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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

815t General Assembly A Bill ACT 885 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1733

By: Representative Pollan

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND ARKANSAS CODE 9-28- 601 AND 603 PERTAI NI NG
TO THERAPEUTI C GROUP HOMVES AND | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG
PROGRAMS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
" PERTAI Nl NG TO THERAPEUTI C GROUP HOMES
AND | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG PROGRAMS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 9-28-601 is amended to read as foll ows:

"9-28-601. Legislative intent.

In a significant nunber of cases, the health, safety, welfare, and basic
enotional needs of children are not being met by renmaining with their
famlies. In certain situations, therapeutic group honmes and i ndependent
living prograns can provide the sense of structure, continuity, stability, and
the positive role nodels that are necessary for a child to becone a productive
citizen, and these alternative living environnents are far | ess expensive than
mai ntaining a child in the penal system Therefore, it is the intent of this
| egislation to establish therapeutic grouphomes and i ndependent [iving
progranms for youths in strategic areas throughout Arkansas for the purpose of

intervention."

SECTI ON 2. Arkansas Code 9-28-603 is anended to read as foll ows:
"9-28-603. Establishnment.

(a) The Division of Youth Services will issue requests for proposals

for contracts for the establishnent of therapeutic—grouphomes and i ndependent

living prograns.
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HB 1733
(b) The prograns shall
(1) Provide

— {2y Provide case managenent, adult supervision, and treatnment services
for participant youths, as outlined in an individual case plan;

3> (2) Provide a continuum of treatment services in order to enable
youths to be increasingly |ess dependent on public institutions and ultimtely

to live successfully without adult supervision;

£5) (3) Establish a mininmumof ten (10) independent |iving prograns

wi t hin Arkansas;

(6} (4) Miintain a record of all services provided in individual client
files;

A (5) Gather followup data on all participants for a mnimmof three
(3) years after termi nation of services for evaluation purposes; and

£8) (6) Provide an annual report to the division and the Jeint Senate

Committee on Children and Youth of the General Assenbly and the Subcomittee
on Children and Youth of the House Comnittee on Aging, Children and Youth,

Legislative and Mlitary Affairs summrizing outcone data in areas related to

educational achi evenent, enployment, and criminal justice contact of the

partici pants and other information as requested by the division."

SECTION 3. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 4. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 5. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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APPROVED: 3- 27- 97

HB 1733
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