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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/7/97
81st General Assembly A Bill ACT 963 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1950

By: Representatives Molinaro, Wren, Young, Bennett, Judy Smith, Roberts, Horn and Ingram

For An Act To Be Entitled
“AN ACT TO AMEND TI TLE 20, CHAPTER 16, OF THE ARKANSAS
CODE OF 1987, TO REVI SE AND EXPAND THE SCOPE OF TESTI NG OF
PREGNANT WOMEN; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REVI SE AND EXPAND THE SCOPE OF
TESTI NG PREGNANT WOMEN. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code & 20-16-507 is hereby anmended to read as
fol | ows:
"8 20-16-507. Testing of pregnant wonen required.

(a)(1l) Every physician and/or health care provider attendi ng pregnhant

wonen in this state for conditions relating to their pregnancy duringthe
periodof gestationor—atdelivery, shall, in the case of every woman so

attended, take or cause to be taken a sanple of venous bl ood or other approved

speci nen of the wonman as early as reasonably possible in the pregnancy or, if
not attended prenatally, at the tine of first examnation of delivery, and

shall subnit the sanple to an approved | aboratory for

(A) a standard serological test for syphilis—

(B) a standard test for Human | nmunodefi ci ency Virus;

(C) a standard test for Hepatitis B;

If for any reason the pregnant woman is not tested for syphilis, Hunman

I mmunodeficiency Virus or Hepatitis B, that fact shall be recorded in the

patient s records, which, if based upon the refusal of the patient, shal

relieve the physician of any responsibility under this subsection

(2) Every other person permitted authorized by law to attend or
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As Engrossed: H3/7/97 HB 1950

to provide nedical treatnment to pregnant wonmen in this state, but not

permtted by law to take bl ood sanples, shall cause a sanple of blood or other

approved speci nen of the pregnant woman to be taken as early as reasonably

possible in the pregnancy or, if not attended prenatally, at the tine of

delivery, by or under the direction of a physician licensed to practice

medi ci ne and surgery and have the sanple subnitted to an approved | aboratory

for
(A) a standard serological test for syphilis—
(B) a standard test for Human | nmunodefi ci ency Virus;
(C) a standard test for Hepatitis B.
(3) Every physician as described in (a)(1) and every person
described in (a)(2) shall informeach pregnant wonan who he or she is

attending of the fact that syphilis, Human | mmunodeficiency Virus, and

Hepatitis B may be transmitted froman infected nother to the fetus or unborn

child and that these infections may be prevented if the maternal infection is

recogni zed and treated.

(4) Every physician as described in (a)(1) and every other person

as described in (a)(2) shall provide counselling and instruction for Human

I mmunodeficiency Virus in a manner prescribed by the Department of Health

based upon contenporary state and federal standards.

(b) For the purpose of this section, a standard serol ogi cal test shal

be a test for syphilis, Human | mmunodeficiency Virus, and Hepatitis B

approved or authorized by the Centers for Disease Control, and approved by the

Director of the Departnment of Health and shall be nade at the Departnent of

Heal th | aboratory or at another a | aboratory approved to make the such tests

(c) Al records, reports, data or other information collected or

mai nt ai ned under this section, which identifies or could be used to identify,

0225970941.clb116



© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W W W WWWNNDNDNDNDNDNNNDNR R R B B B B oRpoRp
O B W N P O © ©® N~ O 00 M W N PP O © ® N O 0 M W N B O

As Engrossed: H3/7/97 HB 1950

any individual patient, provider or institution shall be confidential, shal

not be subject to discovery pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure

or the Freedom of Information Act. Provided that this section shall not

affect the reports required to be submtted to the Departnment of Health under

other laws and rules and regul ati ons."

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

/s/ Rep. Molinaro, et al

APPROVED: 3- 31- 97
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