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you for the opportunity to provide input as you
er the adequacy of the public education

cognize and appreciate the recent progress in
of increases in teacher salaries and additional

agree that constant review and adjustments are
sary to maintain adequacy, as noted by Special
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- Most recent independent review of educational
cy in Arkansas was a desk audit (Odden and Picus)

eve that periodic independent reviews provide the
skature with additional new evidence based ideas for their
ration when determining what is required for an

jate and equitable education.
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mmendation:

Initiate on the ground independent study of
educational adequacy that will provide
valuable research based options to consider
when determining what is required to
provide an adequate and equitable
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15:1 Teacher/Student ratio
25:1 Teacher/Student ratio

evealed students from smaller classes performed
antly higher than students from larger classes

ai study also showed higher level of performance magnified
ow income and minority students
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bec mf proficient in reading, to help determine
the value of reducing class sizes in the early grades
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ict may exist between staff allotted in Matrix and staff
red by Standards of Accreditation

20 per class 5 teachers
3 — 23 per class average 15 teachers
25 per class average 4 teachers

Total 24 teachers
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LA

n in model K-12 school, there are problems with
fing per the Matrix vs. Standards of Accreditation
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‘eacher Staffine

‘_J\_‘"""her issue is whether or not it is realistic that all
‘necessary certifications to teach the required
ework can be met with the Matrix allocation

districts seem to have a disadvantage staffing
the Matrix allocations

nmendation:

ate a study of actual school staffing to determine the
onship between the number of teachers funded
gh the matrix and the number of staff positions
lired to meet the Standards for Accreditation
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and Picus recommended 3.3 Special Education
hers per 500 students

\pril 24, 2018 Resource Allocation Report showed

)¢ gl the Special Education teacher line in the Matrix to at
least 3.0 Special Education teachers per 500 students.
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- We recognize and appreciate the legislature adding just
b4 million in funding to the Special Education High

SUrrent high cost districts.
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3t Special Educations students until need is fully
mnet.
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| purposes for students at-risk to improve
ruction and increase academic achievement

y allowable expenditures, which sometimes
5 to fill in gaps in foundation funding.
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iﬁ» flunds were originally intended to support.
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er Salaries

igh the recent passage of Act 170 of 2019
her Salary Enhancement Act) along with the

W
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funds are made available to districts.
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- Cost of LLiving Adjust

=

COLA added to Matrix funding from 2009 through
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| any new requirements placed on districts

r-
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y: dvisory Committee on Public School Academic

jership Program funding should be an annual
dgeted amount of approximately $90 million

e has not been a full assessment of public
ol facilities in well over 10 years

5175 per sq. ft. Funding Factor, established in
U8, is insufficient at today’s construction costs
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fnendations:

| de for a full assessment and update of the
~ actual public school facilities and their current
~condition across the state

[he cost per square foot Funding Factor needs to be
evised to match current construction costs
nplement all remaining recommendations

itted by the Advisory Committee on Public
ol Academic Facilities, July, 2018
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nts in Arkansas considering the
following topical areas: Mental Health and

and P! ysical Security.
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ditional personnel, equipment, or facility
aty improvements are required for districts to
the recommendations from the Arkansas

Arkansas School Boards Association Student Focused Leadership Hm‘»,i‘

g new challenges and coming to school
r heavy burdens of anxiety and stress.

~impaired with depression symptoms.

» Unfortunately, if their issues are not addressed,
learning and school safety suffers.

>ounselors, school psychologists and social

workers can support teachers and aid students

who are struggling emotionally or are troubled.
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yerty assessment in Pulaski County,
school board members and
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of its property assessment in Pulaski
County and be prepared to provide
riate remedies to ensure the greatest

Monitor developments in the Walmart appeal

lity possible for school district funding.
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preciate the hard work the Education
ittees have put into providing adequate and
itable education for the children of Arkansas.

, we appreciate the opportunity to present our
hts, concerns and recommendations to you as
onsider the adequacy of the public education
tem in our state.

SBA is always eager to work with you to move
rkansas forward
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