primary Source: SREB Legislative Report, May 2009 and June 2009 
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APPENDIX C 
 

APPENDIX C:  Other State Budgets 
 
Most states have suffered from declining revenues. Particularly hard hit were 
Arizona, California, and Nevada.  
 
To deal with a $1.6 billion shortfall in its 2009 budget, Arizona laid off hundreds 
of workers and established furlough programs for remaining state workers. The 
state cut child-care subsidies (but later reversed that decision, using $20 million 
in stimulus funding), ended state-funded programs for developmentally disabled 
children, and closed three state parks. The state is considering cutting education 
funding by 5%, an idea that caused Tucson to announce layoffs for 600 teachers.  
 
To deal with an anticipated $3 billion gap in its 2010 budget, Arizona is 
considering a temporary 1 cent increase on the state sales tax. Arizona is also 
considering borrowing against future lottery proceeds and selling state assets to 
raise cash. Despite the budget shortfalls, there is some push to eliminate a state 
property tax.  
 
In February California developed a plan to deal with what was estimated to be a 
$42 billion budget shortfall for 2009 and 2010. Legislators approved $12.5 billion 
in new taxes, including an increase in the state's annual car registration tax, and 
$15 billion in spending cuts. 

 
Lawmakers cut K-12 education budgets by $2 billion and reduced higher 
education budgets. State employees were furloughed one day a month and cuts 
to the state prison budget will result in the release of nonviolent offenders. 
 
California voters also considered six ballot measures designed to address the 
state's severe budget problems, but only one passed. Among other actions, the 
ballot proposals would have: 
 
• Imposed new spending limits and expanded a rainy-day reserve  
• Provided funding to public schools  
• Allowed the state to borrow against future lottery revenue 
• Changed the way some tobacco settlement funding could be spent 
 
After the ballot measures failed, other proposed cuts have included steps such 
as reducing the school year by a week and a half, cutting thousands of public 
school jobs, ending health insurance for 250,000 children, and releasing 38,000 
prisoners. 

  
To address a $1 billion expected budget shortfall, in a budget totaling less than 
$7 billion, Nevada considered deep spending cuts, including a 6% salary cut for 
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teachers and state employees and a 36% funding cut for higher education 
institutions. That proposal was negotiated down to a 12.5% higher education cut 
and a 4% reduction in K-12 teacher pay.  Also agreed to was a furlough for state 
employees one day a month — the equivalent of a 4.6% pay cut. Finally, the 
state passed $781 million in temporary tax increases, including a $5 tax on 
prostitution services. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

APPENDIX D:  Lottery Scholarship Requirements 
General Requirements for All Lottery Scholarship Recipients 

Arkansas and U.S. resident (or permanent resident alien) 
Baccalaureate degree 
Associate degree 

Accepted at an approved institution of 
higher education1 for study that leads to a: 

Certificate from a qualified certificate program 
Enrolled in the minimum number of hours for full time or part time under the statute 
Has not earned a baccalaureate degree 
Has completed a FAFSA 
Signed drug-free certification 
Not incarcerated 
Not delinquent on student loans or owing a refund 
U.S. Selective Service compliant 
 

Type of Student Eligibility Criteria 
Completed 
Smart Core 
curriculum 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  
OR  
Scored at least 19 on the ACT 

Traditional Students 
(students who enter 
college within a year 
of graduating from an 
Arkansas high school)  

Did not 
complete 
Smart Core 
curriculum 
(until 2013-2014) 

Minimum 2.5 GPA  
AND 
Scored at least 19 on the ACT OR scored 
proficient on state end-of-course 
assessments2 

Traditional students 
graduating from an 
Arkansas high 
school that is listed 
as having inflated 
grades   
 
Students with 
Individual Education 
Plans 

Minimum 2.5 GPA 
AND  
Minimum score of 19 on the ACT OR scored proficient on 
end-of-course assessments.  
 

Students who 
graduated from a 
private school, out-
of-state high school, 
or those who were 
home schooled. 

Minimum score of 19 on the ACT 

                                            
1 A nursing school student who is not enrolled in an approved institution of higher education may apply for a 
non-lottery-funded scholarship.  
2 There are 3 assessments until the 2013-14 school year and 4 assessments beginning that year. 
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Other Eligible 
Students 

Criteria 

Non-traditional 
students (students 
who do not qualify as 
traditional students. 
This includes part-
time students.) 
Students with a GED 
must qualify under 2 
or 3.  

3 Opportunities: 
1) High school transcript with a 2.5 GPA; 
2) ACT score of 19; or 
3) Has completed at least 12 semester hours in courses 
of 3 or more hours each, with a 2.5 GPA or better. 

Students currently 
enrolled in college 
within 25% of 
completion of an 
associate or 
baccalaureate 
degree. Other 
students currently 
enrolled in college 
must qualify as non-
traditional students. 

A 2.5 GPA for completed college credit. 

Earn-back (students 
who had a scholarship 
but lost it.) 

May regain eligibility one-time; if lost for GPA - complete 
15 hours (6 hours for part-time students) with a 2.5 GPA 
after losing the scholarship; if lost for not completing a 
sufficient number or hours - complete the required 
number of hours during the summer term at the student's 
own expense.  

Continuing eligibility Continuing eligibility requires: 
satisfactory academic progress;  
continuous enrollment at an institution of higher 
education;  
completion of remedial courses within the first 30 hours; 
and maintaining a minimum 2.5 GPA. 
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APPENDIX E 
 

APPENDIX E:  Tobacco Tax Programs 
 
Included in the package of health programs benefiting from the tobacco tax 
increase are: 
• $20 million to $28 million annually for a trauma system 
• $3.6 million to $6 million annually for ARKids First 
• $10 million annually to support federally funded community health centers, 

which provide medical care on a sliding fee scale 
• $5 million annually for Medicaid substance abuse treatment for children and 

pregnant women 
• $5 million annually for home- and community-based services 
• $3 million to $4 million annually to create a satellite campus of the University 

of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in northwest Arkansas 
• $3.8 million annually for the "Step-Up Coalition" a group of 30 organizations 

attempting to advance policies to stop tobacco use 
• $3.4 million to $4 million annually for the UAMS Area Health Education 

Centers, which serve as medical clinics and offer primary care medical 
residency programs for training physicians 

• $2 million to $3.5 million for AR HealthNetworks, a state and federally 
supported program that allows small businesses to offer limited health 
insurance benefits to low-income workers 

• $2.7 million annually for Medicaid dental coverage for adults 
• $2 million to $2.7 million annually for coordinated school health programs 
• $1.7 million annually for the Health Department's Influenza Immunization 

Campaign 
• $1.5 million for autism treatment and coordination 
• $1 million for the Hunger Coalition 
• Nearly $1 million annually for the Arkansas Health Data Initiative 
 


