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4

By:  Representatives Cleveland, Agee5

6

7

For An Act To Be Entitled8

AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT WHEN DHS TAKES CUSTODY OF9

A CHILD DUE TO THE ACTIONS OF SOMEONE OTHER THAN10

THE CUSTODIAL PARENT, DHS SHALL IMMEDIATELY11

SEARCH FOR THE CUSTODIAL PARENTS AND NOTIFY THAT12

PARENT AS TO THE CHILD'S LOCATION; AND FOR OTHER13

PURPOSES.14

15

Subtitle16

AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT WHEN DHS TAKES17

CUSTODY OF A CHILD DUE TO THE ACTIONS OF18

SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE CUSTODIAL PARENT,19

DHS SHALL IMMEDIATELY SEARCH FOR THE20

CUSTODIAL PARENTS AND NOTIFY THAT PARENT21

AS TO THE CHILD'S LOCATION.22

23

24

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:25

26

SECTION 1.  (a)  When the Department of Human Services takes custody of27

a minor solely because of the actions of someone other than the custodial28

parent or custodial parents, the department shall immediately exercise all29

efforts to identify and locate the custodial parent or custodial parents of30

the minor.31

(b)  When the custodial parent is identified and located, and if that32

parent is a custodial parent, the department shall immediately notify the33

parent as to the location of the minor and of the parent’s right to obtain34

possession of the minor at that location.35

(c)  The Department of Human Services shall not withhold custody or36
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possession of any child from the child’s custodial parent or parents unless a1

petition for dependency-neglect is filed naming the custodial parent or2

parents as a party.3
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APPROVED:  4/2/20016
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