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A critical consideration for reopening schools is the epidemiology of COVID-19 in children.2 There is evidence that, compared with adults, children are 3-fold less susceptible to infection, more likely to be asymptomatic, and less likely to be hospitalized and die. While rare reports of pediatric multi-inflammatory syndrome need to be monitored, its association with COVID-19 is extremely low and typically treatable.
School closures have many profound consequences on children that cannot be overlooked.3 These include regressions in academic gains, heightened depression and anxiety symptoms, greater digital dependence, and numerous unmet social needs.4-6
As nearly 27 million workers depend on schools for childcare, prolonging school closures will also preclude the United States from effectively reopening and sustaining the economy. Health officials must begin working now with teachers, parents, superintendents, and local governments to advance the conversation regarding school reopening. 
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“...all policy considerations for 
the coming school year should 
start with a goal of having 
students physically present in 
school”

-American Academy of Pediatrics
COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School Re-entry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
School policies must be flexible and nimble in responding to new information, and administrators must be willing to refine approaches when specific policies are not working.
It is critically important to develop strategies that can be revised and adapted depending on the level of viral transmission in the school and throughout the community and done with close communication with state and/or local public health authorities and recognizing the differences between school districts, including urban, suburban, and rural districts.
Policies should be practical, feasible, and appropriate for child and adolescent's developmental stage.
Special considerations and accommodations to account for the diversity of youth should be made, especially for our vulnerable populations, including those who are medically fragile, live in poverty, have developmental challenges, or have special health care needs or disabilities, with the goal of safe return to school.
No child or adolescents should be excluded from school unless required in order to adhere to local public health mandates or because of unique medical needs. Pediatricians, families, and schools should partner together to collaboratively identify and develop accommodations, when needed.
School policies should be guided by supporting the overall health and well-being of all children, adolescents, their families, and their communities. These policies should be consistently communicated in languages other than English, if needed, based on the languages spoken in the community, to avoid marginalization of parents/guardians who are of limited English proficiency or do not speak English at all.


https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
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What is Arkansas Ready for Learning?
• A plan for return to onsite instruction that allows flexibility 

for learning options in case interruptions occur.
• Support for districts to prepare for the start of the new 

school year.
• An opportunity for teachers, parents, students and the 

community to engage in the planning with school districts.
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What do we expect from every district? 
1.A system of Blended Learning that allows the student to 

continue learning grade level or content standards through an 
educational plan that leverages both technology-based and 
face-to-face instructional approaches.

2.Flexibility to implement onsite or remote teaching and 
learning and to pivot as necessary.

3.Support for districts, teachers, parents and students to 
innovate and adapt to new learning opportunities. 8



Why Arkansas Ready for Learning?

Because we believe that all students can 
learn anytime, anywhere, if given the right 
supports.
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Statewide Support for Blended Learning
State Supported Options: Districts may choose to use the state-provided digital content options and 
Learning Management Systems through approved digital providers. Districts must provide technology 
access and connectivity options 

■ K-12 digital content and LMS option paid with state CARES Act funds
■ CTE options for digital content and LMS paid with state CARES Act funds
■ Digital content and LMS options through Virtual Arkansas or Home Grown options
■ Training for Blended Learning available through Team Digital and Office for Innovation in Ed 

Diagnostic Assessment: Use of a diagnostic assessment to provide instructional support for educators. 
■ State Supported Options: Districts may choose to expand their K-2 assessment choice to include 

grades 3-8 to provide adaptive and diagnostic assessments for instructional purposes only.  10
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Next Steps
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● Additional Details for the return to onsite instruction
● Continued collaboration with the ADH
● Statewide Guiding Coalition continued work
● Continued meetings with stakeholders
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