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Stricken language

State of Arkansas
95th General Assembly
Regular Session, 2025

would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 375 of the Regular Session

As Engrossed:. H3/6/25
A Bill

HOUSE BILL 1548

By: Representative S. Meeks

By: Senator J. Bryant

For An Act To Be Entitled

AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE DIVISION OF
INFORMATION SYSTEMS; TO ABOLISH THE DATA AND
TRANSPARENCY PANEL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE DIVISION
OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS; AND TO ABOLISH
THE DATA AND TRANSPARENCY PANEL.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1.

Arkansas Code § 25-4-126(b)(7), concerning the duties of

the Chief Data Officer of the Division of Information Systems, is repealed.

{7y Dbireetand oversee the Data and Transpareney Panel-

SECTION 2.

Arkansas Code § 25-4-127 is repealed.
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SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 25-4-128 is repealed.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code Title 25, Chapter 4, is amended to add an

additional section to read as follows:

25-4-130. Statewide data integration and exchange.

(a) The Division of Information Systems shall:

(1) Oversee a statewide data program;

(2) Evaluate and identify data that may be provided to the

public in accordance with data standards and specifications developed by the

Division of Information Systems;
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(3) Engage other departments, divisions, boards, and commissions

soliciting input on information sharing opportunities;

(4) Obtain state information from each cabinet-level department

and be considered an agent, authorized representative, and authorized

receiver of the cabinet-level department;

(5) Maintain and enhance a statewide longitudinal data system

that links existing state information to:

(A) Facilitate an improved understanding of individual

outcomes;

(B) 1Identify opportunities for improvement; and

(C) Continuously align programs and resources;

(6) Maintain and enhance a statewide shared services data hub

for data sharing to link state information;

(7) Establish and maintain policies and procedures for access to

state information;

(8) Establish privacy and quality policies for the protection of

state information in compliance with state and federal laws;

(9) Establish and maintain policies to ensure the security of

state information in accordance with standards developed by the State

Cybersecurity Office; and

(10) Establish and maintain a public portal that will provide a

resident with easy access to data.

(b) (1) The Division of Information Systems shall prescribe a

standardized process to be used for the sharing of data.

(2) Interagency data sharing under this section is not a

disclosure or release under any statutory or administrative law that governs

the state information.

(c) State information may be made available only if doing so does not

violate:

(1) State confidentiality and disclosure laws as they existed on

January 1, 2025; or

(2) Federal confidentiality and disclosure laws as they existed

on January 1, 2025.

(d) (1) Each cabinet-level department shall assign a data steward to

serve as the primary contact between the Division of Information Systems and

the cabinet-level department.
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(2) A data steward under subdivision (d) (1) of this section

shall be responsible for, including without limitation:

(A) Implementing data governance policies in the cabinet-

level department;

(B) Cataloging dataj

(C) Approving data usage; and

(D) Coordinating data integration and exchange.

(3) A data steward under this subsection (d) may be assigned at

a department, division, or program level, depending on the level that is most

practical for the cabinet-level department.

(e) The Division of Information Systems shall provide an annual

written report to the Joint Committee on Advanced Communications and

Information Technology.

/s/S. Meeks

APPROVED: 3/20/25
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