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Stricken language would be deleted from present law. Underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

81st General Assembly A B I II

Regular Session, 1997 SENATE BILL 629

By: Senator Bradford

By: Representatives Wallis, Stalnaker, and Pappas

For An Act To Be Entitled
"AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 28 OF TITLE 17 OF THE ARKANSAS
CODE OF 1987, ANNOTATED TO PROVI DE FOR MANDATORY LI CENSI NG
OF ELECTRI CI ANS; TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL ELECTRI CAL
| NSPECTI ONS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "

Subtitle
"AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR MANDATORY
LI CENSI NG OF ELECTRI Cl ANS. "

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 17-28-101 is hereby anended to read as
fol | ows:

"17-28-101. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se requires:

(1) 'Electrical contractor' means any person, menmber, or enployee of a
firm partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of installing,
erecting, repairing, or contracting to install, erect, or repair electrica
wires or conductors to be used for the transnission of electric light, heat,
power, or signalling purposes, or to install or repair noulding, ducts,
raceways, or conduits, for the reception or protection of such wires or
conduits, or any electrical machinery, apparatus, or systens to be used for
el ectrical light, heat, power, or signalling purposes;

(2) 'Master electrician' neans any individual who possesses the
necessary qualifications, training, and technical know edge to plan, lay out,
and supervise the installation, maintenance, and extension of electrica
conductors and equi pnent;

(3) '"Journeynan electrician' neans any individual who possesses the
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necessary qualifications, training, and technical know edge to install
mai ntai n, and extend el ectrical conductors and equi prent. He shall be capable
of doing such work in accordance with plans and specifications furnished him
in accordance with standard rul es and regul ati ons governing the work; and

(4) 'Industrial maintenance electrician' nmeans any individual who

possesses the necessary qualifications, training, and technical know edge to
mai ntai n and extend el ectrical conductors and equi pment for electrical power
and control systems on or within industrial, manufacturing, or simlar type
facilities. He shall be capable of doing such work in accordance with
standard rul es and regul ati ons governing that work— ;

(5) 'Electrical apprentice' nmeans any person whose principal occupation

is the learning of and assisting in the installation of electrical work under

the direct supervision of a licensed journeyman el ectrician or master

el ectrician;

(6) 'Electrical work' neans:

(A) Installations of electric conductors and equi pment within or

on public and private buildings or other structures, including recreationa

vehi cl es, and floating buildings; and other prenises such as yards, carnivals,

par ki ng and other lots, and industrial substations;

(B) Installations of conductors that connect to the supply of

electricity;

(C Installations of other outside conductors on the prenises;

(7) 'Primary residence' nmeans an unattached single-famly dwelling used

as the person's primary place of residence;

(8) 'Residential journeyman el ectrician' neans the classification by

which the licenses and electrical work of journeyman el ectricians may be

limted to the installation, alteration, repair, mintenance or renovation of

electrical facilities for one and two fanmly dwellings;

(9) 'Residential master electrician' neans the classification by which

the licenses and el ectrical work of master electricians nay be limted to

pl anni ng and supervising the installation, maintenance and extensi on of

electrical facilities for one and two fanmly dwellings; and

(10) "Air conditioning electrician' means any individual who is linited

to a license classification possessing the necessary qualifications, training,

and techni cal know edge for the installation, maintenance, and extension of

el ectrical conductors and equi pment solely for the purpose of supplying
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heating and air conditioning and refrigeration units."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 17-28-102 is hereby anended to read as
fol | ows:

"17-28-102. Construction and Exenpti ons.

(a) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:

(1) The construction, installation, maintenance, repair, or

renovation by any public utility, as that termis defined by Ark. Code Ann. &

23-1-101(4) (A) (1995 Supp.), by any rural electric association or cooperative,

or by any municipally-owned utility, of any transnission or distribution |lines

or facilities incidental to their business and covered under other nationally

recogni zed safety standards, or to any other such activity when perfornmed by

any duly authorized enpl oyee, agent, contractor, or subcontractor of any such

public utility, association, cooperative, or nmunicipally-owned utility;

(2) The construction, installation, maintenance, repair and

renovati on of tel ephone equi pnment, conputer systems, or satellite systens by a

person, firm or corporation engaged in the tel ecommunications or information

systens industry when such activities involve |owvoltage work excl usively for

comuni cati on of data, voice, or for other signaling purposes; including fire

al arm systens, security systems and environnental control systens that are not

an integral part of a tel econmunications system

(3) The construction, installation, maintenance, repair or

renovati on of any nonresidential farm building or structure;

(4) The construction and manufacture of manufactured hones

covered by the federal Manufactured Honme Construction and Safety Standards

Act, 42 U.S. C 85 4501 et seq.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require an individua

to hold a |license before doing electrical work on his primary residence except

as otherwi se required by state law, regul ations, or local ordinances. The

exenption fromconpliance with the |icensing standards shall not be referred

to in any way, and shall not be any evidence of the |lack of negligence or the

exerci se of due care by a party at a trial of any civil action to recover

damages by any party.

(c) Any holder of a state-issued heating, ventilation, air conditioning

and refrigeration or H/ACR license may run |line voltage power wiring, in

conpliance with the state electric code, froma disconnect box to an outdoor
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HVACR unit within a distance not to exceed ten (10) feet from any point of the

HVACR equi prrent wi t hout obtaining an electrician's license as required by this

chapter.
(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as repealing, nodifying,
or affecting in any way the provisions of title 17, chapter 25.

(e) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require an enpl oyee

of a hospital to hold a license in order to perform m nor repairs or make

m nor alterations to existing electrical facilities during the normal

performance of his duties with a hospital |icensed by the Arkansas Depart nent

of Health."

SECTI ON 3. Subchapter 1 of Chapter 28 of Title 17 of the Arkansas Code
is hereby anended to add a new Section 17-28-103 to read as foll ows:

"17-28-103. Disposition of funds.

Al'l funds received by the board under the provisions of this chapter

shall be deposited as special revenues in the State Treasury to the credit of

the Board of Electrical Exam ners Fund, there to be used for operating

expenses of the board in carrying out the functions, powers, and duties as set

out in this chapter and Arkansas Code 20-31-101 et seq."

SECTI ON 4. Arkansas Code 17-28-202 is hereby anended to read as
fol | ows:
"17-28-202. Duties of board and Departnent of Labor
(a) It shall be the duty of the board to:
(1) Formulate Adopt rules and regul ations necessary for the
i mpl enentation of this chapter;
(2) At least every six (6) nonths, conduct exam nations of
persons who apply for an electrician's license and grant |icenses to

qual i fying applicants who have paid the prescribed fee; and
(3) Revoke or suspend the license of any electrical contractor -

electrician |licensee or the certification of any el ectrical apprentice for

cause.
(b)(1) It shall be the duty of the Arkansas Department of Labor to
adm ni ster and enforce the provisions of this chapter

(2) For the enforcement of this chapter, the Director of the
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Depart nent of Labor or his designated enpl oyees shall have the authority to

enter, during normal business hours, upon any private or public prenmises with

ri ght of access, ingress, and egress for the purpose of ascertaining whether a

person has perforned electrical work or installed or repaired electrica

facilities thereon in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, Arkansas

Code 20-31-101 et seq., and the regul ati ons and standards adopted pursuant

thereto."

SECTI ON 5. Subsection (a) of Arkansas Code 17-28-203 is hereby anmended
to read as foll ows:

"(a) The board is authorized to conduct exam nations of persons
applying for a license as a master electrician, journeyman el ectrician, or

i ndustrial maintenance el ectrician, residential master electrician, air

conditioning electrician, or residential journeyman el ectrician. Such persons

shall pay fees established by the board, but in no event shall such

exanmi nation fees exceed the foll ow ng:

(1) Master Electrician $100. 00;
(2) Journeyman el ectrician $100. 00;
(3) Industrial maintenance electrician $ 50.00~ ;
(4) Residential nmaster electrician $100. 00;
(5) Residential journeyman el ectrician $100. 00;
(6) Air conditioning electrician $100. 00. "

SECTI ON 6. Subchapter 2 of Chapter 28 of Title 17 of the Arkansas Code
is amended to add a new Section 17-28-204 to read as foll ows:
"6 17-28-204.

Al'l hearings conducted by the board and all appeals taken fromthe

deci sions of the board shall conmply with the Arkansas Adm nistrative

Procedures Act, Arkansas Code 25-15-201, et seq."

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code 17-28-301 is hereby anended to read as
foll ows:
"17-28-301. Electrician's license - |Issuance and renewal - Fees.

(a) Individuals passing the master, journeyman, residential naster

residential journeyman, air conditioning electrician, or industrial

mai nt enance el ectrician's exani nation as specified in 817-28-203 shall be
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1 issued a license of the sane class as that of the exami nation upon paynent of
2 the follow ng fees:

3 (1) Master electrician $50. 00;

4 (2) Journeynan el ectrician $25. 00;

5 (3) Industrial naintenance electrician $25. 00— ;

6 (4) Residential master electrician $50. 00;

7 (5) Residential journeyman el ectrician $25. 00;

8 (6 Air conditioning electrician $25. 00.

9 (b)(1) Licenses shall expire on the date indicated on the |icenses.

10 Licenses shall expire on the last day of the month, one (1) year follow ng the
11 date of the original |icense-wherissuedtoindividuals .

19 3% (2) The license may be renewed for a period of one (1), two

20 (2), or three (3) years with the fee to be as foll ows:

21 (A) Mster electrician $50. 00 per year;
22 (B) Journeyman el ectrician $25. 00 per year;
23 (C© Industrial maintenance electrician $25. 00 per year-— ;
24 (D) Residential nmaster electrician $50. 00 per year;
25 (E) Residential journeyman el ectrician $25. 00 per year;
26 (F) Air conditioning electrician $25. 00 per year.
27 4 (3) Fhoseholding—naster—founeyhan—ori-ndustrial

28 pmeintenance electrician s licenses Any licensee may renew their |icense within
29 six (6) nmonths following the expiration date on the license by paying the

30 renewal fee as indicated in subdivision (b) £3-(2) of this section.

31 —+5)> (4) |If alicensee shall fail to renew his or her license

32 within six (6) nmonths after the expiration date on the license, the |icensee
33 may renew his or her license by paying a penalty of ten dollars ($10.00) for a

34 journeyman or residential journeyman electrician, ten dollars ($10.00) for an

35 industrial maintenance electrician or air conditioning electrician, and twenty

36 dollars ($20.00) for a nmaster electrician or a residential master electrician,
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in addition to the regular renewal fees.
—+6) (5) If the license is not renewed within one (1) year after
the expiration date on the |license, the licensee shall be required to take
anot her exami nation as adm ni stered by the board.

(c) The registration fee for an electrical apprentice shall be ten

dollars ($10.00) annually. Apprentice registration certificates shall expire

on the last day of the nonth, one (1) year following the date of origina

regi stration.

(d) The Board shall be authorized to issue a tenporary license as a

master electrician, journeyman el ectrician, residential master electrician,

and residential journeyman el ectrician, which shall be valid for no nore than

six (6) months, provided the applicant has not previously been issued a

tenporary |license, and upon subm ssion by the applicant of the foll ow ng:

(1) A tenporary license fee in the ampunt established by 17-25-

304(a);

(2) A conpleted application on a formfurni shed and approved by

t he board; and

(3) Evidence that the applicant holds a current license of the

sanme classification issued by another state."

SECTI ON 8. Arkansas Code 17-28-304 is hereby anended to read as

foll ows:

"17-28-304. State license optional— License requirenents.
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pationally recognized safety standards— Beginning July 1, 1998, no person

shall performelectrical work in this state or display or use any title, sign,

card, advertisenment or other device to indicate that the person perforns

electrical work or is an electrician unless the person has first obtained a

license to performelectrical work pursuant to the provisions of this chapter

or the individual is exenpted fromlicensing pursuant to the provisions of

this chapter."

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code 17-28-305 is hereby anended to read as

foll ows:

#17-28-305. Municipal+right tolicense— Local Regulatory Authority --

Exceptions -- Electrical inspectors.

(a) Any individual licensed or registered under the provisions of this

chapter shall not be subject to exam nation or licensing by any city or county

in order to performelectrical work.

(b) Any city or town may by ordi nance, rules, regul ations, or contract

prescribe rules, regul ati ons and standards for the materials used in the

construction, installation and inspection of all electrical work in such city

or county, provided such rules, regul ations or standards are not in conflict

with the standards prescribed by the board pursuant to the authority of

Arkansas Code 17-28-202 and 20-31-104. Provided, that a city or county may hy

ordi nance require a person, before doing electrical work on his primary

residence, to denonstrate a technical conpetency to conply with the city or

county standards. |If the city has adopted an ordi nance to exercise their

territorial planning jurisdiction and if the city and county agree to

authorize such, a city may exercise jurisdiction over the construction,

installation and inspection of electrical work within the city's territorial

jurisdiction for planning authorized under Arkansas Code 14-56-413.
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(c) Any city or county may establish by ordi nance, rul es and

regul ations a systemof pernmits and inspections for the installation, repair

and mai ntenance of electrical facilities and electrical work."

SECTI ON 10. Arkansas Code 17-28-306 is hereby amended to read as
fol | ows:

"17-28-306. Reciprocity.

The board shall be authorized to issue paster—and journeymen
electrician-s licenses to those applicants holding equivalent licenses in
ot her states, upon paynent of the required fees and subni ssion of proof of
license in that state, provided an agreenent has been reached with that state

to recognize the electrical licenses held by Arkansas residents."

SECTI ON 11. Subchapter 3 of Chapter 28 of Title 17 of the Arkansas Code
is hereby anended to add a new Section 17-28-308 to read as foll ows:

"17-25-308. Electrical apprentices.

The board shall, upon proper application and payment of fee, register as

an electrical apprentice and issue a certificate of such registration to any

person who furnishes satisfactory proof that the applicant is enrolled in a

school or training course for electrical apprentices certified by the U S

Depart nent of Labor, Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training."

SECTI ON 12. Subchapter 3 of Chapter 28 of Title 17 of the Arkansas Code
is amended to add a new Section 17-28-309 to read as foll ows:

"17-28-309. Penal ti es.

(a) Any person who performs electrical work in the state w thout an

exenption or the required |license pursuant to the provisions of this chapter

or who otherw se violates any provisions of this chapter, shall be guilty of a

nm sdenmeanor and upon convi ction shall be punished by a fine of not | ess than

fifty dollars ($50.00) and not nore than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by

i mpri sonment for not nore than thirty (30) days, or both fine and

i mpri sonment. Each day during which a violation continues shall be a separate

of fense.

(b) In addition to the penalties in subdivision (a) of this section

the director is authorized to petition any court of conpetent jurisdiction to

enjoin or restrain any person who perfornms electrical work without a license,
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or who otherw se violates the provisions of this chapter.™

SECTI ON 13. Subchapter 3 of Chapter 28 of Title 17 of the Arkansas Code
is hereby anended to add a new Section 17-38-310 to read as foll ows:

"17-28-310. G andfather clause.

(a) Applicants for a license pursuant to the provisions of this chapter

shall be exenpt fromthe exani nation requirenment of 17-28-203, provided the

applicant:

(1) is qualified by experience requirenents to take the

exanmi nation for a particular license classification under the provisions of

this chapter and the regul ati ons of the board,;

(2) has not had a nunicipal electriciands |icense or a state

el ectricianHs |icense of any classification revoked or suspended for cause;

(3) submits the appropriate fee; and

(4) applies for a license prior to July 1, 1998.

(b) Notwithstandi ng any provision to the contrary, an applicant for a

license pursuant to this section shall be exenpt fromthe journeynan

el ectrician exanination requirement of 17-28-203 if he has conpl eted

el ectrical apprenticeship training and educati on pursuant to a bona fide

apprenti ceship programregistered with the United States Departnment of Labor

Enpl oynent and Trai ni ng Adm ni stration, Bureau of Apprenticeship and Traini ng

and he neets the requirenents of subsection (a)(2) through (a)(4) above."

SECTION 14. Al provisions of this act of a general and pernmnent
nature are anmendatory to the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated and the Arkansas

Code Revi sion Conmission shall incorporate the sane in the Code.

SECTION 15. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to
any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
ot her provisions or applications of the Act which can be given effect w thout
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

Act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 16. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are

her eby repeal ed.
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