
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF DEVELOPMENTAL 

DISABILITIES SERVICES 

SUBJECT:  Division of Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS) Manual Extension 

DESCRIPTION: 

Statement of Necessity 

The rule was initially promulgated to sunset on December 31, 2021; however, the public 

health emergency is ongoing, therefore the Division of Developmental Disabilities 

Services amends the termination date to extend the sunset date to the end of the federal 

public health emergency, including any extensions.  

Rule Summary 

The Director of the Division of Developmental Disabilities Services (DDS) amends the 

COVID-19 Response Manual to extend the sunset date of three provisions from 

December 31, 2021 to the end of the federal public health emergency, including any 

extensions.  The suspension of rules for the Adult Developmental Day Treatment and 

Early Intervention Day Treatment concerning attendance payments is extended.  The 

community and employment support waiver rules that are suspended temporarily modify 

provider types to all Qualified Behavioral Health Paraprofessionals employed by 

Outpatient Behavioral Health Service Agencies to provide Supportive Living Services, 

including Supplemental Supports to PASSE members.  Also, the suspended rules allow 

an extension for reassessments and reevaluations for up to one year past the due date as 

well as allow the planning meeting to occur virtually/remotely and allow an electronic 

method of sign-off on required documents.   

DDS allows the suspended rules concerning Well Checks to end on December 31, 2021.  

Lastly, the suspension on prohibition of using nursing services provided outside an Early 

Intervention Day Treatment Clinic and an Adult Developmental Day Treatment Clinic 

and the expansion of allowable services to be done in a home setting will end on 

December 31, 2021.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No public hearing was held on this proposed rule.  The public 

comment period expired on November 8, 2021.   The agency indicated that it received no 

public comments. 

The proposed effective date is January 1, 2022. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule does not have a financial 

impact. 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The Department of Human Services has the 

responsibility to administer assigned forms of public assistance and is specifically 
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authorized to maintain an indigent medical care program (Arkansas Medicaid). See Ark. 

Code Ann. §§ 20-76-201(1), 20-77-107(a)(1).  The Department has the authority to make 

rules that are necessary or desirable to carry out its public assistance duties. Ark. Code 

Ann. § 20-76-201(12); see also Ark. Code Ann § 20-10-203(b). The Department and its 

divisions also have the authority to promulgate rules as necessary to conform their 

programs to federal law and receive federal funding. Ark. Code Ann. § 25-10-129(b).  
 
 
















	Exhibit U - DDS Manual Extension
	Exhibit U Document

