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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/12/97
81st General Assembly A Bill ACT 965 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1988

By: Representative Joe Hudson

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A PLAN TO PUT DI STANCE LEARNI NG | N
ALL ARKANSAS SCHOOL DI STRICTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO REQUI RE THE DI RECTOR OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A
PLAN TO PUT DI STANCE LEARNI NG I N ALL
ARKANSAS SCHOOL DI STRI CTS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Purpose.

The purpose of this act is to serve as a |l egislative mandate for the

pl anni ng and ultimate establishment of a distance |earning network designed:

(1) To inprove course offerings available to high school students

t hroughout the state; and

(2) To nore efficiently prepare high school students for greater

success in the postsecondary educati onal environment and in the workpl ace.

SECTI ON 2. Definitions.

As used in this act:

(1) "Departnment" means the General Education Division of the State

Depart nent of Educati on;

(2) "Director" means the Director of the General Education Division of

the State Departnent of Education;

(3) "Distance |earning network" means an interactive tel ecomuni cations

systemthat utilizes information technol ogy, audio, video, and sinilar
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As Engrossed: H3/12/97 HB 1988

technol ogi cal elenments, is conpatible with other distance | earning networks,

and is used for the purpose of enhancing instructional opportunities for

Arkansas public school students;

(4) "Education service cooperative" nmeans one of the inmediate service

units in the State's el enmentary and secondary educati on system establi shed

under 85 6-13-1001 et seq.

SECTION 3. Plan and reporting.
(a) By January 1, 1998, the Director of the State Departnent of

Educati on shall devel op a plan whereby all school districts, in partnership

with the education service cooperatives and the Departnent of Education, will

be able to utilize distance | earning through a distance |earning network to be

known as the Arkansas Di stance Learni ng Network.

(b) Such plan shall apply information derived fromthe Arkansas

Di stance Learni ng Denpnstration Project, conducted by the Ozark Unlinited

Resour ces Educational Cooperative Network (OURNET) under authority of

¢ 6-47-101 et seq. as well as other organizations which provide sinlar

servi ces.

(c) The director shall present the plan and recommendati ons for

i mpl enmenting legislation to the Senate and House Interim Conmittees on

Education and to the Joint Committee on Advanced Conmuni cati ons and

I nformati on Technol ogy at |east three (3) nonths prior to the 1999 Regul ar

Sessi on.

SECTION 4. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 5. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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As Engrossed: H3/12/97

/ s/ Rep. Joe Hudson

APPROVED: 3- 31- 97

HB 1988
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