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We are making ACHANGE in Arkansas!

Transforming Communities, Strengthening Families, and Building Wealth

ACHANGE—the Arkansas Coalition of Housing and Neighborhood Growth for Empowerment—is a collective voice that
promotes quality, affordable housing and community economic development throughout the state of Arkansas.

The coalition focuses on the need for affordable housing solutions for Arkansas citizens.

ACHANGE supports education; provides training; encourages responsible growth and sustainability; and works to influence
public policy on issues related to affordable housing in Arkansas.
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Across Arkansas, there is a shortage of rental homes affordable and available to extremely low income households (ELI), whose incomes are at or
below the poverty guideline or 30% of their area median income (AMI). Many of these households are severely cost burdened, spending mare
than half of their income on housing. Severely cost burdened poor households are more likely than other renters to sacrifice other necessities like
healthy food and healthcare to pay the rent, and to experience unstable housing situations like evictions.

SENATORS: John Boozman and Tom Cotton
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Households and Available
Rentals

EXTREMELY LOW INCOME RENTER HOUSEHOLDS 115,342 -.. National LOW lncome
AFFORDABLE AND AVAILABLE RENTAL HOMES 57,585 HO“Slng COalltlon

Surplus (Deficit) of Affordable
and Availahle Rental Units

Arkansas
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In Arlcansas, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $ 1 6 2 7
S844. In order to afford this level of rent and utilities — without paying more e

than 30% of income on housing — a household must earn =2 220 monthly or PER HOUR
533,826 annually. Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this STATE HOUSING
level of income translates into an hourly Housing Wage of: WAGE

FACTS ABOUT ARKANSAS:

STATE FACTS

Minimum Wage $11.00 Miniurn Weg  Bedroom Wi Bace
Average Renter Wage $17.85
2-Bedroom Housing Wage $16.27
Number of Renter Households 393,163
Percent Renters 34%
HOUSING eI
MOST EXPENSIVE AREAS WAGE o 8
One bedroam FMR
Memphfs HMFA 519.85 Rent affordabsle at area

median incame (AME) 51 p 877

Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers MSA $17.88 Rent affordzble with full time

job paying mean renter wage

; 5 p % £17.69
Little Rock-North Little Rock-Conway HMFA $17.69 fant ifordabile ot 0% oF Akt
€17 19 Rent affordable with full-1
Texarkana HMFA 317.12 Pt syl
Hot Spnngs MSA £16.90 Rant affordable to 551 recipient

MEA = Metropalitan Statistical Araa: HMEA = HUD Meteo FMR Area.
* Rariked from Highest to Lowest 2-Bedmom Housing Wage Intludes District of Columbia and Puerta Rico.

WWW.NLIHC.ORG/OOR | © 2023 NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING COALITION




ARKANSAS

Arkansas

Combined Nonmetro Areas

Metropolitan freas
Fayetieville-Spaingdale-Rogars MSA
Fort Smith HMEA
Frankiin County HMFA
Grant County HMFA
Hat Springs MSA
Junesharn HMFA
Litthe River County HMFA
Litthe Rock-North Little Rack-Conway HMFA
Memphis HMFA
Pine Bluff MSA
Poinsett County HMFA
Texarkana HMFA
Coupties
Arkansas County
Ashley County
Baxter County
Beaton County
Boone County
Bradley County

National Low Income

Estimated Full-time - .. .
oot - i e e Housing Coalition

Hourly w neededte  minmum Manthily rerit affor Reder % ol tatal Tefiter alfardable neaded 1o

AR M e Eh W TR Jh dm  pemenel g
$16.27 $Bd4 131836 15 $75.063 £1.477 £22519 $563 353163 % $17:85 5928 0%
$14.13 £715 $29.381 13 $43,542 £1.589 £19.062 “n 123,799 % $14.62 5740 10
$17.88 1930 337200 14 392,400 2310 527,720 5653 76,160 38% 2397 31,247 o7
$15.33 797 $37,880 14 $65,700 $1,643 £19710 £493 6230 3% $16.36 5851 0%
§1185 §720 $28.800 13 $563.800 £1.595 19140 s479 1942 % $11.03 §573 13
$1537 §789 $31.560 14 $88,100 £2.200 526,430 £661 1.608 3% §1118 $580 14
31690 $87% $15,760 15 §72,500 £1813 £21,750 £544 13527 Yy S $16:02 $833 11
§1815 1840 $33,600 15 §76,800 $1.920 $23040  $578 17,398 2% 3154 3801 10
$13.85 720 $2BED0 13 §78.200 $1.955 £23.440 5587 914 9% $15.13 5787 05
$17.69 §920 435,800 146 §83,000 $2,075 £24.5900 £623 104,702 3% $18.15 5544 10
$19.85 $1.032 $41.2680 18 $81.000 52025 524,300 5608 1.94% 43% $1471 §763 13
31567 $815 §32.600 14 $73,100 £1.828 £21.930 £548 10,014 3% $16.82 5875 09
§13.85 720 $28.800 13 358,500 $1.443 $17.550  §439 K 7] 5% $15.44 4403 0%
§17.a2 $B50 $35.600 16 $468,600 $1.715 £20,580 §513 3 bBE 3% $1375 5713 12
§74.63 1781 $30,440 13 576,000 $1,900 £27,800 $570 2,195 3% §11.78 8613 12
£13.85 3720 $28,800 13 $63.100 $1.574 518,930 3473 1.900 6% §11.73 4610 12
$15.27 5794 $31,760 14 $40,400 $1.510 18,120 §453 4,584 % $15.54 §808 10
$17.88 3930 $37.200 14 §92,400 $2.310 827720 5693 33,398 3% 52068 51491 0.6
§13.85 §720 $26,800 13 567,000 §1.675 £20.100 3503 4487 W $14.67 §743 0y
§13.85 §720 $28,800 13 559,700 §1,493 $17,910 $448 130 5% 1445 §762 09

1: B8 = Bedroom

2LFMR = Fiscal Yoar 2023 Fair Market Rent,
3: This sl culstiom wses the hagher of the-county, state, or federl minimum wage, where applicble.
&AM = Fiscal Year 202 3 Anea Madian Income
5. Affondable ren

the genesally accepted standard

ot more than 30% of gross icome on gross housing

NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING COALITION



ARKANSAS

Calhoun County
Carroll County
Chicat County
Clark County

Clay County
Cleburne County
Cleveland County
Cotumbia County
Canway County
Craighead Courity
Crawfard County
Crittenden County
Cross County
Dailas County
Decha County
Drew County
Faulkiver County
Franklin County
Fulson County
Garland County
Grant County
(Groene County
Hampetead County
Hat Sping County
Haward Caunty
Indepandente County

National Low Income

i . Estimated Fulltime - ., .
iy S Vs e Housing Coalition
Houy w neededto  minkmum Manthly rent affardatila Renter % of tatal Tenter affordable needed 1o
necessary to flard 2EBR affard 2 e 1o affard Annual affardable 0% a0 households households wage almean affard
2 BR FME? FiR BMR FMR FhiR3 atAMIE aof AMI of AMI (2017-2021) (2017-2021) qmiqu renler wage 2 BR FMR
£15.62 5812 332480 14 $73,300 £1.833 $21,990 4550 226 15% 53278 £1,705 03
£139 5726 20,040 13 §73,600 £1.840 £22,080 3552 2,683 % 51124 584 12
£13485 5720 128,800 13 $49,800 £1.245 §14,%40 3374 1,287 % §12.49 $660 11
$13.85 §720 128,800 13 $69.400 §1.735 §20,820 $521 3253 A §12.50 §h50 11
§13.85 720 428,800 13 $5%,800 §1,495 $17,940 $449 1,808 %% 41554 SEOA 09
£14.94 5778 $31.020 14 §64.000 $1.400 $19,200 $480 2399 % §14.9% &T60 1.0
£15.47 5815 332,600 14 §73,100 £1.828 $21,930 4548 495 8% 51188 $618 13
£1385 5720 128,600 13 $61.900 £1.548 §1B.570 1464 2,198 8% §1520 5750 09
£1385 5720 £28,800 13 564,500 £1.613 £19,350 3484 2,787 1n% §11.865 L4046 12
$16.15 5340 $33,600 15 $76,B00 §1.920 §23,040 3378 17,398 2% §15.41 SB01 1.0
$15.33 997 531,880 14 563,700 §1,643 $19,710 3493 5430 1% 1247 §459 1.2
£19.85 §1.032 $41.260 18 581.000 §2,025 §24,300 608 7548 4a% §14n §745 13
214 5739 428,560 13 $49,300 §1,733 S20,790 3520 2176 Uk $1380 §718 14
51383 3720 128,800 13 §75,000 £1875 £22,500 1563 414 % §11.03 5574 13
$1383 5720 128,800 13 $50,800 $1.270 $15,240 33 1,727 % 31822 a7 08
£14.63 1781 $30,440 13 367,000 £1.675 £20,100 3503 2243 3% §132 LAEZ 11
£17.69 5920 $34,B00 14 483,000 £2,075 £24,900 5623 17,576 8% §14.82 LY 12
31383 3720 328,800 13 $63,600 £1.593 £19,140 3479 1952 Wk ol 573 13
51385 5720 128,800 13 $53,500 §1.338 §16,050 40 763 16% 1449 §764 0s
$16.90 3879 135,160 15 $72.500 §1.813 §21,750 3544 13,527 2% §1a.02 $E33 11
51517 3789 531,560 14 488,100 52201 526,430 $6a1 1,608 2% §11.16 $580 14
51427 §742 329,680 13 §65,200 £1.630 §19,560 $489 4026 e §14.43 £750 10
$14.77 5748 £30,720 13 $65,900 £1,698 £19,770 3494 239 % §15.61 §B12 08
£14.10 §733 129,320 13 567,700 £1.693 §20,310 3508 2,558 % §13.12 S682 11
£13.85 3720 $28,800 12 361,300 £153 §18,390 3440 1,661 2% 1197 §728 1.0
5139 3726 325.040 13 547300 £1.683 §20,190 $505 4.245 % $15.48 605 09
1: BR = Bedroam

2: FMIR = Fiscal Year 2023 Falr Market Rent.

3: This calculation wses the higher of the cunty, state, orfedeml minimum wage, where applicble.

& AMI = Fiscad Year 2023 hrea Median income
5. Mfardable rents represent the generlly accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross howsing

NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING COALITION
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Housing Unit Costs by Income, Arkansas Urban & Rural, 2022
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Homeless Students in Arkansas Schools, by Year
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Average Number of Months Waiting for Subsidized Housing
in Arkansas, 2012-2022
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rMaontha Spent Walting for HUD Subsidized Houslng, by Chisa, 2022
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Arkansans for Str

Implied Warranty of Habitability

Act 1052 of 2021 provides for implied residential quality standards (sound
structure, running and drinkable water, “available” electricity, heating and air
conditioning that is available at the beginning of the lease, and plumbing) but the
law does not include all of the legal elements of an “implied warranty of
habitability”.

However landlords are not require to repair or provide any provisions for repair.
The only remedy to a tenant is to move out of the property.

Act 1052 includes a non-waiver clause but no additional remedies or
anti-retaliation provisions.



Criminal Convictions-Failure to Vacate Statute l !ASC

1 'I'IS{]. g anmum I

Arkansas is the only state in the nation that makes a tenant’s breach of a civil
contract a crime. (Arkansas Code Ann. 18-16-101)

If the landlord files charges and the tenant for whatever reason does not attend
the arraignment, the tenant now has a failure to appear charge resulting in a
bench warrant for the tenant’s arrest.

Failure to pay rent can result in a criminal conviction.



HoUSed #_" National Low Income
Housing Coalition

1. Bridge the gap between income and housing cost by expanding rental
assistance. Today only one in four eligible households receive rental
assistance.

2. Expand and preserve the supply of rental homes affordable and accessible to
people with the lowest incomes.

3. Provide emergency rental assistance to households in crisis by supporting the
creation of a national housing stabilization fund.

4. Strengthen and enforce renter protections thereby decreasing housing
instability and homelessness.



