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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF DEVELOPMENTAL 

DISABILITIES SERVICES 

SUBJECT:  Developmental Therapy Services Medicaid Manual Section II 

DESCRIPTION: 

Statement of Necessity 

The Division of Developmental Disabilities Services amends the Developmental Therapy 

Services Medicaid Manual to conform to other division Medicaid manuals and create a 

clearer and more readable manual.  It also aligns the requirements with existing federal 

regulations under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

Rule Summary 

The proposed rule: 

 Changes the name of services from “rehabilitation therapy” to “developmental

therapy”;

 Reorganizes the manual into sections mirroring other Division of Developmental

Disabilities Services Medicaid manuals;

 Updates the table of contents to reflect new document organization;

 Directs that therapeutic activities must include the parent, family member, or

other designated care giver;

 Removes billing procedures that are covered in other Medicaid manuals; and

 Provides clarification concerning minimum requirements for:

o Service documentation;

o Prescription for developmental therapy services;

o Qualifying diagnosis or developmental delay criteria; and

o Individual service plan content.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  A public hearing was held on this rule on April 28, 2022.  The 

public comment period expired on May 9, 2022.  The agency provided the following 

summary of the public comments it received and its responses to those comments: 

Commenter’s Name:  Holly Johnson, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Medicaid Fraud 

Control Unit, Office of Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge 

1. Pursuant to the directions outlined for public comments in the April 7, 2022,

Memorandum (Developmental Therapy Services Manual Section II), please find the 

following response to the proposed rule revisions: 

I recommend adding language under 202.000, Developmental Therapy Service 

Documentation, as part (B), to match language in the Outpatient Behavioral Health 

Services (OBHS) II Manual. The language is in OBHS, Section 226.100 
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(Documentation), parts A and E. The recommended language to be added under part (B) 

service documentation is: 

 

A. Must be individualized to the beneficiary and specific to the services provided 

duplicated notes are not allowed; and 

 

E. The setting in which the services were provided. For all settings other than the 

provider’s enrolled sites, the name and physical address of the place of service 

must be included. 

 

The highlighted (underlined) parts are the most important. 

 

RESPONSE:  Thank you for your comment. A new Section 202.000(B)(4) of the 

Developmental Therapy Services Manual will be added that states, “A description of the 

setting where the developmental therapy service is provided, which must include a 

physical address;”. The current Section 202.000(B)(4) and (5) will be changed to become 

Section 202.000(B)(5) and (6) respectively, with Section 202.000(B)(6) being changed to 

read “Written progress notes signed or initialed by the person(s) providing the 

developmental therapy service describing the client’s status with respect to his or her 

IFSP goals and objectives; duplicative or cut and paste progress notes are not permitted.” 

 

2.  In addition, as to deleting 215.100 – Extension of Benefits, is this section generically 

addressed somewhere else with respect to requesting benefit extensions, approval or 

denial of such requests, and obtaining appropriate forms, e.g.? 

 

RESPONSE: Thank you for your comment. There is no Medicaid funded extension of 

benefits available for developmental therapy services. 

 

The proposed effective date is July 1, 2022. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule has no financial impact. 

 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The Department of Human Services has the 

responsibility to administer assigned forms of public assistance and is specifically 

authorized to maintain an indigent medical care program (Arkansas Medicaid).  See Ark. 

Code Ann. §§ 20-76-201(1), 20-77-107(a)(1).  The Department has the authority to make 

rules that are necessary or desirable to carry out its public assistance duties.  Ark. Code 

Ann. § 20-76-201(12).  The Department and its divisions also have the authority to 

promulgate rules as necessary to conform their programs to federal law and receive 

federal funding.  Ark. Code Ann. § 25-10-129(b). 
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