EXHIBIT B

SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON CITY, COUNTY, & LOCAL AFFAIRS
HOUSE INTERIM COMMITTEE ON CITY, COUNTY, & LOCAL AFFAIRS

MEETING JOINTLY

AUGUST 21, 2013

Senate and House [nterim Committees on

Affqlrs met
Wednesday, August 21, 2013 atf 3:30 p.m. i

Other members present were Sen
Williams; also Representatives [
“Prissy" Hickerson, Debra Hok
Frederick Love, and Nate St )

rd, Harold Copenhaver, Mary
rea Lea, Homer Lenderman,

Welcome by 'Ct
Representative cognized Mr. Chris Villines, Executive Director, Association
of Arkansas Counhes \C). Mr. Villines intfroduced Mr. Jeff Sikes, AAC Legislative
Director, who also attended the meefing. Mr. Villines told legislators healthcare is a
major focus of the conference because counties are struggling with changes made
by the federal government, which willimpact 15,000 county employees statewide,
plus the prison population housed in county jails. Mr. Villines said another important
topic during the conference is the cost of 911 funding. The annual cost to counties
collectively is $10 milion. He believes the 911 Blue Ribbon Committee created during
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the 2013 legislative Session will give counties an opportunity 1o review the 911 systems
for the possibility of consolidating resources and adding cost savings.

Mr. Jeff Sikes was recognized for comments. Mr. Sikes told legislators the AAC plans
to host regional meetings with state, county, and local officials to discuss the needs
of their communities. AAC staff will invite legislators to participate in meetings held in
their district.

Collecting Delinquent Rural Fire Department E
Representative Fielding recognized Represg
comments. Representative Hammer discus
positive effect a reduction in the Public Pro
on rural fire departments. He learned that a
from a 9 rating down to a 6 rating will produc
insurance premiums. He said research also sh
dues owed to rural fire departments statewi

nt Institute is the keystone program for UCA’s
campus with communities through fraining and

ong fraining sessions are provided to community leaders
als. Customized training for communities can also be
provided to business industry leaders. Technical assistance is provided to
communities to assist in survey development, asset mapping, planning assistance,
and implementation. Ms. Whitehead described community development as a long-
term process bringing together business and community leaders who work 1o
improve a community’s infrastructure. Leaders join fogether to assess, 1o develop a
strategic vision, to recruit industry, to grow business through enfrepreneurship, and o
expand and retain current business. The UCA program offers real-world training for
elected officials, city planners, chamber directors, economic development officials,
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and non-profit leaders. Ms. Whitehead said the program was created in 1987 and
has become nationally recognized. The program has been replicated throughout
the U.S.

Discussion of the Arkansas Depariment of Correction (ADC) Regional Maintenance

Program

Senator Irvin infroduced Ms. Michelle Williams, DepuTy Warden, North Central Unit,

Arkansas Department of Correction (ADC), and Mr‘ ant Harris, Assistant Director of

Institutions, ADC Ms. Williams described ’rhe Reglon ‘ance Program at her
° rews to communifies,

B men’r agencies, ond

support the program, which has been used b
preparation for special events; including cou)

have Iess than seven yeclrs remcunlng on their
he ADC staff. The inmates are closely

e population who are ineligible for the program. The
alico Rock. [t serves several surrounding counties,

assistance to's Aing rﬁmuniﬂes with as much as 10,000 man hours a month.

Mr. Grant Harris fold- gislo’rors there are additional Regional Maintenance programs
are located in MlSSISSIppI County, the Texarkana Regional Unit, the Wrightsville Unit,
Benton, and Pine BIuff. He said for fiscal year 2012, over 600,000 man hours were
provided by inmate labor for a cost savings to the state of $4 million.

Representative Fielding announced upcoming meetings of the commitiees
scheduled for Tuesday, October 1, 2013 in Magnolia, Arkansas and Wednesday,
October 2, 2013 in Camden, Arkansas.
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Senator Irvin told legislators she is preparing an Inferim Study Proposal io deveiop a
program in Arkansas similar to a program already implemented in the state of
Pennsylvania. The program is designed to help with problems with rural dirt roads
and to mitigate drainage problems in streams and culverts. She invited legislators
who are interested in this fopic to join her in the study.

Senator Irvin announced the rededication of the Greers Ferry Dam in Heber Springs,
which is scheduled for Thursday, October 3, 2013. =
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