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Stricken would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/21/97
81st General Assembly A Bill ACT 736 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1063

By: Representatives Flanagin, Ferrell, Broadway, Capps, Choate, Cunningham, Curran, Davis, Dietz, Faris, Ferguson, Goodwin,
Hogue, Johnson, Jones, Kidd, Lynn, Madison, McGehee, McGinnis, Miller, Molinaro, Pollan, Rorie, Schexnayder, Simmons, Judy
Smith, Terry Smith, Stalnaker, Teague, Thicksten, Trammell, Wagner, Willems, Wilkinson, Wren, Wooldridge, Bennett, Horn, Ingram,

Laverty, Roberts, and Wallis

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 16-21-106 TO REQUI RE
PROSECUTI NG ATTORNEYS TO NOTI FY VI CTI MS OF CRI TI CAL EVENTS
IN THE CRIM NAL JUSTI CE PROCESS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“TO REQUI RE PROSECUTI NG ATTORNEYS TO
NOTI FY VI CTI MS OF CRITI CAL EVENTS I N THE
CRI'M NAL JUSTI CE PROCESS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 16-21-106 is anended to read as foll ows:
"16-21-106. Assistance to victins and wi tnesses of crines - Victim of
crimes case coordinator

(a)(1) The several prosecuting attorneys and deputy prosecuting

attorneys shall, upon request, provide to a victimof a sex offense or an

of fense against a victimwho is a nminor, as both terns are defined in the Sex

and Child Offender Registration Act of 1997, and the inmediate fam |y nenbers

of all honmicide victins, whether or not they are witnesses in crinna

proceedi ngs, notice of critical events in the crimnal justice process, which

shall include but not be limted to, notice of notions or hearings to

establish or reduce bail or authorize other pre-trial rel ease from custody,

noti ce of proceedings in which any plea agreement may be submitted, notice of

trial, notice of sentencing. The several prosecuting attorneys and deputy

prosecuting attorneys shall also provide to a victimof a sex offense or an
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 HB 1063

of fense against a victimwho is a minor, and the i mediate fanily nmenbers of

all hom cide victinms, whether or not they are witnesses in crimna

proceedi ngs, notice of cancellation or postponenent of any critical event in

the criminal justice process.

(2) Avictimor imediate fanm ly nenber, who requests notice

under this section, shall provide the prosecuting attorney with current

address and tel ephone nunber. The address and tel ephone nunber of the victim

or the immedi ate famly nenber shall be exenpt fromthe Arkansas Freedom of

Information Act, 8 25-19-101, et seq.

(3) The notice shall include the date, tine, and place of the

def endant's appearance before a judicial officer

(4) The notice may be acconplished by providing the victim or

i medi ate famly nenber with a tel ephone number to a conputer notification

progr am

(5) Wen an imediate fan |y nenber has been charged with the

homi ci de, that person shall not be notified in accordance with this section.

(6) The Prosecution Coordinati on Conm ssion shall devel op

guidelines for the inplenentation of this section

—— (&) (b) The several prosecuting attorneys and deputy prosecuting
attorneys may provide the follow ng services to victins of crines and

wi tnesses of crinmes and the famly menbers of all homicide victinms, whether or
not they are witnesses in crimnal proceedings:

(1) Notify such persons that a court proceeding for which they
have been subpoenaed will not transpire as schedul ed;

(2) Assist such persons in obtaining protection from harm and
threats of harmarising out of their cooperation with | aw enforcenment and
prosecution efforts;

(3) Assist such persons in applying for financial assistance and
ot her social services available as a result of being a witness or victimof a
crime;

(4) Assist such persons in applying for any witness fees to which
they are entitl ed;

(5) Provide, when possible, a secure waiting area during court
proceedi ngs that does not require such persons to be in close proxinmty to the
defendants and fanilies and friends of the defendants;

(6) Assure that any stolen property or other personal property,
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As Engrossed: H2/21/97 HB 1063
ot her than contraband, belonging to such persons is expeditiously returned to
t hem when no | onger needed as evi dence;

(7) Intercede with such persons' enployers to assure that the
enpl oyers cooperate with the crinmnal justice process in order to mninmze
| oss of pay and other benefits resulting fromcourt appearances.
——{b}(c) In order to enable the prosecuting attorney to performthe
addi tional duties provided in this section:

(1) The prosecutor may request the county judge of the county to
designate or provide an appropriate roomor area in the county courthouse,
reasonably close to the courtroom to serve as a waiting area during court
proceedi ngs to acconmodate the families and friends of the defendantsvictins,
as provided in subsection (b) of this section; and

(2) The prosecutor may request the quorum court of the county to
provi de additional enployees for his office to be known as victimof crines
case coordinators at such salary as may be deternined by the quorum court, to

be in addition to any other position available to the prosecutor's office."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are
her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Flanigan, et a

APPROVED: 3-21-97
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