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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A Bl” ACT 75 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 35

By: Senator Beebe

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE TI TLE 20, CHAPTER 17
SUBCHAPTER 6 TO PROVI DE FOR A REG STRY OF ORGAN DONORS; TO
AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 20-17-602 TO CLARI FY THE MANNER I N
WHI CH ANATOM CAL G FTS MAY BE MADE, AMENDED, REVOKED AND
REFUSED, TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 20-17- 617 RELATI NG TO
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES OF CORONERS AND MEDI CAL EXAM NERS | N
FACI LI TATI NG PROCUREMENT OF TRANSPLANTABLE ORGANS AND
TI SSUE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"AN ACT CONCERNI NG ANATOM CAL d FTS."
BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 17, Subchapter 6 is anmended

by addi ng the follow ng new section:

"20-17-618. Organ donor registry.

(a) The Ofice of Driver Services of the Departnment of Finance and

Adm ni stration shall assist in establishing a registry of organ donors by

providing infornation to an organ procurenment agency created, organized, and

exi sting under the laws of the State of Arkansas. The information shall i st

persons who have agreed to make an anatonical gift as indicated on their

operator s or chauffeur s license. The information shall include the persons

nanme, address, sex, birth date, driver s license nunber, and any linitations

on the purposes of the anatonical gift.

(b) Access to the registry nmaintained by the organ procurenent agency

shall be provided to all other organ procurenent agencies |licensed, accredited

and approved under Arkansas law. Organ procurenent agencies may rel ease
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information fromthe registry to tissue banks that have witten agreenents

with the organ procurenent agency. However, infornmation obtained fromthe

registry shall not be distributed further to any other person or entity.

(c) Any person whose nane has been placed on the organ donor registry

may have his or her name deleted by filing the appropriate formwith the

O fice of Driver Services of the Departnent of Finance and Administration.”

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 20-17-602(h)is anended to read as foll ows:
"(h) An anatom cal gift that is not revoked by the donor before death
is irrevocabl e and does not require the consent or concurrence of any person

after the donor s death. However, if a person listed in 820-17-603(a) knows of

a contrary indication by the donor that the gift be revoked and nakes such

i ndi cati on known to a representative of the organ procurenent agency created,

organi zed, and existing under the laws of the State of Arkansas, then the gift

will only be effective upon the consent of a person listed in 820-17-603(a)."
SECTI ON 3. ARKANSAS CODE 20-17-617 is amended to read as foll ows:
"20-17-617. Procurenment of transplantable tissue - Coroners -

Procur ement agenci es.
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(a) The coroners and nedi cal examiners of the counties of Arkansas

shall make reasonable efforts to facilitate procurenent of transplantable

organs and tissues in coordination with organ recovery agenci es.
—{d> (b) Al organs and tissue procured in Arkansas shall be offered

first to Arkansas patients before consideration of out-of-state patients

unl ess that would be in conflict with federally mandated gui delines."

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.
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SECTI ON 6.

her eby repeal ed.

All

SB 35

laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

APPROVED: 2-04-97
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