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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to the law asit existed
prior to thissession of the General Assembly.

Act 1215 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As E:&r\ossed: S3/16/09
87th General Assembly Bl I I
Regular Session, 2009 SENATEBILL 853

By: Senators Broadway, Salmon, Bookout
By: Representatives J. Roebuck, Abernathy, M. Burris

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO CONSOLIDATE THE TEACHER EDUCATION
RECRUITMENT PROGRAMS BY REPEALING THE MINORITY
TEACHERS SCHOLARS PROGRAM, MINORITY MASTERS
FELLOWS PROGRAM, AND THE STATE TEACHER ASSISTANCE
RESOURCE PROGRAM: TO CREATE THE STATE TEACHER
EDUCATION PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CONSOLIDATE THE TEACHER EDUCATION
RECRUITMENT PROGRAMS AND CREATE THE
STATE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-81-131(a) concerning administration of
student loan programs is amended to read as follows:
(a) The Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board is—auwtherized—te

may continue the administration of the Southern Regional Education Board

of Higher Edueationy under authority granted to it by Section 8 of Act 1259
of 1993+.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 81, Subchapter 15 is

repealed.
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As Engrossed: S3/16/09 SB853

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 81, is amended to add an

additional subchapter to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER 16 - STATE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM

6-81-1601. Title.

This subchapter shall be known as the "State Teacher Education

Program".

6-81-1602. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) "Approved institution" means state-supported institution of

higher education, a nursing school, or a private nonprofit institution of

higher education that:

(A) Maintains its primary headquarters in the state;

(B) 1Is eligible to receive Title IV federal student aid

program funds;

(C) 1Is approved by the Department of Higher Education as

eligible to participate in the State Teacher Education Program.

(2) "Eligible student" means a student who:

(A) Meets the criteria set out in this subchapter; and

(B) 1Is found to be eligible by rules promulgated by the

Department of Higher Education; and

(3) “Teacher education program” means a program administered by

the Department of Higher Education that provides loan repayments to a

licensed teacher who teaches in a subject area or a geographic area with

teacher shortage as determined by the Department of Higher Education in

consultation with the Department of Education.

6-81-1603. Purpose.

The purpose of the State Teacher Education Program is to improve the

educational system in the state by encouraging students to teach in subject

areas and geographic areas with teacher shortages.
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As Engrossed: S3/16/09 SB853

6-81-1604. Administration of the program.

(a) The State Teacher Education Program shall be administered by the

Department of Higher Education.

(b) The department shall adopt standards for awarding the loan

repayments to a public school teacher with an Arkansas teacher’s license

teaching in a:

(1) Subject area with a teacher shortage; or

(2) Geographic area with teacher shortage.

(c) The requirements of this subchapter are contingent on the funding

available for the program.

(d) The department may determine the necessary procedures for awarding

the loan repayments if the number of eligible applicants and recipients

exceeds available funding.

6-81-1605. Eligibility.

To be eligible for the State Teacher Education Program an applicant

shall:

(1) Teach full-time at a public school district in a subject

area or geographic area with a teacher shortage, as identified by the

Department of Higher Education in consultation with the Department of

Education.

(2) Hold a valid Arkansas teacher’s license; and

(3) Meet additional continuing eligibility criteria established

by the Department of Higher Education.

6-81-1606. Duration -- Amount.

(a) The State Teacher Education Program shall be used to provide a loan

repayment for federal student loans in the amount of:

(1) Three thousand dollars ($3,000) per year for a maximum of

three (3) years for a licensed teacher who graduated from a teacher education

program after April 2004 and teaches in a public school in this state:

(A) 1In a subject area designated by the Department of

Higher Education in consultation with the Department of Education as having a

critical shortage of teachers; or

(B) Located in a geographical area of the state designated

by the Department of Higher Education in consultation with the Department of
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As Engrossed: S3/16/09 SB853

Education as having a critical shortage of teachers; and

(2) And additional one thousand dollars ($1,000) per year for a

maximum of three (3) years for a licensed teacher who is a minority and who

ecraduated from a teacher education program after April 2004 and teaches in a

public school in this state.

(b) The Department of Higher Education may spend no more than fifty

thousand dollars ($50,000) annually for costs associated with the

administration of the program.

(c) The Department of Higher Education shall promulgate rules

necessary for the implementation of this subchapter.

/s/ Broadway

APPROVED: 4/7/2009
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