


ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT
OF RURAL SERVICES

January 30, 2015

The Honorable Larry Teague
State Senator

Joint Budget Cammittee Chair
One Capitol Mall, 5th Floor
Littfe Rock, AR 72201

Dear Senator Teague:

The Arkansas Department of Rural Services would fike to submit to the Joint Budget Committee the
proposed Rural Community Development Grants for Cycle If of Fiscal Year 2015 pursuant to Section 12
of Act 116 of the 2014 Fiscal Session. We respectfully request the committee to review the proposed

funding recommendations and give approval for funding.

The attached funding recommendations were approved hy the Arkansas Rural Development
Caommission on lanuary 22, 2015,

Please let me know if you have any questions,
Sincerely,
Amy Fecher

Director

Cc: Representative Lane Jean, Chair
Kevin Andersan, Bureau of Legislative Research

Attachments
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Arkansas Rural Community Grant Programs
Contact: Amy Fecher, 501-682-6011

Programs:
The Arkansas Rurai Community Grants are made up of the following programs with examples of eligibie

projects noted:

Arkansas Rural Community Development Grant

& Construction or renovations to publicly owned buildings {civic, community, recycling, senior and youth
centers, libraries, museums, etc.);
& Parks and other recreational facilities (baseball and softball fields, landscape/beautification projects,

pichic areas, jogging/walking trails, etc.).

Arkansas Rural Community Fire Protection Grant

& Construction of new fire facilities;

v Purchase of fire protection equipment and/or vehicles;

G Rehabilitation/Retrofitting of newly acquired equipment and vehicles;
L Renovation of existing facilities

Grant Review Process:

Each grant application is date stamped and assigned a control number upon receipt to the Department of Rural
Services {DRS). The grants are then reviewed in the order they are received. The reviewer uses a standard
checklist to review each application. Applicants submitting their applications prior to the application deadline
are notified of application deficiencies and are given the opportunity to submit additional materials prior the
application deadiine. Applicants postmarking their application on the date of the deadline are eligible and are
reviewed by the same process, but are not allowed to submit material to eliminate any deficiencies. All
complete applications as of the application deadline are then checked against the previous grant awards
database to determine if the community currently has an active grant. Applications are then entered into a
database to generate lists and total requests. Copies of complete and eligible applications with a
computerized listing are then forwarded to a six-person review committee made up of members of the
Arkansas Rural Development Commission (ARDC) appointed by the ARDC Chairperson. The ARDC Grants
Review Committee meets and reviews the grants with staff members with their recommendations.
Recommendations are entered into the grant database and a listing of all complete and eligible gramt
applications with funding recommendations is forwarded to all members of the ARDC. The ARDC then meets,
discusses the recommendations, and approves final funding recommendations that are forwarded to the
Governor for approval.

Cycle I FY15 Information:

Amount Availabte for Distribution for Community Develobment and Fire Protection Grants: $155,631.73
Total Dollars Requested from Complete and Eligible Applicants: $155,631.73

Amount Requested under the Community Development Program: $42,525.00

Amount Requested under the Fire Protection Program: $113,106.73
















