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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/28/97
81st General Assembly A BI”
Regular Session, 1997 HOUSE BILL 2251

By: Representatives Mullenix, Bryant, Northcutt, Baker, Terry Smith, Hale, Purdom, Pollan, Hall, Simon, and Johnson

By: Senators Walters, Canada, Hill, Harriman, Fitch, and Beebe

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO CREATE A FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VE PROGRAM FOR
MOTORCOACH CARRI ERS TO PROMOTE TOURI SM TO AMEND ARKANSAS
CODE 23-11-202 TO EXEMPT SCENI C OR EXCURSI ON RAI L SERVI CE

FROM THE RAI LROAD | NCORPORATI ON ACT OF 1959 AND FOR OTHER
PURPGOSES. "

Subtitle
"TO CREATE A FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VE PROGRAM
FOR MOTORCOACH CARRI ERS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1. Short Title.

This act may be referred and cited as the "Motorcoach Carrier Incentive

Act of 1997".

SECTION 2. Legislative determ nation.

It is hereby found and determned that: Arkansas natural beauty

attracts tourismfromacross the nation. That tourismbrings with it a nuch

needed i nfusion of capital into this state. To attract tourismand to conpete

with other states who are also attenpting to attract tourism it is necessary

to provide financial incentives to notorcoach carriers who provide

transportation for tourists.

SECTI ON 3. Definitions.

(1) "Director" means the Director of the Arkansas Departnent of Parks

and Tourism

(2) "Revenue Division" nmeans the Revenue Division of the Department of
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As Engrossed: S3/28/97 HB 2251

Fi nance and Adm ni strati on.

(3) "Eligible Motorcoach Carriers" neans tour or notorcoach charter

operators who transport tourists in Arkansas. This termshall not include

not or coaches engaged in the business of transporting ticketed fare passengers.

(4) "Overnight stay" means |odging in Arkansas for one (1) or nore

nights at a hotel, notel, inn or other facility providing overnight

acconmodat i ons.

SECTION 4. Eligible notorcoach carriers are entitled to an incentive

payment equal to one cent (18) per nile for each mile driven in Arkansas

while transporting tourists on trips which involve an overni ght stay for the

tourists in the state. To qualify for the credit, a notorcoach carrier nust

provi de docunentation to the director necessary to establish the nil eage

driven in Arkansas on trips involving an overnight stay. Such docunentation

shall include International Fuel Tax Agreenent reports if the eligible

not orcoach carrier is required to file such reports and copi es of overni ght

| odgi ng recei pts which provide the date and | ocati on of the overni ght stay,

and any other infornmation which the director requires to adequately determ ne

the entitlenment to the incentive paynent provided by this act.

SECTION 5. Eligible notorcoach carriers may apply for the incentive

paynment on a cal endar year basis. Application for the incentive paynent with

all necessary docunentation nust be made to the director on or before the

first day of April of the year follow ng the cal endar year in which the

incentive was earned. On receipt of the necessary docunentation fromthe

nmot orcoach carrier, the director shall certify the eligibility of the

not orcoach carrier for the incentive paynent and the anmount of the incentive

paynment due. The director shall provide the certification to the Revenue

Di vision. The Revenue Division shall be responsible for making the incentive

paynment to the eligible motorcoach carrier fromthe Mtorcoach Carrier

I ncentive Program Fund.

SECTION 6. There is established on the books of the State Treasurer
the State Auditor and the Chief Fiscal Oficer the Mbtorcoach Carrier

I ncentive Program Fund. |Incentive paynments to notorcoach carriers shall be

made fromthis fund.
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As Engrossed: S3/28/97 HB 2251

SECTION 7. The Director of the Departnment of Parks and Tourism and the

Director of the Departnment of Finance and Administration are authorized to

promul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary for the proper admnistration of

this act.

SECTI ON 8. Arkansas Code 23-11-202 is anended by adding a new

subdi vision at the end thereof to read as foll ows:

'(3) The provisions of this act shall not apply to the transportati on of

passengers by rail in scenic or excursion type service. Any individual

corporation, linmted liability conpany, partnership or association providing

such service shall be exenpt fromthe jurisdiction of the Comr ssion (now the

Arkansas State Hi ghway Comni ssion), provided the operations are subject to the

safety regul ations and jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad Adm nistration.'

SECTION 9. All provisions of this act of a general and pernmanent nature
are anendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas Code

Revi si on Comni ssi on shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 10. |If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 11. Al laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.

SECTION 12. EMERGENCY. It is found and deternined by the Genera

Assenbly of the State of Arkansas that the state is |osing tourism business

due to increasing conpetition fromother states; that a healthy tourism

i ndustry is essential to the econonic well being of the state; that the

i ncentive afforded by this act to notorcoach carriers can serve to attract

touri smand provide a val uable economc stinmulus to the econony of the state.

Therefore an energency is declared to exist and this act being i nmediately
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As Engrossed: S3/28/97 HB 2251

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety shall

beconme effective on the date of its approval by the Governor. |If the bill is

nei t her approved nor vetoed by the Governor, it shall becone effective on the

expiration of the period of tinme during which the Governor may veto the bill.

If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is overridden, it shall

become effective on the date the | ast house overrides the veto.

/s/Mull enix et al
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