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During the COVID-19 pandemic, 27% of older 

adults reported a decrease in their alcohol use, 

14% an increase, and 59% had no change in 

their alcohol use.”

“Sixty percent of U.S. adults currently report drinking 

alcoholic beverages such as liquor, wine or beer, marking 

a decrease from 65% in 2019 when the measure was 

last tracked.”

Media loves “outrageous” alcohol news despite the facts



More News Keeps Coming



U.S. Rate of Chronic Liver Disease
1960 – 2019
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Liver Disease Death Rate

Source: www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hus/hus16.pdf#019 (Age-adjusted death rate per 100,000 population)

Not just alcohol, impacts on chronic liver disease include the shift to more concentrated forms of 

alcohol (hard liquor), diet/obesity epidemic, the opioid epidemic, excessive pharmaceutical use 

and basic demographics of aging. The top prescribed drugs in America all have documented 

negative impacts on the liver and recommend not consuming alcohol.

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hus/hus16.pdf#019


Shifting Consumer Demand
Who, Where and What People Drink

Over 2,329 state alcohol laws have changed since 2012. 

Fewer dry counties. Reverse Sunday sales ban (brunch 
bills) and more repeal efforts continue in 2021. Increased 
access for spirits across grocery and convenience 
channels. Cocktails to Go, Beer to Go and home delivery 
services finding permanency in State Houses.

Cultural acceptance of alcohol sales spreading into 
main street, barbershops, beauty salons, 
laundromats, libraries, zoos, theme parks, 
retirement homes, and many other nontraditional 
drinking places. Mainstreet vs. Bourbon Street.



Shifting Consumer Demand
Who, Where and What People Drink – Did we go too far?

100 years ago, the police were breaking up bootlegging 
operations around the country. Fast forward to today and 
the Washington, Post reports: The rise and fall of the Jack 
Daniel's committee: How D.C.'s police union lodge made 
thousands selling whiskey online. “The lodge bought a 53-
gallon barrel of whiskey for $11,000 at the Jack Daniel's 
distillery in Lynchburg, Tenn. The distillery put that whiskey 
into 240 bottles, and Kruggel had them engraved with the 
D.C. lodge's logo…

The FAA says its "investigations show that alcohol often 
contributes to this unsafe behavior," which is why FAA 
officials are calling for the end of to-go alcohol in airports 
around the country. They're also calling for airport police 
to arrest more people who are being unruly or violent.



Alcohol Is Consumption Is Consistent Over Time
“Do You Have Occasion to Drink Alcohol?”
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Source: Gallup Poll, 2021.



Source: Compiled by NBWA, 2021
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Beer Cider Wine Spirits

Between 2019 and 2020, even with 4%+ liquor growth in 2020, 1 extra drink per person per month



Average Weighted ABV for Malt Beverages
2015 to 2020
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Source: Compiled by NBWA, 2021



Same Total Consumption Patterns in United Kingdom 
Per Capita Consumption of Total Alcohol (15+)
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Total Per Capita Ethanol Consumption in Arkansas
Gallons of Beer, Wine and Spirits Equalized by ABV

2009 to 2020
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Total Per Capita Ethanol Consumption in Arkansas
Gallons of Beer, Wine and Spirits Equalized by ABV

By Month July 2009 to Dec 2020
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Source: State of Arkansas, Department of Finance and Administration, Complied by NBWA, 2021
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Colorado Monthly Per Capita Ethanol Supply
Gallons of Beer, Wine and Spirits Equalized by ABV

January 2016 to Present (May 2021)
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Source: https://cdor.colorado.gov/data-and-reports/liquor-data/liquor-excise-tax-reports and compiled by NBWA, 2021

https://cdor.colorado.gov/data-and-reports/liquor-data/liquor-excise-tax-reports


Illinois Monthly Per Capita Ethanol Supply
Gallons of Beer, Wine and Spirits Equalized by ABV

January 2012 to Present (July 2021)

Source: NBWA and https://www2.illinois.gov/rev/research/taxstats/LiquorGallonageReports/Pages/default.aspx
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Selected States LDA Population Growth Rates 
2012-2020

-1.0%

-0.5%

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Arkansas Colorado Illinois Texas

Source: US Census CPS and  Compiled by NBWA, 2021



0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

3,500,000

4,000,000

4,500,000

5,000,000

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68 70 72 74 76 78 80 82 84

AGE

Fewer new drinkers 
and fewer new 

workers

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates and NBWA 2021.

U.S. Population by Age
2020 (329.5 million people)

3 out of 4 people are 21+

Two generations at formidable transition points in 

their lives that will shape alcohol market and 

policy 

86 million 188 million 54 million 



0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

45,000

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68 70 72 74 76 78 80 82 84

AGE

Fewer new drinkers 
and fewer new 

workers

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates and NBWA 2021.

Arkansas Population by Age
2020 (3.1 million people)

3 out of 4 people are 21+

Two generations at formidable transition points in 

their lives that will shape alcohol market and 

policy 

87K 1.2 million 536K



Demographics Are Destiny

Fayetteville median price $265K

Austin Roundrock median price $515K
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Access to Alcohol is Expanding!

Fast Food Nordstrom'sBed, Bath and Beyond

Zoo Taprooms Movie Theaters

Whole Foods

LaundromatsOn the street



Even at The Library 



Tech Jobs Posting around the Country



Total U.S. Alcohol Beverage Manufacturing Permits 
Continue to Grow Across All Segments
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Over 32,000 alcohol manufacturers in 
U.S. Despite COVID-19. Policy changes, 
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Source: U.S. TTB and Compiled by NBWA, 2021



U.S. Tax and Trade Bureau Permitted Brewery Count
12,928 Total Permits 2021 Q2

State Count State Count State Count

Alabama 71 Kentucky 119 North Dakota 31

Alaska 70 Louisiana 68 Ohio 508

Arizona 169 Maine 209 Oklahoma 91

Arkansas 75 Maryland 181 Oregon 436

California 1,481 Massachusetts 311 Pennsylvania 662

Colorado 571 Michigan 619 Rhode Island 51

Connecticut 168 Minnesota 295 South Carolina 140

Delaware 50 Mississippi 28 South Dakota 61

DC 16 Missouri 219 Tennessee 198

Florida 513 Montana 130 Texas 543

Georgia 197 Nebraska 76 Utah 55

Hawaii 48 Nevada 79 Vermont 108

Idaho 116 New Hampshire 135 Virginia 434

Illinois 412 New Jersey 191 Washington 645

Indiana 290 New Mexico 155 West Virginia 38

Iowa 151 New York 692 Wisconsin 364

Kansas 84 North Carolina 519 Wyoming 55

Source: NBWA, Industry Affairs and U.S. TTB 2021.



U.S. Tax and Trade Bureau Permitted Brewery Count
396 New Permits YTD 2021 Q2

State Count State Count State Count

Alabama 3 Kentucky 1 North Dakota 0

Alaska 4 Louisiana 0 Ohio 26

Arizona -1 Maine 12 Oklahoma 3

Arkansas 5 Maryland 5 Oregon 8

California 16 Massachusetts 18 Pennsylvania 43

Colorado 10 Michigan 14 Rhode Island 0

Connecticut 6 Minnesota 9 South Carolina 9

Delaware 3 Mississippi 3 South Dakota 3

DC -1 Missouri 7 Tennessee 2

Florida 13 Montana 2 Texas 17

Georgia 11 Nebraska 3 Utah 1

Hawaii 4 Nevada 8 Vermont 2

Idaho -2 New Hampshire 0 Virginia 14

Illinois 7 New Jersey 5 Washington 18

Indiana 13 New Mexico 4 West Virginia 3

Iowa 2 New York 26 Wisconsin -1

Kansas 6 North Carolina 28 Wyoming 4

Source: NBWA Industry Affairs, and U.S. TTB 2021.



The Economic Impacts of Alcohol Beverage Industry
Arkansas 2020 $4.9Billion Impacts + $1Billion in Taxes

Direct Impacts Jobs Wages Economic Impacts

Brewery 377 $10,435,800 $165,533,000

Winery 116 $5,751,600 $39,730,700

Distillery 642 $51,966,500 $874,671,800

Wholesale 1,602 $104,146,800 $406,138,300

Retail 7,698 $190,910,900 $521,619,400

Total Direct Impact 10,435 $363,211,600 $2,007,693,200

Supplier Impact 6,954 $382,013,400 $1,639,586,100 

Induced Impact 7,191 $317,810,000 $1,334,874,500 

Total Impacts 24,580 $1,063,035,000 $4,982,153,800 

Taxes Paid Tax Collections

Federal Business and Personal Taxes $260,615,90

State and Local Business and Personal Taxes $512,132,600

Federal Excise Taxes $72,405,700

State Excise Taxes $26,899,400

Other State and Local Taxes $135,049,200

Total Business and Excise Tax $1,007,102,800

Source: John Dunham & Associates: New York



Thank You

Lester Jones, Chief Economist, NBWA

ljones@nbwa.org

Twitter @joneslester
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