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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/19/97
81st General Assembly A Bill ACT 871 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1650

By: Representatives Ferguson and Molinaro

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 6- 18- 702 TO ADD OTHER
DI SEASES AS DESI GNATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH TO
REQUI RED | MMUNI ZATI ON FOR SCHOOL CHI LDREN, AND TO ADD
| MVUNI ZATI ON AS A REQUI REMENT FOR ENROLLMENT | N CHI LD CARE
FACI LI TIES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
“AN ACT TO ADD OTHER DI SEASES AS
DESI GNATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
TO REQUI RED | MMUNI ZATI ON FOR SCHOOL
CHI LDREN, AND TO ADD | MVUNI ZATI ON AS A
REQUI REMENT FOR ENROLLMENT I N CHI LD CARE
FACI LI TIES. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 6-18-702 is anmended to read as fol |l ows:
"6-18-702. | mrunization.
(a) No infant or child shall be admitted to a public or private schoo

or child care facility of this state who has not been age appropriately

i mmuni zed from polionyelitis, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, red (rubeola)

nmeasl es, and rubella, and other diseases as designhated by the State Board of

Heal th, except as otherwi se provided by |aw, as evidenced by a certificate of

a licensed physician or a public health departnment acknow edgi ng the
i mruni zati on.

(b)(1) The responsibility for the enforcement of this section rests
equally with each school district of this state and the parent or guardi an of

the child or pupil, and each of them shall be separately and individually
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As Engrossed: H2/19/97 HB 1650
liable for permtting any violation of this section

(2) The Child Care Facility Licensing Division of the Arkansas

Depart nent of Human Services shall be responsible for enforcing this section

with respect to child care facilities. The Child Care Facility Revi ew Board

may pronul gate appropriate rules and regul ations for the enforcement of this

section. The owners or nmnagers of those facilities and any parent or

guardi an viol ati ng such regul ati ons shall be subject to the penalties provided
i n Arkansas Code 20-78-201, et seq.
(c) Regarding kindergarten through 12th grade, the The State Board of

Education, after having consulted with the State Board of Health, shal
promul gate appropriate rules and regulations for the enforcement of this
section by school boards, superintendents, and principals, and any schoo
official, parent, or guardian violating the regulations shall be subject to
the penalties inmposed herein.

(d) If, in the discretion of the health authority having jurisdiction or
of any physician licensed to practice by the Arkansas State Medical Board, any
person to whomthis section applies shall be deenmed to have a physica
disability which may contraindi cate vaccination, a certificate to that effect
i ssued by the health officer may be accepted in lieu of a certificate of
vacci nation, provided that the exenption shall not apply when the disability
shal | have been renoved.

(e) Any person found guilty of violating the provisions of this section
or the regul ations pronul gated by the State Board of Education and/or the

Arkansas Child Care Facilities Review Board for the enforcenent hereof shal

be guilty of a ni sdenmeanor

(f) The provisions of this section shall not apply if the parents or
| egal guardian of that child object thereto on the grounds that such
i mmuni zation conflicts with the religious tenets and practices of a recogni zed
church or religious denonination of which the parent or guardian is an
adherent or nmenber. Furthernore, the provisions of this section requiring
pertussis vaccination shall not apply to any child with a sibling, either
whol e bl ood or half blood, who has had a serious adverse reaction to the

pertussis antigen, which reaction resulted in a total permanent disability."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature

are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code
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As Engrossed: H2/19/97 HB 1650

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/ s/ Rep. Ferguson et al

APPROVED: 3- 27- 97
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