
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, DIVISION OF PROTECTIVE HEALTH CODES 

SUBJECT:  2018 Arkansas Plumbing Code 

DESCRIPTION:   In addition to the many engineering and quality standards updates 
and the new materials that have been added, below is a list of the most prevalent changes 
from the 2006 Plumbing Code to the 2018 Plumbing Code Draft. 

403.2 Separate facilities: This code requires separate facilities to be provided for men 
and women. The exceptions have been amended for larger numbers of occupants to be 
able to utilize a single restroom before a separate facility are required.  

Exception #2 changed to increase the minimum occupancy load by from 15 to 25 before 
separate facilities are required for each sex.  

Exception #3, “mercantile occupancies maximum count for a single restroom,” was 
changed from 50 to 100.  

403.2.1 Family or assisted-use toilet facilities serving as separate facilities: This 
segment has been added approving the use of two family or assisted-use facilities to serve 
as gender separate facilities where only one water closet each is required. In short, these 
restrooms may serve as an addition male or female restroom as needed.  

403.3.4 Location of toilet facilities in malls: Changes include that the required number 
of facilities calculations be based on occupancy load and not square footage.  

410.1 Approved: Water dispensers (bottle fillers) have been added as a substitute for 
drinking fountains.  

410.2 Small Occupancies: This code was added to exclude drinking fountain 
requirements in occupancies of less than 25 persons.  

421.5.2 Shower linings: The addition of sheet applied and liquid trowel applied shower 
lining materials.  

427.1 Hand-wash sinks in Examination Rooms: Hand wash sinks required in medical 
examination rooms.  

601.5 Rehabilitation of piping systems: This is a new code provision approving epoxy 
lining systems meeting the specified standards, for pressure water piping rehabilitation.  

603.2 Separation of water service and building sewer: This code segment has been 
revised to allow water service and building sewer to be installed in the same ditch where 
building sewer is constructed of materials listed in Table 702.2.  
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SECTION 715 VACUUM DRAINAGE SYSTEMS: This is a new code section 
approving Vacuum drainage systems.  
 
SECTION 716 REPLACEMENT OF UNDERGROUND SEWERS BY PIPE-
BURSTING METHODS: This is a new code section approving an alternate method of 
sewer pipe replacement.  
 
903.5 Location of vent terminal: In this segment, “3” replaces “2” as the minimum size 
primary vent. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  A public hearing was held on this rule on November 18, 2020.  
The public comment period expired November 18, 2020.  The agency indicated that it 
received no public comments.  
 
Lacey Johnson, an attorney with the Bureau of Legislative Research, asked the following 
question and received the following response: 
 
Q.  Where do the new definitions of “minor repairs” and “tepid water” come from?  
 
RESPONSE: The [“minor repairs”] definition originates in the Arkansas Plumbing Law 
§ 17-38-302 (3), repairs exempt from licensing. “Minor repairs consisting of repairing 
minor working parts of plumbing, fixtures, or the removal of stoppages.”   This updates 
the definition from the 2006 Code. 
 
The [“tepid water”] definition comes from the American National Standards Institute / 
International Safety Equipment Association  (ANSI / ISEA Z358.1/2014) which is 
referenced in Section 411 Emergency Showers and Eyewash Stations of the International 
Plumbing Code, but not specifically defined. 
 
The proposed effective date is pending legislative review and approval. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule does not have a financial 
impact.  
 
LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The State Board of Health has oversight over the safety 
and sanitation of “the construction, installation, and maintenance of plumbing in 
connection with all buildings in this state,” as well as general supervisory authority over 
“all plumbing[.]”  Ark. Code Ann. § 17-38-201(a)(1), (2)(A).  The Board of Health “shall 
prescribe and publish and enforce minimum reasonable standards that shall be uniform as 
far as practicable.”  Ark. Code Ann. § 17-38-201(a)(2)(A). 
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