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Arkansas General Assembly  

Education Committee | Joint Meeting 

December 14th, 2015 

I’m Able. It’s Possible.  

Mission: 
 

Providing college-capable high school students 

with the tools and mentorship to successfully apply 

to and succeed in college. 
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$600 billion  

in lost GDP 

resulting from  

low-income 

students not 

enrolling in college 

65% 

51% 

8% 

of jobs will require more than 

a high school degree by 2020 

of all U.S. students are 

considered low-income 

of low-income students will 

earn a college degree by 25 

Arkansas ranks 

48th 

in the country when 

measuring college 

graduation rates. 

65% 

32% 

39% 

of Arkansas students enroll in 

college overall 

of minority students enroll in 

college 

of students in Arkansas 

graduate from college 
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Only 28%  

of Arkansas residents 

hold a post-secondary 

degree. 

7% 

14% 

7% 

Associate’s Degree 

Bachelor’s Degree 

Graduate or Professional 

Degree 

 A post-secondary 

degree creates a direct 

fiscal increase of 

$117,500  

in state and local taxes 

over an average lifetime. 

$52k 
Increase in state income 

taxes 

Increase in local property 

taxes 

Increase in state and local 

sales taxes 

$38k 

$27k 
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State and local 

governments in 

Arkansas will miss 

out on $152 billion in 

potential tax revenue 

as a result of its 

current college 

attainment rate. 

1000:1 
Average low-

income student to 

counselor ratio 
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9 minutes 
Average amount of 

college-counseling 

time a low-income 

student receives a year 

Just 1 in 10 people from 

low-income families earn 

a college degree. 

50% 
of students nationally did not 

meet a single college-readiness 

benchmark  

of Arkansas students who met 

all college-readiness 

benchmarks 

of Arkansas students needed 

remedial classes during their 

first year of college 

20% 

50% 
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Gabriel Fotsing 

Founder & CEO 

 

The College Initiative By The Numbers 

76% 

$23k 

90% 

of students are first-

generation college students 

median household income of 

TCI families 

students of color 

99% 

90% 

70% 

of seniors graduate from high 

school 

of seniors go to college 

of college students remain 

on-track to graduate 
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The Program Model 

Academic Prep 

College Knowledge 

Standardized Test Prep 

Financial Aid Prep 

Social Knowledge 

Where We Work 

Cross County HS East Poinsett County HS 

Earle HS Marked Tree HS 

Forrest City HS 
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I’m Able. It’s Possible.  


