
Page 1

2022 Adequacy Study
WAIVERS
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2022 ADEQUACY REPORT

2022 Waivers Report

• Introduction/Overview

• Waivers in Other States

• Waiver Pathways in Arkansas

• Waivers and Expenditures
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Overview
• Use of waivers since early 2000s

• Last expansion in 2019

• 2021 – 11,427 waivers

• 813 of 1,038 schools with waivers

• 195 of 235 districts/all charters

• 78% enrolled students
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Pathways
Achievement Expenditures
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Waivers in Other States
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Waivers in Other States

• Much less common – TN, Texas and KY most like AR

• Usually for charter schools or schools of innovation

• Sometimes from school year or class size

• Several states have waivers for teacher licensing for 
individuals (as does Arkansas) but those not considered in 
this report
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Waiver Pathways
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5 Distinct Pathways

• Conversion Charters

• Public Open‐Enrollment Charters

• Schools of Innovation

• Act 1240 of 2015/ Act 815 of 2019

• Digital Learning Programs
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Public Open‐Enrollment Charters
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District Conversion Charters
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Conversion Charters
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Conversion Charters
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Schools of Innovation
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Act 1240 Waivers
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Digital Learning Programs

• Granted to existing schools (not new LEAs)

• Valid through 2022, 2023 or 2024 school years

• 611 schools in 161 districts 
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Digital Learning Program
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Waiver Pathways and 
Expenses
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Expenses
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Region Avg. # Waivers

Lower Delta 17

Central 16

North Central 9

Upper Delta 8

Northwest 9

Southwest 7
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