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Focus of ABC

Eligibility Criteria:

 Family gross income is 200% or less of federal poverty level

 Children that are considered to be at risk for academic 
failure



ABC Program Models

Center Based High Quality Early Learning:
 Staff Qualifications 

Teacher - degree in early childhood or child development 

Paraprofessional - minimum of child development associate degree

 Assess Quality of Learning Environments – Level 5 requirement

 Low student-to-teacher ratio 

infants 1:4, toddlers 1:7, preschool 1:10

 Instructional time - 178 days, 7 hours per day

 Staff Professional Development - 30 hours annually 

*Average of 3,300 trainings provided with 45,000 EC participants yearly

Training Areas:  Social Emotional Development, Cognitive Development, Physical 
Development and Health, Language Development, Emergent Literacy, 
Mathematical Thinking, Science and Technology, Social Studies and 
Creative and Aesthetics



ABC Program Models
Home Visiting High Quality Learning:                 

– Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY):  
Ages 2-5 

– Parents as Teachers (PAT):  Birth-to-5

Home educators visit homes to provide and support parents with 
educational enrichment activities for their children.

Group connection opportunities enhance parenting skills and 
networking.

Health and developmental screenings are

included.

Resources provided for families include 

– Books for home library,

– Learning materials, and

– Tools to support development and growth. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jW9AXN4a0xI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jW9AXN4a0xI&feature=youtu.be


 Health (vision & hearing) and Developmental Screenings

 Meaningful Parent & Community Engagement Activities

 Curriculum aligned with the AR Child Development & Early 

Learning Standards: Birth through 60 months

 Formative Child Development Assessments

 Early Childhood Special Education Services

ABC Early Interventions 



ABC Funded Seats = 23,420 
Center and Home Visiting

PROGRAMS/AGENCIES

Total agencies:  239 (Center & Home Visiting)

School Districts:  137

Educational Service Cooperatives:  10

Community Based Early Childhood Education Programs:  72

Home Visiting:  26

Institutions of Higher Education:  2

ABC 2020-2021



2020-2021 ABC Center Based Seats
2020-2021 Center Based Seats

Set map colors here!  Simply 

format the cell fill color.  You 

will need to click "Populate 

Map Colors" again after 

changing colors.

Benton Carroll
Boone Marion

Baxter
Fulton

Randolph
Clay

Washington

Madison

Newton
Searcy

Stone
Independence

Sharp
Lawrence

Greene

Mississippi

Craighead

Poinsett

Jackson

Cross
CrittendenWhite

Cleburne
Van BurenPopeJohnsonFranklin

Crawford

Sebastian
Logan

Yell

Conway

Faulkner

Perry
Scott

Polk Montgomery
Garland Saline

Pulaski

Lonoke

Prairie

Woodruff

Saint Francis

Lee

Monroe
Phillips

Arkansas
JeffersonGrant

Sevier

Little River

Howard Pike

Clark

Hot Spring

Dallas

Cleveland

Lincoln
Desha

Drew

Chicot
Ashley

Calhoun
Bradley

Ouachita

Nevada

Hempstead

Miller

Lafayette

Columbia
Union

Izard

Show/Hide County Values

Reset Map Colors

Show/Hide 
County Names

Populate Map Colors

859 149
254 94 207

106
109

149

995 55 51 80 70

110
90

219 304

724
549

314

452

186408

110110
40414280

200

665 160
120

441
318

65
210

288

60

208

111
44

3073112

50248

107

174 50
570 256

185 69 403
78

218
229 51

215
0

40

55

95

170

98
220

192
20221

48
175

123

248 25

190 359



2020-2021 ABC Home Visiting Seats
2020-2021 Home Visiting Seats 
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ABC

https://arbetterbeginnings.com

https://arbetterbeginnings.com/find-child-care
https://arbetterbeginnings.com/find-child-care

