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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas
815t General Assembly A Bill ACT 1147 OF 1997
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 1094

By: Representative Young

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO I NI TI ATE
AND MAI NTAI N FOUR- DAY SCHOOL WEEKS SO LONG AS PLANNED
I NSTRUCTI ONAL TIME |'S I N ACCORD W TH REQUI REMENTS
ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON; AND FOR OTHER
PURPCSES. "

Subtitle
“TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO
I NI TI ATE AND MAI NTAI N FOUR- DAY SCHOOL
WEEKS SO LONG AS PLANNED | NSTRUCTI ONAL
TIME I'S I N ACCORD W TH STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS. "

BE I T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. (a) It is found and deternmined by the General Assenbly that

granting |l ocal school districts greater flexibility in scheduling

instructional time can reap educational benefits for the students and
financial rewards for the districts. It is the intent of this act to
aut horize |l ocal school districts to initiate and naintain public schoo

educational progranms on a four-day school week basis, so | ong as pl anned

instructional time is in accord with requirenments established by the State

Board of Educati on.

(b) As used in this act, "four-day school week" neans an educati ona

programin which all students attend school for four (4) days a week but no

fewer than the total number of hours required by the Arkansas Standards for

Accreditation in a five-day school week.

(c) The board of directors of any school district is authorized to
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initiate and naintain a four-day school week in any or all of the public

schools in the district.

(d) The State Board of Education shall establish appropriate standards,

gui delines, rules, and regulations for the determ nation of average daily

menber ship of school districts and for the distribution of state aid to each

| ocal school district that elects to operate any or all of the public schools

of such district on a four-day week basis, to provide such district with an

equi tabl e share of such aid funds designhated to equate a four-day school week

operation by such district to the educati onal opportunities provided by a

district offering a five-day school week. Provided, however, that a schoo

district shall not receive any nore state financial aid for offering a four-

day school week of instruction than it would have received for offering a

five-day week of instruction.

SECTION 2. Al provisions of this act of a general and permanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 4. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

APPROVED: 4- 07- 97
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